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THE

PREFACE ;

DIRECTED TO MY WORTHY FRIEND, HENRY ASHURST, ESQ.-
CITIZEN OF LONDON.

Dear AND Farrarur Frienp,
WHEN this book was printed and passing into the world,
without the ordinary ornament of a prefixed honoured
name, my thoughts reduced me into the common way,
though not upon the common reasons; assuring me that
your name would be more than an accident or ceremony to
such a discourse as this ; even a part more substantial than
a map is in a treatise of geography, or the well-cut figures
in tractates of anatomy. Discourses of navigation, archi-
tecture, music, &c. may almost as hopefully instruct the
learners, -without any visible operations or effects, as the
characters of well-tempered Christians can duly inform the
minds of ignorant, ungodly men, of so divine a thing as
Christianity and godliness, without acquaintance with some
such persons, in whom these characters are manifestly ex-
emplified. Wise and holy precepts, are to make wise and
holy persons: it is such persons as well as such precepts
which bear the image of God ; which indeed is most perfect
in exactness and integrity in the precepts ; (for in them is
no imperfection or error, as they are of God ;) but it is of
greater final excellency, in activity and usefulness as it is in
men. And therefore as God delighteth in his servants, and
is glorified in and by them in the world, so satan usually
chooseth such persons, to reproach and make odious to the

ignorant, rather than the holy precepts immediately, by

which they are directed ; both because their holiness is most

\
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exasperating by activity ; and also most liable to calumny
and contempt, through imperfection, and mixture of that
which indeed is worthy of dislike. Till godliness and Chris-
tianity be visible in full perfection, and elevated above the
contradiction of folly, and the contempt of pride, the blind,
distracted minds of hardened, forsaken sinners, will not ac-
knowledge its divine, celestial nature and worth ; but then
it will be too late to become partakers of it : they must both
know and possess it in its infancy and minority, who will -
ever enjoy it in its heavenly dignity and glory. If season-
able illumination and conversion confute not the deceits and
slanders which pride and ignorance have entertained, the
too late confutation of them by death and their following
experience, will make them wish, that they had been wiseat
cheaper rates, when it will be in vain to cry, ““ Give us of

i your oil, for our lamps are out;” Matt.xxv. 8.

But while I offer your name to the malicious world, as
an instance of the temper which I here describe, I intend it
not as a singular though an eminent instance: for through
the great mercy of God, there are thousands of examples of
confirmed Christians among us in this land, even before
those eyes that will not see them. Bat it is not catalogues,
but single names, which writers have used in this way. And
why may I not take the advantage of custom, toleave to the
world the testimony of my estimation and great respects, to
80 deserving a person of the primitive Christian, catholic
temper : and to let them know, what sort of men were my
most dear and faithful friends? And also thus to express
my love, by telling you closely what you must be, as well as
by telling the world for their example what you are? Upon
these accounts, without your knowledge or consent, I pre-
sume thus to prefix your name to this treatise, written long
ago, but now published by

Your faithful Friend,

. RICHARD BAXTER.
from my Lodging in New Prison,
June 14, 1669.



-TO THE READER.

ReADERS, .
IT is a matter of a greater moment than I can express, what
idea or image of the nature of godliness and Christianity is
imprinted upon men’s minds : the description which is ex- .
pressed in the sacred Scriptures, is true and full : the thing
described is rational, pure, perfect, unblamable and amiable.
That which is expressed in the lives of the most, is nothing
80 ; but is purblind, defiled, maimed, imperfect, culpable,
and mixed with so much of the contrary quality, that to them
that cannot distinguish the chaff from the wheat, the sick-
ness from the life, it seemeth an unreasonable, fanciful,
loathsome and vexatious thing, and so far from being worthy
to be preferred before all the riches, honours and pleasures -
of the world, that it seemeth worthy to be kept under as a
troubler of kingdoms, societies and souls. -And doubtless
this monstrous expression of it in men’s lives, is because
the perfect expression of it in God’s word hath not made a
true impression upon the mind, and consequently upon the
heart. For as it is sound doctrine which must make sound
Christians, so doctrine worketh on the will and affections,
not as it is in itself, and as delivered, but as it is understood,
believed, remembered, considered ; even as it is imprinted
on the mind, and used by it. And as interposed matter, or
defective application may cause the image on the wax to be
imperfect, though made by the most perfect seal; so is it
in this case, when one man doth defectively understand the
Scripture description of a godly man or Christian, and
another by misunderstanding mixeth false conceptions of
his own; and another by a corrupt, depraved will doth hin-
der the understanding from believing, or remembering, or
considering and using what it partly apprehendeth; what
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wonder if the godliness and Christianity in their hearts be
unlike the godliness and Christianity in the Scriptures?
When the law of God, in nature and Scripture is pure and
uncorrupt, and the law of God written imperfectly on the
heart, is there mixed with the carnal law in their members,
ho marvel if it be expressed accordingly in their lives.

I have therefore much endeavoured in all my writings,
and especially in this, to draw out the full pertraiture of a
Christian or godly man indeed, and to describe God’s image
on the soul of man, in such a manner as tendeth to the just
information of the reader’s mind, and the filling up of the
wants, and rectifying the errors which may be found in his
former conceptions of it. And I do purposely inculcate
the same things oft, in several writings (as when I pteached
I did in all my sermons) that the reader may find that I bring
him not undigested, needless novelties, and that the frequent
repetition of them may help to make the deeper and fuller
impression : for my work is to subserve the Holy Ghost, in
putting God’s law into men’s hearts, and writing it out truly,
clearly, and fully upon their inward parts; that they may
be made such themselves, by understanding throughly what
they must be, and what a solid Christian is: and that thus
they may be born again by the incorruptible, immortal seed,
the word of God, which will live and abide for ever; and
may purify their souls in obeying the truth, through the
Spirit; 1 Pet.i.22,23.25. Heis the best lawyer, physician,
soldier, &c. who hath his doctrine in his brain, and not only
in his books, and hath digested his reading into an intellec--
tual system and habit of knowledge. If ministers had a
hundred times over repeated the integral portraiture or cha-
* racter of a sound Christian, till it had been as familiar to the
minds and memories of their hearers, as is the description of
a magistrate, a physician, a schoolmaster, a husbandman, a
shepherd, and such things as they are well acquainted with,
it would have been a powerful means to make sound Chris-
tians. But when men’s minds conceive of a Christian, asa’
man that differeth from heathens and infidels, in nothing but
holding the Christian opinions, and using different words
and ceremonies of worship, and such like, no wonder if such
be but opinionative, lifeless Christians : and if their religion
make them no better than a Seneca or Plutarch, I shall never
believe that they are any surer to be saved than they. And:
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such a sort of men there are, that suppose Christianity to
consist but of these three parts. 1. The Christian doctrine
acknowledged (which they call faith). 2. The orders and
ordinances of the Christian church and worship, submitted
to, and decently used, (which they call godliness). And 3.
The heart and life of a Cato, Cicero, or Socrates adjoined ;
but all that goeth beyond this, (which is the life of Chris-
tianity and godliness, a lively faith, and hope, and love;
heavenly and holy mind and life, from the renewing, in-
dwelling Spirit of God, which is described in this treatise)
they are strangers to it, and take it to be but fancy and hy-
pocrisy. These no Christians do much to reduce the church
to infidelity ; that there may be indeed no Christians in the
world. For my part I must confess, if there were no better
Christians in the world than these, I think I should be no
Christian myself: and if Christ made men no better than the
religion of Socrates, Cato, or Seneca, and did no more to
the reparation and perfecting of men’s hearts and lives, I
should think no better of the Christian religion than of
theirs ; for the means is to be estimated by the end and use:
and that is the best physician that hath the remedies which
are fittest to work the cure. If God had notacquainted me
with a sort of men that have really more holiness, mortifica-
tion, spirituality, love to God, and to one another, and even
to enemies, and more heavenly desires, expectations and de-
lights, than these men before described have, it would have
been a very great hindrance to my faith.

The same may I say of those that place godliness and
Christianity only in holding strict opinions, and in affected,
needless singularities, and in the fluent oratory and length
of prayer, and avoiding other men’s forms and modes of wor-
ship, and in any thing short of(a renewed, holy, heavenly
heart and life. >

And undoubtedly, if a true, full character of godliness
had been imprinted in their minds, we should never have
seen the professors of it so blotted with sensuality, selfish-
ness, pride, ambition, worldliness, distrust of God, self-con-
ceitedness, heresy, schism, rebellions, unquietness, impa-
tiency, unmercifulness, and cruelty to men’s souls and bo-
dies, as we have seen them in this age ; and all this justified
as consistent with religion.

And I fear, that because this treatise will speak to few

-
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that are not some way guilty, every face which hath a spot
or blemish will be offended with the glass; and lest the
faulty will say, that I particularly intended to disgrace them:
but I must here tell the reader, to prevent his misunderstand-
ing, that if he shall imagine that I have my eyes upon par-
ticular parties, and, as a discontented person, do intend to
blame those that differ from myself, or to grieve inferiors,
or dishonour and asperse superiors, they will mistake me,
and wrong themselves, and me, who professedly intend but
the true description of sound Christians, diseased Chris-
tians, and seeming Christians.

And for the manner of this writing, I am conscious it
hath but little to commend it. The matteris that for which
it is published. The Lord Verulam, in his essays, truly
saith, that “ much reading makes one full, much discourse
doth make one ready, and much writing doth make a man
exact.” Though I have had my part of all these means, yet
being parted five years from my books, and three years from
my preaching, the effects may decay; and you must expect
neither quotations or oratory testimonies, or ornaments of
style: but having not yet wholly ceased from writing, I may
own so much of thg exactness, as will allow me to entreat,
the reader, not to use me as many have done, who by over-
looking some one word, have made the sense another thing,
and have made it a crime to be exact in writing, because
they cannot or will not be exact in reading, or charitable or

humane in interpreting.

RICHARD BAXTER.
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PART II
OF THE DIRECTIONS FOR WEAK CHRISTIANS.

IN the explication of the text, which I made the ground of
the foregoing discourse, I have shewed you that there is a
degree of grace to be expected and sought after by all true
Christians, which putteth the soul into & sound, confirmed,
radicated state, in comparison of that weak, diseased, tot-
tering condition, which most Christians now continue in.
And I have shewed you how desirable a state that is, and
what calamities follow the languishing, unhealthful state,
even of such asmay besaved. And indeed did we but right-
ly understand how deeply the errors and sins of many well-
-meaning Christians have wounded the interest of religion in
this age; and how heinously they have dishonoured God,
and caused the enemies of holiness to blaspheme, and har-
dened thousands in popery and ungodliness, in probakility
to their perdition: had we well observed when God’s judg-
ments have begun, and understood what sins have caused
our wars, and plagues, and flames, and worse than all these,
our great heart-divisions, and church-distractions and con-
vulsions ; we should ere this have given over the flattering
of ourselves and one another, in such a heaven-provoking
state ; and the ostentation of that little goodness, which
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hath been eclipsed by such lamentable evils. And instead
of these, we should have betaken ourselves to the exercise
of such a serious, deep repentance as the quality of our sins,
and the greatness of God’s chastisements do require. It is
a doleful case, to see how light many make of all the rest of
their distempers, when once they think that they have so
much grace and mortification, as is absolutely necessary to
save theirsouls; and expect that preachers should say little
to weak Christians, but words of comfort, setting forth their
happiness. And yet if one of them, when he hath the gout,
or stone, or cholic, or dropsy, doth send for a physician, he
* would think himself derided or abused, if his physician, in-
stead of curing his disease, should only comfort him, by tell-
ing him, that he is not dead. What excellent disputations
have Cicero and Seneca, the Platonists and Stoics, to prove
that virtue is of itself sufficient to make man happy? And
yet many Christians live as if holiness were but the way
and means to their felicity, or at best but a small part of their
felicity itself; or as if felicity itself grew burdensome, or
were not desirable in this life; or a small degree of it were
. as good as a greater. .
And too many mistake the will of God, and the nature of

sanctification, and place their religion in the hot prosecu-
tion of those mistakes. They make a composition of error
and passion, and an unyielding stiffness in them, and siding
with the church or party which maintaineth them, and an
uncharitable censuring those that are against them, and an
unpeaceable contending for them; and this composition
they mistake for godliness, especlally if there be but a.few
drachms. of godliness and truth in the composition, though
corrupted and overpowered by the rest.

~ For these miscarriages of many well-meaning, zealous
persons, the land mourneth, the churches groan; kingdoms
are. disturbed by them; families are disquieted by them;
godliness is hindered, and much dishonoured by them; the
wicked are hardened by them, and encouraged to hate, and
blaspheme, and oppose religion; the glory of the Christian
faith is obscured by them; and the infidel, Mahometan, and
‘heathen world, are kept from faith in Jesus Christ, and many
qmillions of souls destroyed by them. I mean by the miscar-
riages of the weaker sort of Christians, and by the wicked
lives of those carnal hypocrites, who for custom or worldly
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interest, do profess that Christianity which was never re-
ceived by their hearts.

And all this is much promoted by their indiscretion, who
are 80 intent upon the consolatory opening of the safety and
happiness of believers, that they omit the due explication of
their description, their dangers, and their duties.

One part of. this too much neglected work I have en-
deavoured to perform in the foregoing treatise : another I
shall attempt in this second part. There are five degrees or
ranks of true Christians observable. 1. The weakest Chris-
tians, who have only the essentials of Christianity, or very
little more : as infants that are alive, but of little strength
or use to others. 2. Those that arelapsed into some wound-
ing sin, though not into a state. of damnation; like men at
age, who have lost the use of some one member for the pre-
sent, though they are strong in other parts. 3. Those that
have the integral parts of Christianity in a considerable
measure, are in a:sound and healthful state, though neither
perfect, nor of the highest form or rank of Christians in this
life,.nor without such infirmities, as are the matter of their
daily watchfulness and humiliation. 4. Those that are so
strong as to attain extraordinary degrees of grace, who are
therefore comparatively called perfect, as Matt.v.45. 5.
Those that have an absolute perfection without sin ; thatis;
the heavenly inhabitants.

Among all these, it is the third sort or degree which I
have here characterised,-and upon the bye, the first sort, and
the hypocrite. I meddle not now with the lapsed Christian
as such, nor with those giants in holiness of extraordinary
strength ; nor with the perfect, blessed souls in heaven.
But it is the Christian who hath attained that confirmation
in grace, and composed, quiet, fruitful state, which we might
ordinarily expect, if we were industrious, whose image and
character I shall now present youwith. I call him ofttimes
a Christian indeed, in allusion to Christ’s description of
Nathaniel (John i. 47.), and as we commonly use that word,
for one that answereth his own profession without any no-
table dishonour or defect; as we say such a man is a scho-
lar indeed ; and not as signifying his mere sincerity. I
-mean one whose heart and life are so conformed to the prin-
ciples, the rule, and the hopes of Christianity, that to the
honour of Christ, the true nature of our religion is discern-
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ible in his conversation; Matt.v.16. In whom an impar-
tial infidel might perceive the true nature of the Christian
faith and godliness. If the world were fuller of such living
images of Christ, who, like true regenerate children, repre-
sent their heavenly Father, Christianity would not have met
with so much prejudice, nor had so many enemies in the
world, nor would so many millions have been kept in the
darkness of heathenism and infidelity, by flying from Chris-
tians, as a sort of people that are common and unclean.

Among Christians, there are babes, that must be fed with
milk, and not with strong meat, that are “ unskilful in the
word of righteousness;” (1 John ii. 2. 12—14. Heb.v.
12—14.) and novices, who are unsettled, and in danger of
an overthrow; 1Tim.iii.6. Johnxv.3.5.&c. In these
the nature and excellency of Christianity, is little more ap-
parent than reason in a little child. And there are strong,
confirmed Christians, who, by * reason of use, have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil,” (Heb. v. 13,
14.) and who shew forth the glory of him that hath called
them out of darkness into his marvellous light ; of whom
God himself may say to satan and their malicious enemies,
as once of Job, * Hast thou not seen my servant Job,” &ec.
This Christian indeed I shall now describe to you, both to
confute the infidel’s slanders of Christianity, and to unteach
men those false descriptions which have caused the pre-
sumption of the profane, and the irregularities of erroneous
sectaries ; and to tell you what manner of persons they be,
that God is honoured by; and what you must be, if you
will understand your own religion. Be Christians indeed,
and you will have the comforts indeed of Christianity ; and
will find that its fruits and joys are not dreams, and shadows,
and imaginations, if you content not yourselves with an ima-
gination, dream, and shadow of Christianity, or with some
clonded spark, or buried seed. «

The Characters.

1. A Christian indeed (by which I still mean, a sound, con-
firmed Christian), is one that contenteth not himself to have
a seed, or habit of faith, but he liveth by faith, as the sen-
sualist by sight or sense. Not putting out the eye of sense,
nor living as if he had no body, or lived not in a world of

v
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sensible objects ; but as he is a reasonable creature, which
exalteth him above the sensitive nature, so faith is the true
information of his reason, about those high and excellent
things, which must take him up above things sensible. He
hath so firm a belief of the life to come, as procured by
Christ, and promised in the Gospel, as that it serveth him
for the government of his soul, as his bodily sight doth for
-the conduct of his body. I say not, that he is assaulted
with no temptations, nor that his faith is perfect in degree,
nor that believing moveth him as passionately as sight or
sense would do: but it doth effectually move him through
the course and tenour of his life, to do those things for the
life to come, which he would do if he saw the glory of hea-
ven; and to shun those things for the avoiding of damna-
tion, which he would shun if he saw the flames of hell.
Whether he do these things so fervently or not, his beliefis
powerful, effectual, and victorious. Let sight and sense in-
vite him to their objects, and entice him to sin, and forsake
his God, the objects of faith shall prevail against them, in
the bent of an even, a constant, and resolved life. It is
things unseen which he taketh for his treasure, and which
have his heart and hope, and chiefest labours. All things
else which he hath to do, are but subservient to his faith
and heavenly interest, as his sensitive faculties are ruled by
his reason. His faith is not only his opinion, which teach-
eth him to choose what church or party he will be of ; but
it is his intellectual light, by which he liveth, and in the
confidence and comfort of which he dieth. ‘ For we walk
by faith, not by sight. We groan to be clothed upon with
our heavenly house. Wherefore we labour, that whether
present or absent, we may be accepted of him ;” 2Cor. v.
7—9. ‘“ Now the just shall live by faith;” Heb.x.3.
“ Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen;” Heb.xi.l. Most of the exam-
ples in Heb. xi. do shew you this truth, that true Christians
live and govern their actions, by the firm belief of the pro-
mise of God, and of another life when this is ended. * By
faith Noah being warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark, to the saving of his house,
by which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith ;” ver.7. ‘ Abraham look-
ed for a city which had foundations, whose builder and ma-
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ker is God ;” ver. 10. * Moses feared not the wrath of the
king ; for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible;” ver.
27. So the three witnesses (Dan.iii.), and Daniel himself,
(chap. vi.) and all believers have lived this life, as Abra-
ham the father of the faithful did ; who, as it is said of him,
 Staggered not at the promlse of God through unbelief, but
was strong in faith, gwmg glory to God;” Rom.iv.20.
The faith of a Christian is truly divine; and he knoweth
that God’s truth is as certain as sight itself can be; however
sight be apter to move the passions. Therefore, nf you can
judge but what a rational man would be, if he saw heaven
and hell, and all that God had appointed us to believe, then
you may conjecture what a confirmed Christian is ; though
sense do cause more sensible apprehensions.

2. The weak Christian also, hath a faith that is divine,
as caused by God, and resting on his word and truth. - And
he so far liveth by this faith, as that it commandeth and
guideth the scope and drift of his heart and life. But he
believeth with a great deal of staggering and unbelief ; and
therefore his hopes are interrupted by his troublesome doubts
and fears ; and the dimness and languor of his faith is seen

* in the faintness of his desires, and the many blemishes of

his heart and life. And sight and sensual objects are so
much the more powerful with him, by how. 'much the light
and life of faith is dark and weak.

3. The hypocrite, or best of the unregenerate believeth
but either with a human faith, which resteth but on the
word of man, or else with a dead, opinionative faith, which
is overpowered by infidelity, or is like the dreaming thoughts
of man asleep, which stir him not to action. He liveth by
sight, and not by faith: for he hath not a faith that will
overpower sens¢ and sensual objects ; James ii. 14. Matt.
xiii. 22.

‘II. 1. A Christian indeed not only knoweth why he isa
Christian, but seeth those reasons for his religion, which
disgrace all that the most cunning atheist or infidel can say
against it ; and so far satisfy, confirm, and establish him,
that emergent difficulties, temptations, and objections, do
not at all stagger him, or raise any deliberate doubts in him
of the truth of the word of God. He seeth first the natural
evidence of those foundation-truths which nature itself mak-
eth known ; as that there is a God of infinite being, power,



CONFIRMED CHRISTIAN. 385

wisdom, and goodness, the Creator, the Owner, the Ruler,
and the Father, felicity and end of man ; that we owe him
all our love and service ; that none of our fidelity shall be in
vain, or unrewarded, and none shall be finally a loser by his
duty ; that man who is naturally governed by the hopes and
fears of another life, is made and liveth for that other life,
where his soul shall be sentenced by God his Judge, to hap-
piness or misery, &c. And then he discerneth the attesta-
tion of God to those supernatural, superadded revelations of
the Gospel, containing the doctrine of man’s redemption.’
And he seeth how wonderfully these are built upon the for- -
mer, and how excellently the Creator’s and Redeemer’sdoc-
trine and laws agree ; and how much countenance superna-
tural truths receive from the presupposed naturals; so that
he doth not adhere to Christ and religion by the mere en-
gagement of education, friends, or worldly advantages ; nor
by a blind resolution, which wanteth nothing but a strong
temptation (from a deceiver or a worldly interest) to shake
or overthrow it. But he is built upon the rock, which will
stand in the assault of satan’s storms, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it; Matt. xvi. 18. xiii. 23. vii.25.
John vi. 68, 69.

2. But a weak Chnstnhn hath but a dim and general
kind of knowledge of the reasons of his religion; or, atleast,
but a weak apprehension of them, though he have the best,
and most unanswerable reasons. And either he is confident
in the dark upon grounds which he cannot make good, and
which want but a strong assault to shake them; or else he
is troubled andready to stagger at every difficulty which oc-
curreth. Every hard saying in the Scripture doth offend
him; and every seeming contradiction shaketh him. And
the depth of mysteries, which pass his understanding, do
make him say as Nicodemus of regeneration, *“ How can
these things be?” And ifhe meet with the objections of a
cunning infidel, he is unable so to defend the truth, and
clear his way through them, as to come off unwounded and
unshaken, and to be the more confirmed in the truth of his
belief, by discerning the vanity of all that is said against it;
Heb,v.12,13. Matt.xv. 16. 1Cor.xiv.20. Johnxii. 16.

3. The seeming Christian either hath no solid reasons at
all for his religion, or else if he have the best, he hath no

VOL. VIIL cc
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sound apprehension of them; but though he be never se
learned and orthodox, and can preach and defend the faith,
it is not so rooted in him as to endure the trial; butif a
strong temptation from subtlety or carnal interest assault
him, you shall see that he was built upon the sand, and that
there was in him a secret root of bitterness, and an evik
heart of unbelief, which causeth him to depart from the liv-
ing God ; Heb.iii. 12. Matt. xiii. 20—22: vii.26,27. Heb.
xii. 156, John vi. 60. 64. 66. 1 Tim. vi. 10, 11. o

IIL. 1. A Christian indeed, is net only cenfirmed in the
essentials of Christianity, but he hath a clear, delightful
sight of those useful truths, which are the integrals.of Chris-.
tianity, and are built upon the fundamentals, and are the
branches of the master-points of faith. Though. he see not
all the lesser truths (which are branched out at last into in-
numerable particles), yet he seeth the main bedy of sacred
verities, delivered by Christ for man’s sanctifieation § and
seeth them methodically. in their proper places ; and seeth
how one supports another, and in how beautiful an erder
and contexture they are placed. - And as he sticketh not in
the bare principles, so he receiveth all these additions of
knowledge, not notionally only, but practically, as the food
on. which his seul must live; Heb.v. 13,14. wvi 1, 2. &c.
Matt. xiii. 1}.  Eph. i. 18. iii. 18,19. John xiii. 17, . - .

2. A weak Christian (in knowledge) besides the princi-
ples or essentials of religion, doth know but a few disorder-
ed, scattered truths ; which are also buthalf known,because
while he hath some knowledge of those points, he.ig igno-
rant of many others, which are needful to the supporting,
and clearing, and improving of them; and because he
knoweth them not in their places, and order, and relation,
and aspect upon other truths. And, therefore, if tempta-
tions be strong, and come with advantage, the weak Chris-
tian, in such points, is .easily drawn into many errors ; and
thence into great confidence and conceitedness in these er-
rors ; and thence into sinful, dangerous courses in the pro-
secution and practice of those errors. . Such aze like ¢ ehil-
dren tossed up and down, and earried to and fro by every
wind of doctrine, through the cunning sleight and. subtlety
of men, whereby they lie in wait to .deceive;” Eph. iy, 14,
2Cor. xi.3. . Col.ii:4. 2Tim.ii.7. . .

3. The seeming Christian having no saving, practxcal
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knowledge of the essentials of Christianity themselves, doth
therefore, either neglect to know the rest, or knoweth them
but notionally, as common sciences, and subj ecteth them all
to his warldly interest. . And, therefore, is still of that side
or.party in religion, which, upon the account of safety, ho-
nour, or preferment., his flesh commandeth him to follow.
Either he is still on the greater, rising side, and of the rulers
of religion, be it what it will ;.or if he dissent, it.is in pur-
suit of another game, which pride or fleshly ends have start-
ed; 2 Pet. ii. 14.. Gal.iii.3. Johnix.22. xii.42,43. Matt.
xm.21 2. .

. IV. 1. The. Christian mdeed hath not only reason for
hls religion, but also hath an inward, continual principle,
even the Spirit of Christ, which is as a new nature, inclining
and seniivening him to a holy life ; whereby he mindeth and
savoureth the things of the Spirit. Not that his nature doth
work blindly, as nature doth in the irrational creatares; but
at'least it much imitateth nature as it is found in rational
creatures, where the inclination is necessary, but the opera-
tions free, and subject to reason. It is = spiritual appetite
in:the rstional appetite, even the will, and a spiritual, visive
disposition in the understanding. Not a faculty in a.facul-
ty:; -but the right disposition of the faculties to their highest
objects, to which they are by corruption made unsuitable.
So thatiit is neither a proper power in the natural sense, nor
a mere.act, butnearest to the nature of a seminal disposition
or hahit, - It .is the lealth and rectitude of the faculties of
the:soul. Hven.as mnature hath made the understanding
disposed to.truth: in general, and. the will disposed or in-
clined $0 good in general; and.to self-preservation and feli-
city in particular ; so the:Spirit of Christ doth dispose the
understanding to spiritual truth, to know God and the mat-
ters. of salvation, and doth incline the will to God and holi-
mess, not blindly, as they are unknown; but te love and
serve @ known God.:: So. that whether this be properly or
only analogically called a nature, or rather should be called
a babit, I determine not; but certaindy it is a fixed diposi-
tion and inclimation, which. Scripture calleth the “ Divine
natare” (2 Pet.i. 4.), and ““ the seed of God abiding in us;”
1 Johniii. 9. - But most usually it is called the Spirit of
God, or of Christ,in us... “If any man have not the Spirit
of Chyist, the same is none of his ;” Rom.viii.9. “ By one
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Spirit we' are all baptized into one body;” 1 Cor. xii.13.
Therefore, we are said “ to be in the Spirit, and walk after
the Spirit, and by the Spirit to mortify the deeds of the bo-
dy;” Rom.viii. 1.9.13. Anditis called, “ the Spirit of the
Son, and the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa-
ther;” or are inclined to God, as children to their father;
and the “ Spirit of grace and supplication ;”’ Rom. viii. 15.23.
26. Gal.iv.6. v. 17, 18. Eph.ii. 18.22. iv. 3, 4. Phil.i.27. ii. 1.
Zech.xii. 10. From this Spirit, and the fruits of it, we are
called new creatures; and quickened, and made alive to God;
2Cor.v.17. Eph.ii.15. Rom.vi.11.13. It is a great
controversy, whether this holy disposition and inclination
was natural to Adam or not, and consequently, whether it
be a restored nature in us, or not. It was so natural to him
as health is natural to the body, but not so natural as.to be
a necessitating principle, nor so as to be inseparable and’
unlosable.

2. This same Spirit and holy inclingtion is in the weak~
est Christian also, but in a small degree, and remissly ope-
rating, so as that the fleshly inclination oft seemeth to be -
the stronger, when he judgeth by its passionate strugglings
within him. Though, indeed, the Spirit of life doth not on-
ly strive, but conquer in the main, even in the weakest
Christians ; Rom. viii.9. Gal.v.17—21. :

3. The seeming Christian hath only the ineffe¢tual -mo-
tions of the Spirit to a holy life, and effectual motions and
inward dispositions to some common duties of religion.
And from these, with the natural principles of self-love and
common honesty, with the ontward persuasions of compa-
ny and advantages, his religion is maintained, without the -
regeneration of the Spirit; John iii.6.

V. From hence it followeth, 1. That a Christian indeed
doth not serve God for fear only, but for love; even for love
both of himself, and of his holy work and service. Yea,the -
strong Christian’s love to.God and holiness, is not only
greater than his love to creatures, but greater than his fear
of wrath and punishment. The love of God constraineth
him to duty; 2Cor.v.14. “Love is the fulfilling of the
law” (Rom. xiii. I0.), therefore, the Gospel cannot be obey-
ed without it. He saith not, ¢ O that this were no duty, and
O that this forbidden thing were lawful;’ though his flesh

say 80, the Spirit, which is the predominant part, doth not.
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But he:saith, “ O how I love thy law! O that my ways-
were so directed that I might keep thy statutes !” Psal. cxix.
5. For the Spirit is willing, even when the flesh is weak.
He serveth not God against his will ; but his will is to serve
him more, and better than he doth. He longeth to be per-
fect, and perfectly to do the will of God, and taketh the
remnant of his sinful infirmities to be a kind of bondage to
him, which he groaneth to be delivered from. - To will even
perfection is present with ‘him, though not perfectly ; and .
though he do not all that he willeth. And this is the true
meaning of Paul’s complaints ; Rom. vii. Because the flesh
warreth against the Spirit, he cannot do the good that he
would ; thatis, he cannot be perfect, for so he would be;
Gal.v. 17. His love and will excel his practice.

2. The weak Christian also hath more love to God and
holiness than to the world and fleshly pleasure. But yet
his fear of punishment is greater than his love to God and
holiness. To have no love to God, is inconsistent with a
state of grace, and so it is to have less love to God than to
the world, and less love to holiness than to sin. But to have
more fear -than love is consistent with sincerity of grace.
Yea, the weak Christian’s love to God and holiness is joined
with so much backwardness and averseness, and interrupted
with weariness, and with the carnal allurements and diver-
siops of the creature, that he cannot certainly perceive whe-
ther his love and willingness be sincere or not. He goeth on
in a course of duty, but so heavily, that he scarce knoweth
whether his love or loathing of it be the greater. He goeth
to it as a sick man to his meat, or labour. All that he doth
is with so much pain or indisposedness, that to his feeling,
his averseness seemeth greater than his willingness, were it
not that necessity maketh him willing. For the habitual
love and complacency which he hath towards God and duty,
is so oppressed by fear, and by averseness, that it is not so
much felt in act as they.

3. A seeming Christian hath no true love of God and ho-
liness. at all, but some ineffectual liking and wishes which
are overborne by a greater backwardness, and by a greater
love to earthly things ; so that fear alone, without any true,
effectual love, is the spring and principle of his religion and
obedience. God hath not his heart, when he draweth near
him with his lips; he doth more than he would do, if he
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were not forced by necessity and fear ;:and had rather be -
excused, and lead another kind of  life'; Matt. xv. 8" ‘Isa.
xxix. 13. Though necessity and fear are very helpful to the
most sincere, yet fear alone, wnt.hout love or wxlhng'ness s
agraceless state. . S
VI. 1. A Christian mdeed doth love God in these three
gradations: he loveth him much for his:mercy to himself,
and far that goodness which coasisteth in benignity to him-
self ; but he loveth him more for ‘his/ merey to the ohurch,
and for that goodness which consisteth in’his‘benignity to
the church. But he loveth him most of- all for his infinite
perfections and essential excellericies ; his infinite power,
and wisdom, and goodness; simply in ‘himself :considered.
For he knoweth-that Tove to himself obligeth him td retums
of love ; especially differencing, saving grace : and he know-
eth that the souls of millions are:more worth incomparably
than his own, and that God may be much more honoured by
them, than by him‘alone ; and therefore he knoweth that the
mercy to many is greater mercy, and a greater demonstration
of the goodness of God, and therefore doth render him move
amiable to man ; Rom. ix. 3. - And yet he knoweth that es-
sential perfection and goodness of God, as simply in hiniself
and for himself, is much more amiable than his benignity to
* the creature; and that he that is the first efficient, must
needs be the ultimate, final cause of all things; and that
God is not finally for the creature, but the creature for God,
(for all that he needeth it not) “For of him, and through
him, and to him areall things;” .Rom.xi. 36.." Andashe is
" infinitely better than ourselves, so he is to be better loved
than ourselves. As I love a wise and virtuous' person,
thoughhebe one I never expect to receive any thing from, and
therefore love him for his own sake, and not- for' his benig-
" aity or usefulness to me: so muit I love God most for his
essential perfections, though his benignity also doth repre-
sent him amiable. As he is blindly selfish that would not
rather himself be annihilated or perish, than: whole king-
doms should all perish, or-the sun be taken out of the world ;
(because that which is best must be loved as best, and there-
fore be best loved :) so is he more blind, who in his estima-
tive, complacential love, preferreth ‘not infinite, etersal
goodness, before such an imperfect, silly creature as himself
(or all the world). We are commanded to love our neigh-
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bour as ourselves, when God i¢ ta be loved with all the heart,
and soul, and might, which therefore signifieth more than to
lave him as ourselves ; (or else he were to beloved no more
than our neighbour). So that the strong Christian loveth
God so much ahove himself, as that he accounteth himself
and all his interests, as nothing in comparison of God, yea,
and loveth himself more for God than for himself: though
his own salvation be loved and desired by him, and God
must be loved for his mercy and benignity ; yet that salva-
tion itself which he desireth, is nothing else but the love of
God: wherein his love is the final, felicitating act, and God
is the final, felicitating object, and the felicity of loving is
not first desired ; but the attractive object doth draw out
our love, and thereby make us consequentially happy in the
enjoying exercise thereof. Thus God is all and in all to the
soul ; Psal. Ixxiii. 26. Rom. xi. 36. 1 Cor. x. 31. Deut.
vi.5. . Matt. xxiii. 37. xix. 17.

2. A weak Christian also loveth God as one that is in-
finitely better than himself and all things; (or else he did
not love him at all as God). But in the exercise he is so
much in the minding of himself, and so seldom and weak in
the contemplation of Ged’s perfections, that he feeleth more
of his love to himself, than unto God ; and feeleth more of
hislove to God, as for the benetits which he receiveth in and
by himself, than as for his own perfections; yea, and often
feeleth the love of himself to work more strongly than his
love ta the:church, and all else in the world. The care of
his own salvation is the highest principle which he ordina-
rily pereetveth in any great strength in him ; and he is very
littleand weakly: carried out to the love of the whole church,
and to the:love of God above himself; Phil. ii. 20—22.
1.Cor. x.24. Jer.xlv. 5.

- 3. A seeming Christian hath a common love of God as
he is good, both in himself, and unto the world, and unto
him. Bat this is not for his holiness ; and it is but a ge-
nerdl, ineffectual approbation-and praise of God, which fol-
loweth a dead, ineffectual unbelief: but his chief, predomi-
nant love is always to his carnal self, and the love both of
his soul, and of God, is subjected to his fleshly self-love.
His chief love to God is for prospering him in the world,
and such as is subservient to his sensuality, pride, covetous-
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ness, presumption and false hopes; Luke xviii. 21, 22.
1 John ii. 156. 2 Tim. iii. 2.4. John xii.43. v.42.

VIL. 1. A Christian indeed doth practically take this
. love of God, and the holy expressions of it, to be the very
life and top of his religion, and the very life, and beauty, and
pleasure of his soul : he makes it his work in the world, and
loveth himself (complacentially) but so far as he findeth in
himself the love of God ; and so far as he findeth himself
without it, he loatheth himself as an unlovely carcase : and
so far as his prayers and obedience are without it, he looks
on them but as unacceptable, loathsome things ; and there-
fore he is taken up.in the study of redemption, because he
can nowhere so clearly see the love and loveliness of God,
as in the face of a Redeemer, even in the wonders of love
revealed in Christ. And he studieth them, that love may
kindle love; and therefore he delighteth in the contem-
plating of God’s attributes and infinite perfections; and in
the beholding of him in the frame of the creation, and read-
ing his name in the book of his works, that his soul may by
such steps, be raised in love and admiration of his Maker.
And as it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold the sun
or light, so it is to the mind of the Christian indeed, to be
frequently and seriously contemplating the nature and glory
of God: and the exercise of love in such contemplations is
most of his daily walk with God. And therefore it is also,
that he is more taken up in the exercises of thanksgiving,
and the praises of the Almighty, than in the lower parts of
godliness ; so that though he neglect not confession of sin
and humiliation, yet doth he use them but in subserviency
to the love and praise of God : he doth but rid out the filth
that is indecent in a heart that is to entertain its God.” He
placeth not the chief part ofhis religion in any outward du-
ties, nor in any lower, preparatory acts; nor doth he stop
in any of these, however he neglect them not. But he useth
them all to advance his soul in the love of God ; and useth
them the more diligently, because the love of God, to which
they conduce, as to their proper end, is so high and excel-
lent a work. Therefore in David’s psalms you find a heart
delighting itself in the praises of God, and in love with his
word and works, in order to his praises ; Psal.cxvi. 1. &c.
cvi. ‘ciii. cxlv. cxlvi. &c. Rom. viii. 37. '
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‘2. The weak Christian is taken up but.very little with
the lively exercises of love and praise, nor with any studies
higher than his own distempered heart : the care of his poor
soul, and the complaining ‘of his manifold infirmities and
corruptions, is the most of his religion : and if he set him-
self to the praising of God, or-to thanksgiving, he is as dull
and short in it as if it were not hlS proper work ; Psal. lxxv’u.
Mark ix. 24. xvi. 14.

3. The seeming Christian Tiveth to the flesh ; and carnal
self-love is the active principle of his life ; and he is ‘neither
exercised in humiliation or in praise sincerely, being un-
acquainted both with: holy joy and sorrow: but knowing
that he is in the hands of God, to prosper or destroy him,
he will humble himself to him to escape his judgments, and
praise him with some gladness for.the sunshine of prospe-
rity ; and he will seem to be piously thanking God, when
he is but rejoicing in .the accommodations of his flesh, or
strengthening his presumption and false hopes of heaven ;
Luke xviii. 11. xii. 19. Isa. lviii. 2.

VIII. 1. A Christian indeed is one that is so apprehen-
sive of his lost condition, unworthiness, and utter insuffi-
ciency for himself, and of the office, perfection, and suffi-
ciency of Christ, that he hath absolutely put his soul, and
all his hopes into the hands of Christ, and now liveth in him
and. upon him; as having no life but what he hath from
Christ, nor any other way of access to God, or acceptance
of his person, or his service, but-by him. : In him he behold-
eth and delightfully admireth the love and goodness of the
Father; in him he hath access with boldness unto God ;
through him the most terrible, avenging judge is become a
reconciled God, and he that we could not remember but with
trembling, is. become the most ‘desirable object of our
thoughts. He is delightfully employed in prying into the -
unsearchable mystery : and Christ doth even dwell in his
heart by faith; ‘“and being rooted and grounded in love, he
apprehendeth with all saints, what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height, and knoweth the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge;” Ephes. iii. 17—19. "He per-
ceiveth that he is daily beholden to Christ that he is not in
hell, that sin doth not make him like to devils, and that he
is not utterly forsaken of God : he feeleth that he is be- -
holden to Christ for every hour’s time, and every mercy to
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his sonl or body, and for all his hepe: of mexcy in this life,
erin the life to eome. - He perceiveth that he is dead in him-
self, and that his “ life is hid with Christ in God.” And

~ therefore he ia as *f buried :and -risen-again. with Chriat;”

even ““dead to ain, but alive- to Gad through Jesus Christ ;¥
Rom. vi: 3, 4. 11. Col.iv. 4. He saith-with Paul, Gal. 2.
20.:“I am crucified with :Qhrist: nevertheless I live; - yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life whigh I now live
in-the flesh I 'live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me.” Thus doth he live.as traly
and constantly by ithe second Adam,'who is:a quickening
gpirit, as he doth by the first Adam, whowas a liviag soul ;
1 Cor.xvi 45. - This is a-confirmed Chiristian’s life. - !

»«-2; But the weak Christian, though he be also -united
unto Christ, and live by faith, yet how languid are the opera-
tions of that faith? . How dark and dull are his:thoughts of
Christ? - How little is his-sense of the wonders of Godls
love revealed -to the world, in the mystery of ‘redemption ?
How little use doth he'make of Christ ? - -And how little life
receéives he from him? And how little comfort findeth he
in:believing, iw comparison' of that which the confirmed
find ?° He is ‘to'Christ as:a sick person:to-his feed : he only
picketh here and there'a:little of the crumbs of the bread of
hfe; to ‘keep him from dying s :but is wofully unacquainted

| with the mest-powerful works -of faith. He is such a be-
K liever as is next to an -unbeliever; and such a member of

Chmst ag is:néxt to a:mere strapger. .

'+3. And.for the seeming Christian, he may understa.nd
the letter of the Gospel, and-number himself: with Christ’s
disciples; and be baptized with water, and have such-a faith
as'is a dead opinion ; but: he hath not en effectudl, living
faith, nor is baptized with the Holy Ghost; noris:his:soul
engaged absolutely and entirely ‘in. the covenant of Chris-
tianity . to his Redeenier : 'he may have a-handsone, well-
made image- of Christianity, but it is the flesh and sense,
and not Christ and faith; by which his life is. aotuated and
ordered’; John iii. 6. Rom.:i. 28. '

IX. l A: Christian indeed doth ﬁrmly believe that Clmlt
is8 a “Teacher sent from God,” (John iii. 2.) and that he
came from heaven.to reveal his Father's will,-and to bring
“ life and immortality’* more fully * to light by his Gospel ;”
and that if an angel had been sent to tell us of the life to
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come, and theiway:thereto, he had not been do credible and
venerable a messenger as the Son of God'; and therefore he
taketh him alone for his' chief Teacher, and :knoweth fio
master on earth but him, and such as he appointeth under
him : his study in the world is to know & crucified and glo-
rified Christ, and God by him, and he regardeth no- ether
knowledge, nor useth any other studies butthis, and such as
are subservient to this. Even when he' studieth the works
of nature, it is as by the conduct ‘of the Restorer of nature,
and as one help appointed him by Christ, to lead him up to
the knowledge of God. And therefore he perceiveth that
- Christ.is made-of Ged unto us, wisdom as well as righteous-

ness: and that Christianity is ‘the true philosophy; and
that the: wisdom of the world, which is only abeut werldly
things, from worldly principles, to a worldly end, is foolish-
ness with God : he taketh nothing for wisdom which tend-
ath ‘'mot to acquaint him more with God, or lead him up-¢6
evetlasting: happiness. : Christ is his Teacher (either by na-
tural or supernatural revelation) and God is his ultimate end
in all his studies, and all' that he: desireth to know in the
world.: He valueth knowledge according to its usefulness’:
and he knoweth that its: chief use is to lead us to the love of
God; Matt. xxiii. 8. 1 Cor.i. 30. ii. 2, Sw John. i 18
Col i 3. 'Ephes. iv. 13. o

- 2, Though the weak Christian'hath the same’ Master, yet
alas; ‘how little doth he learni! ~ And how oft is he hearken-
ing to theteaching of the flesh ! 'And how camal, and com-
mon is much of his knowledge ! How little doth he depend on .
Chirist, in hisinquiries after the things of nature! *'And how
apt is he-to think '4lmost as highly of the teaching of Aris-
totle, Plato, Seneca, or at least of some: excellent préaéher’,
as of Christ's! ' And to forget that these are but his messén-
gers and instruments, to convey unto us several parcels of
that truth, whichis his, and not theirs, and which (hatutally
or supernaturally) they réceived' from him’; and all these
candles were lighted by him,'wheis thé sun!‘ "And how
little doth this weak Christian refer his common knowledge
to God ;- or uee it for him ;" or to the furtherance of hts own
lmd others happiness! - } Tlm it.4,"- " - -

. .- And the Seeming Christian, though matermlly he may -
be eminent for knowledge, yet is so far from resigning him-
self to the teachings of Christ, that he maketh even his



396 CHARACTER OF A SOUND,

knowledge of Christian verities to be to him but a common,
carnal thing, while he knoweth it but in a common manner,
and useth it to the service of the flesh, and never yet learned '
so much as to be a new creature, nor to love God as God
above the world ; 1 Cor. xiii. 2.

X. 1.LA Chrlsnan indeed is one whose repentance hath
been deep, and serious, and universal, and unchangeable : it
hath gone to the very roots of sin, and to the bottom of the
_sore, and hath not left behind it any reigning, unmortified
sin, nor any prevalent love to fleshly pleasures. His repen-
tance did not only disgrace his sin, and cast some reproach-
ful words against it, and use confessions to excuse him from
mortification, and to-save its life, and hide it from the mor-
tal blow; nor doth he only repent of his open sins, and
those that are most censured by the beholders of his life ;
but.he specially perceives the dangerous poison of pride,
and unbelief, and worldliness, and the want of the love of
God ; and all his outward and smaller sins, do serve to shew
him the greater malignity of these, and these are the matter
of his greatest lamentations. He taketh not up a profession
of religion with strong corruptions, secretly covered in his
heart ;. but. his religion -consisteth-in the death of his cor-
ruptions, and the purifying of his heart; he doth not secretly
cherish any sin as too sweet or too profitable to be utterly
forsaken, nor overlook it as a small, inconsiderable matter.
But he feeleth sin tobe his enemy and his disease, and as he
desireth not one enemy, one sickness, one wound, one broken
bone, one serpent in his bed, so he.desireth not any one sin
to be spared in -his soul; but saith with David; ¢ Search
me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my
thoughts, .and see.if there be any wicked way in me: and
lead me in the way everlasting;” Psal. cxxxix. 23. He
liveth in no gross and-scandalous. sin: and his infirmities
are comparatively few and small ; so that if he were not a
sharper accuser of himself, than the most observant spec-
tators are (that are just) there would little be known by him
that is culpable and matfer of reproof. He * walketh i in all
the commandments and ordinances of God blameless ;” (as
to any notable miscarriage,) -Luke i.6. He is “ blameless
and harmless, as the son of God, without rebuke in' the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation ; amoag whom
he shineth as a light in the world ;” Phil. ii. 15, The fear, .
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and love, and obedience of God, is the work and tenor of
his life.

2. But the weak Chrlstxan, though he hath no sin but
what he is a hater of, and fain-would.be delivered from, yet
alas! how 1mperfect is his deliverance! And how weak is
the hatred of his sin, and mixed with so.-much proneness to
it, that his life is much blemished with the spots of his of-
fences. Though his unbelief, and pride,-and worldliness
are not predominant in him, yet are they (or some of them)
still so strong, and fight so much against his faith, humility,
and heavenliness, that he can scarcely tell which hath the
upper hand ; nor can others that see the failings of his life,
discern whether the good or the evil be most prevalent::
Though it be heaven which he most seeketh, yet earth is so
much regarded by him, that his heavenlymindedness' is
greatly damped and suppressed by it. And though it be
the way of -godliness and obedience which-he walketh in,
yet is it with so many stumblings and falls, if not deviations
also, that maketh him oft a burden to himself, a shame to
his professmn, and a snare or trouble to those about him,
His heart is like an ill-swept house, that hath many a slut-
tish corner init. And his life is like a motheaten garment,
which hath many a hole, which you may see if you bring'it
into the light; 1 Cor. iii. 1—3. vi. 6—8. xi. 18, 21, 22, &c.

3. And for the seeming Christian, his repentance doth
but crop the branches, it goeth not to the root and heart'of
his sin: it leaveth his fleshly mind and interest in the
dominion :'it polisheth his life, but maketh- him nota -
new creature : it casteth away those sins which the flesh
can spare, and which bring more shame, or loss; or trouble
with them, than worldly honour, gain or pleasure ; but still
he is a very worldling at the heart ; and the sins - which his
fleshly pleasures and felicity consist -in, he will hide by
confessions and seeming oppositions, but never mortifyand
forsake. . As Judas, that while he followed. Christ was yet
a thief, and a covetous hypocrite; John xii. 6.: 1 Tim. vi. 10;

XI. 1. Hence it followeth that a Christian indeed doth
heartily love the searching light, that it may fully acquaint:
him with his sins: he is truly desirous-to know the worst of
himself ; and therefore useth the word of God, as a candle;
to shew him what is in his heart ; and bringeth himself wil-
lingly into the light: he loveth the most searching books
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and preachers ; not only becatise they disclose the faults of
other men, but his own: he is not one that so loveth bis
pleasant and,:profitable sins, as to fly the light, lest he should
be forced. to know them, and so to forsake them; butbe;
cause he hateth them, and is resolved to forsake them, there-
fore he would know them; John iii. 19—21. . Therefore he
is not only patient under, reproofs, but loveth them, and is
thankful. to a charitable reprover, and maketh a good use
even ;of malicious and passionate reproofs; Psal. cxli. &
2 Sam. xvi. 11. He sqith, as in Job xxxiv, 32. * That which
I see not, teach thou me. If I have done iniquity, I will do
no -more.” His hatred of the sin, and desire to be reforsaed,
suffer net his heart by pride to rise up againet the remedy,
and reject reproof. . Though he will not, falgely canfess his
duty to be his sin, nor take: the judgment. of every selfish,
passionate, or ignorant reprover to be. infallible, nor:te be
his rule ;. yet ifa judicious, impartial person do but-suspect
him of e faylt, he is ready to suspect himself of it, unless he
be cextain that he iscleaz,. . Helaveth him better that would
save him from his sin, than him thst wauld entice him to it
and. taketh him, for.his best friend who deslsth freely with
him, and is the greatest enemy to his faults ; and a flatterer
he taketh hut for the most dangerous. lnsmuatmg kmd, of
foo.

But the weak Chmtmn, though h,e hate his snn, and
lave reformatxon, and loveth the most searching books and
preachers, and lovesh a gentle kind. of reproof, yet hath so
much pride and selfishness remaining, that any reproof.that
geemeth disgraceful to him, goeth very hardly down, with
bim,; like a bitter medicine to a queasy stomach :, if you zer
prove him before others, or if your reproof be not very care-
fully sugared and mjnced, so thet it rather extenvate then
gggravate, his fault; he will be ready to cast it up.into. your
fage, and with retort to tell yon of some faulés of your
owWn; eF some way shew you how little hie loveth.it, and hosw
little thanks he giveth.you forit.. If you will not let him
alone with his infirmities, he will distaste you, if not fall out
with you, and let. you know, by his smart and impatience,
that. you have touched him in the sere and galled place., He
must be a man of very great gkill in-managing a re.prm&that
shall not romewhat proveke him to distaste. .. B

.-3. And for the sgeming Christian, this is.¢ hvs condemmn
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tion, that light is come into the world, and he loveth dark-
ness rather than light, because hig deeds are evil.” He com-
eth not to the light, lest his deeds should be discovered and
reproved ; John iii. 19—2}: He liketh a.searching preach-
er for others, and loveth to hear their sins laid .open; if it:ne:
way: reflecteth upen himself. . But for himself he liketh best
a.general or a smeothing. preacher;.and he flieth from a
quick and searching ministry, lest he should. be proved and.
convinced to be:in:a state of sim and misery. Guilt maketh:
him fear or -hate a lively, searching preacher, even as the
guilty. prisoner bateth the judge. .He loveth no company so.
well as that which thinketh highly of him,. and applaudeth
apd commendeth him, and neither by their, reproofs or
stricter lives, will trouble his conscience with the remem-
hrence of his sin, or the knowledge of his misery, . He:will
take you for his enemy.for telling him. the truth,..if you go
about to convince him of his undone condition, and tell hima
ofihis beloved sin. - Sin is taken to be as himself; it is he
that doth evil, and not only sin that dwelleth in hims and
therefore all that you say against his sin, he taketh as spoken
dgainst; himself; and he will defend his sin as he weould de-~
fend himself : he will hear you till you come to touch him-
gelf; as the Jews didiby Stephen, Acts vii.51: 54« when they
heard him, eall them;: stiff-necked resisters of God, and per-
secutors, then they were cut to the heart; and did .grind their
teeth at himi And as they .did by Paul, Acts xxii. 22.
« They gave audience to this. wond, and then, lift, up. theiy
voices and said, Away with such a fellow from. the earth;
for it is not fit that he should live;” Gal.ivi16. Johnix.
40, .- Matt. xxi. 456. The priests and Pharisees would :have
laid hands on Christ,. when they.pereeived that he apake of
them. Apd. Ahab hated Mieaiah, because he did not pro-
phesy good of him, but evil; 1Kings xxii.8. Deservedly
deo they perish.in their sin: and misery, that hate him that
would deliver them; and refuse the remedy.. *“ Whoso.loveth
instruetion loveth kinowledge, but he:that hateth reproof is
brutish;” Prov. ii. d. .. < He that being often reproved, har-
deneth his neck; shall suddenly be d:estroyed. and that withy
out remedy ;” Prov. xxix..L . .

XIL 1. A Christian.indeed, is one:that unfelgnedly de-
nreth to attain.to.the highest degree of holiness, and to be
perfectly freed from every thing that is .sin.. He. desireth

’
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perfection, though not with a perfect desire. He sitteth not
down contentedly in any low degree of grace. He looketh
on the holiest (how poor soever) with much more reverence
and esteem than on the most rich and honourable in the
world ; and he had far rather be one of the- most holy, than:
one of the most prosperous and great; he had rather bea
Paul or Timothy, than a Cesar or an Alexander. He com-
plaineth of nothing with so much sorrow, as that he can
know and love his God no more!. How happy an exchange
would he count it, if he had more of the knowledge and love
of God, though he lost all his wealth and honour in the
world! His smallest sins are a greater burden to him, than'
his greatest corporal wants and sufferings : as Paul, who be-
cause he could not perfectly fulfil God’s law, aad be as good
as he would, he crieth out as in bondage, “ O wretched man
that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of tlns
death?” Rom.vii.24. . .

- 2. And for the weak Christian, though he is habitually
and resolvedly of the same mind, yet, alas! his desires after
perfectlon are much. more languid in him; and he hath too
much patience and reconciledness to some of - his sins, and
sometimes taketh them to be sweet; so that his enmity to
his pride, or covetousness, or passion, . is much abated, and
suffereth his sin to waste his grace, and -wound his con-
science, and hinder much of his communion with God. He
seeth not the odiousness of sin, ‘nor the beauty of holiness,
with so clear a sight as the confirmed Christian doth : he
hateth sin more for the ill effects of it, than for its malig-
nant, hateful nature : he seeth not clearly the intrinsic evil -
that is in sin, which maketh it deserve the pains of hell:
nor doth he discern the difference between a holy and un-
holy soul, so clearly as the stronger Chrlstlan doth'; 1 Cor.
iii.2,3. Heb. xii. 1.

3. And as for the seeming Chnstnan, though he may ap-
prove-of perfect holiness in. another, and may wish for it
himself, when he thinketh of it but.in the :general, and not
as it is exclusive and destructive of his beloved sin; yet
when it cometh to particulars, he cannot away with. it; he
is so far from desiring it, that he will not endure it. - The
name of holiness he liketh ; and that preservation from hell
which is the consequent of it ; but when he understandeth
what it is, he hath no mind of it. That holiness which
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should cure his ambition and pride, and make him contented
with a low condition, he doth not like: he loveth not that
holiness, which would deprive him of his covetousness, his
intemperance in pleasant meats and drinks, his fleshly lusts,
and inordinate pleasures. Nor doth he desire that holiness
should employ his soul in the love of God, and in daily
prayer, and meditating on his word, and raise him to a hea-
venly life on earth. :
XIII, 1. A Christian indeed is one that maketh God and
“heaven the end, reward and motive of his life ; and liveth
not in the world for any thing in the world, but for that
endless happiness which the next world only can afford.
The reasons which actuate his thoughts, and choice, and all
his life, are fetched from heaven. The interest of God and
his soul as to eternity, is the ruling interest in him. Asa
traveller goeth all the way, and beareth all the difficulties
of it, for the sake of the end or place that he is going to,
(however he may talk of many other matters by the way;)
80 is it with a Christian ; he knoweth nothing worthy of his
life and labours, but that which he hopeth for hereafter.
This world is too sinful, and too vile and short to be his fe-
licity. His very trade and work in the world is to lay up a
treasure in heaven, (Matt.vi.20.) “and to lay up a good
foundation against the time to come, and to lay hold on
eternal life ;” (1 Tim. vi. 19.) and therefore his very heart is
there, (Matt. vi.21.) and he is employed in seeking and set-
ting his affections on the things above : (Col. iii. 1—3.) and
his conversation and traffic are in heaven ; (Phil. iii. 20, 21.)
‘ he looketh not at the things which are seen, which are
temporal, but at the things which are uot seen, which are
eternal:” (2 Cor.iv.18.) he is a stranger upon earth, and
heaven is to him as his home. .
2. The weak Christian also hath the same end, and hope,
and motive; and preferreth his hopes of the life to come,
“before all the wealth and pleasures of this life : but yet his
thoughts of heaven are much more strange and dull; he
hath so much doubting and fear yet mixed with his faith and
hope, that he looketh before him to his everlasting state,
with backwardness and trouble, and with small desire and
delight. He hath so much hope of heaven, as to abate his
fears of hell, and make him think of eternity with more
VOL. VIIIL D D
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quietness than he could do, if he found himself unregene-
rate ; but not so much as to make his thoughts of heaven
so free, and sweet, and frequent, nor his desires after it so
strong, as the confirmed Christiat’s are: and therefore his
duties, and his speech of heaven, and his endeavours to ob-
tain it, are all more languid and unconstant ; and he is much
more prone to fall in love with earth, and to entertain the
motions of reconciliation to the world, and to have his heart
too much set upon some place, or person, or thing below,
and to be either delighted too much in the possession of it,
or afflicted and troubled too much with the loss of it : earth-
Iy things are too much the motives of his life, and the rea-
sons of his joys and griefs : though he hath the true belief
of a life to come, and it prevaileth in the main against the
world, yet it is but little that he useth to the commanding,
and raising, and comforting his soul, in comparison of what
a strong believer doth; Matt.xvi. 22,23.

3. But the seeming Christian would serve God and mam
mon, and placeth his chief and most certain happiness prac-
tically on earth; though speculatively he know and say
that heaven is better, yet doth he not practically judge it to
" be so to him; and therefore he loveth the world above it,
and he doth most carefully lay up a treasure on earth;
(Matt. vi. 19.) and is resolved first to seek and secure his
portion here below ; and yet he taketh heaven for a reserve,
as knowing that the world will cast him off at last, and die -
he must, there is no remedy ; and therefore he taketh hea-
ven as next unto the best, as his second hope, as better than
hell, and will go in religion as far as he can, without the loss
of his prosperity here; so that earth and flesh do govern
and command the design and tenor of his life ; but heaven
and his soul shall have all that they can spare; which may
be enough to make him pass with men for one eminently re-
ligious; 1John ii. 15. ];‘latt. xiii. 22. Luke xviii. 22, 23.
xiv.24.33. Psal.xvii. 14. Phil. iii. 18—20.

XIV. 1. A Christian indeed is one that having taken
heaven for his felicity, doth account no labour or cost too
great for the obtaining of it : he hath nothing so dear to him
in this world, which he c¢annot spare and part with for God
and the world to come : he doth not only notionally know
that nothing should seem too dear or hard for the securing
of our salvation; buthe knoweth this practically, and is re-
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solved accordingly. Though difficulties may hinder him in
particular acts, and his executions come.not up to the height
of his desires (Rom. vii. 16, 17, &c.), yet he is resolved that
he will never break on terms with Christ. There is no duty
so hard which he is not willing and resolved to perform;
and no sin so sweet or gainful which he is not willing to
forsake : he knoweth how unprofitable a bargain he makes,
who winneth the world, and loseth his own soul ; and that
no gain can ransom his soul, or recompense him for the loss
of his salvation; Mark viii. 36. He knoweth that it is im-
possible to be a loser by God, or to purchase heaven at too
dear a rate; he knoweth that whatsoever it cost him, heaven
will fully pay for all ; and that it is the worldling’s labour,
and not the saint’s, that is repented of at last. He marvel-
leth more at distracted sinners, for making such a stir for
wealth, and honours, and command, than they marvel at bim
for making so much ado for heaven. He knoweth that this
world may be too dearly. bought, but so cannot his salvation ;
yea, he knoweth that even our duty itself, is not our smallest
privilege and mercy ; and that the more we do for God, the
more we receive, and the greater is our gain and honour;
and that the sufferings of believers for righteousness sake,
do not only prognosticate their joys in heaven, but occasion
here the greatest joys that any short of heaven partake of ;
Matt.v.11,12. Rom.v.l1—3.&c. He is not one that de-
sireth the end without the means, and would be saved, so it
may be on cheap and easy terms ; but he absolutely yield-
eth to the terms of Christ, and saith with Austin, * Da quod
jubes, et jube quod vis;’ ‘Cause me to do what thou com-
mandest, and command what thou wilt.” Though Pelagius
contradicted the first sentenee, and the flesh the second,
yet Augustine owned both, and so doth every true believer :
he greatly complaineth of his backwardness to obey, but
never complaineth of the strictness of the command. He
loveth the holiness, justness and goodness of the laws, when
he bewaileth the unholiness and badness of his heart: he
desireth not God to command him less, but desireth grace
and ability to do more. He is so far from the mind of the
ungodly world, who cry out against too much holiness, and
meking so much ado for heaven, that he desireth even to -
reach to the degree of angels, and would fain have “ God’s
will to be done on earth, as it is done in heaven ;” and there-
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fore the more desireth to be in heaven, that he may do it
better ; Psal.cxix.5. Rom. vii,24.

2. The weak Christian hath the same estimation and re-
solution; but when it comes to practice, as his will is less
confirmed, and more corrupted and divided, so little impe-
diments and difficulties are great temptations to him, and
stop him more in the way of his obedience. All his duty is
much more tedious to him, and all his sufferings are much
more burdensome to him, than to confirmed Christians ; and
therefore he is more easily tempted into omissions and im-
patience;and walketh not so evenly or comfortably with
God. When the spirit.is willing, it yieldeth oft to the weak-
ness of the flesh, because it is willing in too remiss a de-
gree; Matt.xxvi.41. Gal.ii.14.

" 3. But the seeming Christian (though notionally and ge-
nerally he may approve of strictness) yet secretly at the
heart hath always this reserve, that he will not serve God at
too dear a rate. His worldly felicity he cannot part with,
for all the hopes of the life to come: and yet he will not,
he dare not renounce and give up those hopes; and there-
fore he maketh himself a religion of the easiest and cheap-
est parts of Christianity, (among which, sometimes, the
strictest opinions may fall out to be one part, so be it they
be separated from the strictest practice:) and this easy,
cheap religion he will needs believe to be true Christianity
and godliness, and so will hope to be saved upon these
terms : and though he cannot but know that it is the cer-
 tain character of a hypocrite, to have any thing nearer and
dearer to his heart than God, yet he hopeth that it is notso
with him, because his convinced judgment can say, that
God is best, and the world is vanity, while yet his heart and
affections so much contradict his opinion, as almost to say,
““ There is no God;” for his' heart knoweth and loveth no
God as God, that is, above his worldly happiness. He is
resolved to do so much in religion as he findeth necessary
to delude his conscience, and make himself believe that he
is godly, and shall be saved ; but when he cometh to for-
sake all, and take up the cross, and practise the costliest
parts of duty, then you shall see that mammon was better
loved than God, and he will go away sorrowful, and hope to
be saved upon easier terms (Luke xviii, 23 ) for he was ne-
wver resigned absolutely to God.
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XV. 1. A confirmed Christian is one that taketh .self-
denial for the one half of his religion ; and therefore hath
bestowed one half of his endeavours to attain and exercise
it. He knoweth that the fall of man was a turning to him-
self from God ; and that selfishness and want of love to
God, are the sum of all corruption and ungodliness; and
that the love of God and self-denial are the sum of all reli-
gion ; and that conversion is nothjng but the turning of the
heart from carnal self to God by Christ: and therefore on
this hath his care and labour been so successfully laid out,
that he hath truly and practically found out something which
is much better than himself, and to be loved and preferred
before himself, and which is to be his chief and ultimate
end. He maketh not a God of himself any more, but useth
himself for God, to fulfil his will, as a creature of his .own,
that hath no other end and use: he no more preferreth him-
self above all the world, but esteemeth himself a poor and
despicable part of the world, and more highly valueth the
honour of God, and the welfare of the church, and the good
of many, than any interest of his own. Though God in na-
ture hath taught him to regard his own felicity and to love
himself, and not to seek the glory of God, and the good of
. many souls in opposition to his own, yet he hath taught him
to prefer them (though in conjunction) much before his
own: for reason telleth him that man is nothing in compa-
rison of God, and that we are made by him and for him,
and that the welfare of the church or public societies, is
better (in order to the highest' ends) than the welfare of
some one. Selfishness in the unregenerate, is like an in-
flammation or imposthume, which draweth the humours
from other parts of the body to itself: the interest of God
and man are all swallowed up in the regard that men have
to self-interest: and the love of God and our neighbour is
turned into self-love. But selfis as annihilated in the con-
firmed Christian, so that it ruleth not his judgment, his af-
fections, or his choice: and he that lived in and to himself,
as if God and all the world were but for him, doth now live
‘to God, as one that is good for nothing else,and findeth
himself in seeking him that is infinitely above bimself; Luke
xiv.31—33. Phil.ii. 4.21.

2. And the weak Christian hath attained to so much
self-denial, that self is not predominant in him against the
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love of God and his neighbour; but yetabove all other-sins,
too great a measure of selﬁshness still remaineth in him:
These words ‘own, and ‘mine, and self,’ are too significant
with him ; every thing of his own is regarded inordinately,
with partiality, -and too much seltishness. A word against
himself, or an injury to himself, is more to him than worse
against his brother : he is too little mindful of the glory of
God, and of the public good, and the souls of others ; and
even when he is mindful of his own soul, he s tob regardless
of the souls of many, that by prayer, or exhortation, or other
means, he ought to help: as a small candle lighteth buta
little way, and a small fire heateth not far off, so is his love
so much confined, that it reacheth not far from him : he va-
laeth his friends too much upon their respect to please him-
self, and loveth men too much, as they are partial for him;
and too little upon the pure account of grace, and their love
to Christ and serviceableness to the church. He -easily
overvalueth his own abilities, and is too confident of his own
understanding, and apt to have too high -conceits of any
opinions that are hisown; he is too apt to be tempted unto
uncharitableness against those that cross him in his interest
or way. He is apt to be too negligent in the work of God,
when any self-interest doth stand against it; and too much
to seek himself, his own esteem, or his own commodity, when
he should devote himself to the good of souls, and give up
himself to the work of God: though he is not like the hy-
pocrite, that preferreth himself before the will of God and
_the common good, yet selfishness greatly stoppeth, inter-
rupteth, and hindereth him in God’s work ; -and -any great
danger, or loss, or shame, or other concernment of his own,
doth seem a greater matter to him, and oftener turn him out
of the way, than it will with a confirmed Christian. They
werenotall hypocrites that Paul speaketh of in that sad:com-
plaint, “ For I have no man like-minded (to Timdthy) who
will naturally care for your state ; forall seek their own, not
the things which are Jesus Christ’s ;” (Phil. ii. 20, 21.) that
is, they too much seek their own, and not entirely enough
the things that are ‘Christ’s ; which Timothy did naturally,
as if he had been born to it ; and grace had made the love
of Christ, and the souls of men, and -the good of others, as
natural to him, as the love of himself. Alas! how loudly
do their own distempers, and soul-miscatriages, and the di-
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visions and calamities of the church, proclaim, that the
weaker sort of Christians have yet too much selfishness, and
that self-denial is lamentably imperfect in them.

3. But in the seeming Christian, selfishness is still the
predominant principle ; he loveth God but for himself; and
he never had any higher end than self : all his religion, his
opinions, his practice is animated by self-love, and gaverned
by it, even by the love of carnal self. Self-esteem, self-con-
ceitedness, self-love, self-willedness, self-seeking and self-
saving are the constitution of his heart and life. He will be
of that opinion, and way and party in religion, which selfish-
pess directeth him to choose. He will go no further in re-
ligion than self-interest and safety will allow him to go. He
can change his friend, and turn his love into hatred, and his
praises into reproach, whenever self-interest shall require it.
He can make himself believe, and labour to make others be-
lieve, that the wisest and holiest servants of God are erro-
neons, humorous, hypocrites, and insufferable, if they do
but stand cross to his opinions and interest : for he judgeth
of them, and loveth or hateth them, principally as they con-
form to his will and interest, or as they are against it. As
the godly measure all persons and things, by the will and
interest of God, so do all ungodly men esteem them as they
stand .in reference to themselves. When their factious in-
terest required it, the Jews, and especially the Pharisees,
could make themselves and others believe, that the Son of
God himself was a breaker of the law, and an enemy to
Cemsar,and a blasphemer, and unworthy to live on the earth ;
and that Paul was a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition
amang the people, and a ringleader of a sect, and a profaner
of the temple ; (Acts xxiv. 5, 6.) and which of the prophets
and apostles did they not persecute? Because Christ’s doc-
trine-doth cross the interest of selfish men, therefore the
world doth so generally rise up against it with indignation,
even as.a country will rise against an invading enemy : for
he cometh to take away that which is dearest to them; as
it is said of Luther, that he meddled with the pope’s crown,
and the friars’ bellies; and therefore no wonder if they
swarmed all about his ears. Selfishness is so general and
deeply rooted, that (except with a few self-denying saints)
self-love and self-interest rule the world. And if you
would know how to please a graceless man, serve but his
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carnal-interest, and you have done it: be of his opinion (or
take on you to be s0,) applaud him, admire him, flatter him,
obey him, promote his preferment, honour and wealth, be.
against his enemies ; in a word, make him your God, and
sell your soul to gain his faveur, and so it is possible you
may gain it.

XVI. 1. A Christian indeed hath so far mortified the
flesh, and brought all his senses and appetites into subjec-
tion to sanctified reason, as that there is no great rebellion
or perturbation in his mind: but a little matter, a holy
thought, or a word from God, doth: presently rebuke and
quiet his inordinate desires. The flesh is as a well-broken
and well-ridden horse, that goeth on his journey obediently
and quietly, and not with striving, and chaffing, and vexa-
tious resisting : though still flesh will be flesh, and will be
weak, and will fight against the Spirit, so that we cannot do
all the good we would ; (Isa.v.17. Rom. vii. 16, 17, &c.)
yet in the confirmed Christian, it is so far tamed and sub-
dued, that its rebellion is much less, and its resistance
weaker, and more easily overcome : it causeth not any no-
table unevenness in his obedience, nor blemishes in his life;
it is no other than consisteth with a readiness to obey the
will of God. Gal.v.24,25. 1 Cor. ix.26,27. “ They that
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh, with the affections.and
lusts thereof: they run not as uncertainly ; they fight not
as one that beateth the air; but they keep under their bodies,
and bring them -into subjection, lest by any means they

should be castaways. They put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts
thereof ;” Rom. xiii. 13, 14. As we seeto a temperate man,
how sweet and easy temperance is, when to a glutton, or
drunkard, or riotous liver it is exceeding hard ; soitisinall
other points with a confirmed Christian. He hath so. far
crucified the flesh, that it is as dead to its former lusts ; and
so far mastered it, that it doth easily and quickly yield. And
this maketh the life of such a Christian, not only pure, but
very easy to him, in comparison of other men’s: nay, more
than this, he can use his sense (as he can use the world, the
objects of sense,) in subserviency to faith and his salvation.
His eye doth but open a window to his mind, to hold and
admire the Creator in his work. His taste of the sweetness
of the creatures is but a means, by which the sweeter love
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of God doth pass directly to his heart. His sense of plea-
sure is but the .passage of spititual, holy pleasure to his
mind. His sense of bitterness and pain is but the messenger
_ to tell his heart of the bitterness and vexatiousness of sin.
As God in the creation of us, made our senses but as the
inlet and passage for himself into our minds, (even as he
made all the creatures torepresent him to us by this passage ;)
so grace doth restore our very senses (with the creature) to
this their holy, original use ; that the goodness of God,
through the goodness of the creature, may pass to our hearts,
and be the effect and end of all.

2. But, for the weak Christian, though he have mortified
the deeds of the body by the Spirit, and live not after the
flesh, but be freed from its captivity or reign; (Gal. v. 24.
Rom. viii. 1. 7—13.) yet hath he such remnants of concu-
piscence and sensuality, as make ita far harder matter to him
_ to live in temperance, and deny his appetite, and govern his
senses, and restrain them from rebellion and excess: he is
like a weak man upon an ill-ridden, headstrong horse, who
hath much ado to keep his saddle and keep his way. He is
more strongly inclined to fleshly lusts, or excess in meat, or
drink, or sleep, or sports, or some fleshly pleasure, than the
mortified, temperate person is, and therefore is oftener guilty
of some excess ; so that his life is a very tiresome conflict,
and very uneasy to himself, because the less the flesh is mor-
tified, the more able it is to raise perturbations, and to put
faith and reason to a continual flight. And most of the
scandals and blemishes of his life arise from hence, even the
'successes of the flesh against the Spirit ; so that (though he
live not in any gross or wilful sins ;) yet in lesser measures
of excess he is too frequently overtaken : how few be there
that in meat and sleep do not usually exceed their measure ?
‘And they are easily tempted to libertine opinions, which in-
dulge the flesh, having a weaker preservative against them
than stronger Christians have ; Matt. xvi. 22, 23. Gal.v. 13.
i. 16. ii. 12—14. Col. ii. 11. : '

- 3. But the seeming Christian is really carnal. The flesh
is the predominant part with him; and the interest of the
flesh is the ruling. interest. He washeth away the outward
filth, and in hope of salvation, will be as religious as the
flesh will give him leave; and will deny it in some smaller
matters, and will serve it in a religious way, and not in so
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gross and impudent @ manner as the atheists and openly
profane. But for all that he never conquered the flesh in-
deed ; but seeketh its prosperity more than the pleasing of
God and his salvation: and among prayers, and sermons,
and holy conference, and books, yea, and formal fastings too,
he is serving the flesh with so much the more dangerous im-
penitency, by how much the more his cloak of formality
hindereth him from the discerning of his sin; many an one
that is of unblemished reputation in religion, doth constantly
serve his appetite in meat and drink, (though without any
notable excess ) and his fleshly mind in the pleasure of his
dwelling, wealth, and accommodations, as much as some
profane ones do, if not much more. And whenever it cometh
to a parting trial, they will shew that the flesh was the ruling
part, and will venture their souls to secure its interest ; Luke
xviii. 23. xiv. 33. Rom. viii. 5—7. 9. 13. Matt. xiii. 21,
22. Jude 19.

XVII. 1. Hence u;followeth that a Christian indeed pre-
ferreth the means of his spiritual benefit and salvation in-
comparably before all corporal commodities and pleasures.
He had rather dwell under the teaching and guidance of an
able, experienced pastor, thaugh it be cross to his prosperity
and worldly gain, than to live under an ignorant or dead-
hearted preacher, when it furthereth his trading or more ac-
commodateth his flesh : (though yet he must not remowe
when God layeth any restraint upon him, by his duty to his
family, or others:) he had rather if he be a servant, dwell in
a family wherehe may do.or receive most spiritual good,than
in a carnal family, where he may have more ease, and better
fare, and greater wages. If he beto marry, he had rather
have one that hath wisdom and piety without wealth, than
one that hath riches without wisdom and piety. He is.more
glad of an.opportunity (in public or private)for the profit of
his soul, than of a feast, or.a good bargain, or an opportunity
for some gain in worldly things ; Matt. vi. 20. 33.

2. And the weak Christian is of the same mind in the
~ main. He valueth mercies and helps for his soul, above
those for his body. But it is with less zeal, and more indif-
ference ; and, therefore, is more. easily and ofter drawa to
~ the omitting of spiritual duties, and neglect of spiritual
helps.and.mercies ; and goeth to them with more averse-
ness, and as driven by necessity, and is much less seasible
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of‘hia loss, when he misseth of any such spiritual helps;
Luke x.41,42. Heb.x.25. Actsii.42. iv.32.

3. But the seeming Christian being a real worldlmg,
doth serve God and mammon ; and mammon with the first
and best. He had rather miss a sermon, than a good bar-
gain or commodity ; he had rather dwell where he may thrive
best, or have most ease and pleasure, than where he may
find the greatest helps for heaven ; he will be religions, but
it must be with an easy, and a pleasant, and a merry religion,
which may notbe too niggardly with hisflesh, nor use it too
strictly : unless when one day’s austerity may procure him
an indulgence for his liberty all the week following. He
will make his bargain with Christ so, as to be sure that he
may not lose by him; and he will not believe that God is
pleased with that wlnch is much displeasing to his flesh ;
Rom. vizi. 5—8. 13. Matt. xiii. 21, 22.

XVIII. 1. The Christian indeed is one that is crucified
to the world, and the world is as a crucified thing to him ;
Gal.vi.14. He hath overcome the world by faith, and fol-
loweth Christ in the pursuit of it, to a perfect conquest ;
1Johnv.4,5. 2Johnxvi.33. He has seen through all its
‘glossing vanity, and foreseen what it will prove at last. He
hath found that it cannot quiet conscience, nor reconcile
the guilty soul to God, nor save it from his consuming
wrath ; nor serve instead of God or heaven, of Christ or
grace ; but will cast off its servants in their last extremity,
naked and desolate, into remediless despair. And, there-
fore, he is resolvedly-at a point with all things under the
sun. Let them take the world for their portion and felicity
that will ; for -his part, he accounteth all things in it dung
and dross, in comparison of Christ and things eternal ; Phil.
ii.7,8.19,20. All the preferments, and honours, and com-
mand, and wealth, and greatness of the world, do not seem
to him a bait considerable, to make a wise man once ques-
tion whether he should persevere  in faithfulness to God, or
to tempt him to commit one wilful sin. He would not
speak, or own a lie, “or approve the sin of another, for all
that worldlings enjoy in their greatest prosperity while they
live. He aecounteth his peace with God and conscience,
and. his communion with Christ in the greatest poverty, to
be incomparably better than all the pleasures and commo-
dities of sin; yea, the very reproach of Christ is better to
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him than all the treasures of court or country; Heb. xi. 25,
26. Grace hath mortified and annihilated the world to him.
And that which is dead and nothing, can do nothing with
him against God and his soul. He looketh on it as a car-
rion, which dogs may love and fight for, but is unfit to be
the food of man. He is going to the land of promise, and
therefore will not contend for an inheritance in this howling
wilderness. Whether hebe high or low, rich or poor, are so
small a part of his concernments, that he is glmost indiffer-
ent to them, farther than as the interest of God and souls
may accidentally be concerned in them. The world set
against God, and heaven, and holiness, doth weigh no more
in his estimation, than a feather that is put in the balance
against a mountain, or all the world. He feeleth no  great
force in such temptations, as would draw him to win the
world, and lose his soul. His eye and heart are where his
God and treasure are, above; and worldly wealth and great-
ness are below him, even under his feet. He thinketh not
things temporal worth the looking at, in comparison of
things eternal; 2 Cor.iv.18. He thinketh that their money
and riches do deservedly perish with them, who think all
the money in the world to be a thing comparable with grace;
Acts viii. 20.

2. And the weak Christian is of the same judgment and
resolution in the main ; but yet the world retaineth a greater
interest in his heart ; it grieveth him more to lose it ; it isa
stronger temptation to him. To deny all the preferments,
and honours, and riches of it, seemeth a greater matter to
him ; and he doth it with more striving, and less ease ; and
sometimes the respect of worldly things prevaileth with him
in lesser matters, to wound his conscience, and maketh
work for repentance ; and such are so entangled in worldly
cares, and prosperity tasteth so sweet with them, that grace
even languisheth and falleth into a consumption, and almost
intoaswoon. So much dosome suchlet out their hearts to
the world, which they renounced, and scrape for it with so
much care and eagerness, and contend with others about
their commodities and rights, that they seem to the standers
by to be as worldly as worldlings themselves are ; and be-
-come a shame to their profession, and make ungodly per-
sons say, ‘ Your godly professors are as covetous as any :’
2 Tim. iv. 10.
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3. But seeming Christians are the servants of the world;
when they have learnt to speak most hardly of it, it hath their
hearts. Heaven, as I said before, is valued but as a reserve,
when they know they can keep the world no longer. They
have more sweet and pleasing thoughts and speeches of the
world, than they have of God and the world to come. It
hath most of their hearts whenr God is most preferred by
their tongues. There it is that they are daily laying up
their treasure, and there they must leave it at the parting
hour, when they go naked out as they came naked in. The
love of deceitful riches choaketh the word of God, and it
withereth in them, and becometh unfruitful ; Matt. xiii. 22.
They go away sorrowful because of their beloved riches,
when they should part with all for the hopes of heaven
(Luke xviii. 23.), yea, though they are beggars, that never
have a day’s prosperity in the world, for all that, they love
it better than heaven, and desire that which they cannot
get, because they have not an eye-of faith, to see that better
world which they neglect, and therefore take it for an un-
certain thing. Nor are their carnal natures suitable to it,
and therefore they mind it not ; Rom. viii.7. When a hy-
pocrite is at the best, he is but a rehglous worldling ; the
world is nearer to his heart than God is, but pure religion
keepeth a man unspotted of the world ;” Jamesi.27. :

XIX. 1. A Christian indeed is one that still seeth the
end in all that he doth, and that is before him in his way ; and
looketh not at things as at the present they seem or relish to
the flesh, or to short-sighted men ; but as they will appear
and be judged of at last. The first letter maketh not the
word, nor the first word the sentence, without the last. Pre-
sent time is quickly past, and therefore he less regardeth
what things seem at present, than what they will prove to
all eternity. When temptations offer him a bait to sin, with
the present profit, or pleasure, or honour, he seeth at once
the final shame ;:he seeth all worldly things as they are seen
by a dying man, and as after the general conflagration they
will be. He seeth the godly man in his adversity and -pa-
tience, as entering into his Master’s joys ; he seeth the de-
rided, vilified saint, as ready to stand justified by Christ at
his right hand ; and the liars of the malicious world as rea-
dy to cover themselves with shame. He seeth the wicked in
the height of their prosperity, as ready to be cut down and
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withered, and their pampered flesh to turn to dirt ; and their
filthy and malicious souls to stand condemned by Christ at
his left hand ; and to hear, “ Go ye cursed into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels;” Matt. xxv.
1Pet.i.24. Jamesi.10,11. Psal.lxxiii. xxxvii. There-
fore it is that he valueth grace, because he knoweth what i
will be ; and therefore it is that he flieth from sin, because
he “knoweth the terrors of the Lord,” and what it will prove
to the sinner in the end; and how sinners themselves will
curse the day that ever they did commit it ; and wish when
it is too late, that they had chosen the holmess and patience
of the saints. And therefore it is that he pitieth rather than
envieth the prosperous enemies' of the church, because he
foreseeth what the “ end will be of them that obey not the
Gospel of Christ. And if the righteous be scarcely saved,
where shall the ungodly and sinners appear?” 1 Pet.iv. 17,
18. 2Thess.i.8—10. If the wicked unbelievers saw but
the ending of all things as he doth, they would be all then
~of his mind and way. This putteth so much life into his
prayexs, his obedience, and patlence, ‘because he seeth the
end in all ; Deut.xxxii.29. Prov.xix.20. -Isa. xlvii. 7.
"2, And the weakest Christian doth the semg in the main,
so far as to turn his heart from things temperal-to :things
eternal ; and to resolve him in his main choice, and to con-
duct the course of his life towards heaven. But yet in par-
ticular actions he is often stopped in present things, and for-
getfully loseth the sight of the end, and so is deluded and
enticed into sin, for want of seeing that which should have
preserved him. He is like one that travelleth over hills and
vallies, who when he is upon the hills doth see the place
that he is going to ; but when he cometh into the vallies it
is out of his sight. Too oft doth the weak Christian think
of things as they appear at the present, with little sense of
the change that is near. When he seeth the baits of sin,
whether riches, or beauty, or meat and drink, or any thing
that is pleasing to the senses, the remembrance of the end
doth not so quickly and powerfully work, to prevent his de-
ceived imaginations as it ought. And when poverty, or
shame, or sufferings, or sickness are presented to him, the
foresight of the end is not so speedy and powerful in clear-
ing his judgment, and settling his resolution, and prevent-
ing his misapprehension and troubles. as, it ought. And
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hence comes his oft mistakes and falls ; and herein consist-~
eth much of that foolishness, which he confesseth when re-
pentance bringeth him to himself; 2 Sam. xxiv. 10. 2 Chron.
xvi. 9.

3. But the seeming Christian hath so dim and doubtful
a foresight of the end, and it is so frequently out of his mind,
that things .present do carry away his heart, and have the
greatest power and interest with him ; and are most regard-
ed and sought after in this life. For he is purblind, not
seeing afar off, as it it is said, 2Pet.i.9. He wanteth
that faith which is the ““ substance of things hoped for, and
the evidence of things unseen ;” Heb.xi.1. Things promis-
ed in another world seem to him too uncertain, or too far off
to be preferred before all the happiness of this world; he
is resolved to make his best of that which he hath in hand,
and to prefer possession before such hopes. Little doth his
heart perceive what a change is near, and how the face of all
things will be altered! How sin will look, and how the
minds of sinners will be changed, and what all the riches,
and pleasures, and honours-of the world will appear at the
latter end! He foreseeth not the day when the slothful, and

the worldly, and the fleshly, and the proud, and the enemies - -

of godliness, shall all wish in vain, O that we had laid up
our treasure in heaven, and laboured for the food that pe-
risheth not, and had set less by all the vanities of the world,
and had imitated the holiest and most mortified believers ¥
Though the hypocrite can himself foretel all this, and talk
- of it to others, yet his belief of it is 80 dead, and his sensu-
ality so strong, that he liveth by sense, and not by that be-
‘lief: and present things are practically preferred by him,
and bear the sway, so that he needeth those warnings of God
as well as the profane, ““ O that they were wise, that they
understood this, and that they would consider their latter
end;” Deut. xxxii. 29. And he is one of the foolish ones
(Matt. xxv. 8. 11.), who are seeking oil for their lamps when
it is too late, and are crying out,  Lord, Lord, open to us,”
when the door is shut; and will not know the time of their
visitation, nor know effectually in this their day, the things
which belong to their everlasting peace.
XX. 1. The Christian indeed is one that liveth upon
God alone; his faith is divine; his love, and obedience, and
confidence are divine ; his chiefest converse is divine; his
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hopes and comforts are divine. As it is God that he de-
pendeth on, and trusteth to, and studieth to please above
all the World, so it is God’s approbation that he taketh up
with for his justification and reward. He took him for his
absolute Governor and Judge, and full felicity, in the day
when he took him for his God. He can live in peace with-
out man’s approbation. If men are never acquainted with
his sincerity, or virtues, or good deeds, it doth not discou-
rage him nor hinder him from his holy course ; he is, there-
fore, the same in secret as in public, because no place is se-
cret from God.. If men turn his greatest virtues or duties to
his reproach, and slander him, and make him odious to men,
‘and represent him as they did Paul, a pestilent fellow, a
mover of sedition, and the ringleader of a sect, and make
him as the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all
things, this changeth him not, for it changeth not his felici-
ty, nor doth he miss of his reward ; 1 Cor. iv.9—14. Read
the words in the text. Though he hath so much suspxclon
of his own understanding, and reverence for wiser men’s,
that he will be glad to learn, and will hear reason from any
one; yet praise and dispraise are matters of very small re-
-gard with him; and as to himself, he counteth it but avery -
" small thing to be judged of men, whether they justify or
condemn him; because they are fallible, and have not the
power of determmlng any thing to his great commodity or
detriment ; nor. is it their judgment to which he stands or
falls; 1Cor.iv.3,4. He hath a more dreadful, or comfort-
able judgment to prepare for. Man is of small account
with him in comparison of God ; Rom. viii. 33—36.

2. And though with the weakest true Christian it is so
also as to the predominancy of God’s esteem and interest in
him, yet is his 'weakness daily visible in the culpable effects. .
Though God have the chiefest place in his esteem, yet man
hath much more than his due. The thoughts and words of
men seem to such, of far greater importance than they
should. Praise and dispraise, favours and injuries, are
‘things which affect their hearts too much ; they bear not the
- contempts and wrongs of men with so qmet and satisfied a
mind, as beseemeth those that live upon God. They have
so small an experience of the comforts of God in Christ,
that they are tasting the deeper of other-delights, and spare
them not so easily as they ought to do. God, without
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friends, or house, or land, or maintenance, or esteem in the
world, doth not fully quiet them; but there is a* deal of
peevish impatience left in their mmds, though it doth not
drive them away from God.

3. But the seeming Christian can better take up w1th the
world alone than with God alone; God is not so much mis-
sed by him as the world ; he always breaks with Christ, when
it cometh to forsaking all ; he is godly notionally and pro-
fessedly, and therefore may easily say that God is his por-
tion, and enough for those that put their trust in him ; but
his heart never consented truly to reduce these words to
practice. When it comes to the trial, the praise or dispraise
of man, and the prosperity or matters of the world, do signify
more with him than the favour or displeasure of God, and
can do more with him. Christ, and riches, and esteem, he
could be’'content with ; but he cannot away with a naked
Christ alone. Therefore he is indeed a practical atheist,
even when he seemeth most religious : for if he had ever ta-
ken God for his God indeed, he had certainly taken him as
his portion, felicity, and all; and therefore as enough for
him without the creature; Luke xviii. 23.

- XXI. 1. For all thls it followeth, that a Christian in-
deed hath with himself devoted all that he hath to God, and
so all that he hath is sanctified : heis only in doubt ofttimes
in particular cases, what God would have him do with him-
self and his estate; but never in doubt whether they are
to be wholly employed for God, in obedience to his will, as
far as he can know it; and therefore doth estimate every
creature and condition, purely as it relateth unto God and
life eternal. “ HOLINESS TO THE LORD” is written
upon all that he hath and doth: he taketh it as sent from
God, and useth it as his Master’s goods and talents; not
chiefly for himself, but for his Master’s ends and will. God
appeareth to him in the creature, and is the life, and sweet-
ness, and glory of the creature to him. His first questionin
every business he undertaketh, or every place or condition
that he chooseth is, how it conduceth to the pleasing of God,
and to his spiritual ends ; “ whether he eateth or drinketh,
or whatever he doth, he doth all to the glory of God;; 1 Cor.
x.31. The posy engraven on his heart is the name of GOD,
with « OF HIM, AND THROUGH HIM, AND TO HIM
VOL. VIIL EE
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ARE ALL THINGS, TO HIM BE GLORY FOR EVER,
AMEN;” Rom. xi.36. He liveth as a steward that useth
not his own, though yet he have a sufficient reward for his
fidelity; and he keepeth accounts both of his receivings and
layings out, and reckoneth all to be worse than lost, which
he findeth not expended on his Lord’s account. For him-
self he asketh not that which is sweetest to the flesh, but that
which is fittest to his end and work ; and therefore desireth
not riches (for himself) but his daily bread, and food conve-
nient for him; and having food and raiment is therewith
content, having taken godliness for his gain. He asketh
not for superfluity, nor for any thing to consume it on his
lusts, nor to become provision for his flesh, to satisfy the
wills thereof. But as a runner in his race desireth not any
provisions which may hinder him; and therefore * forget-
ting the things which are behind (the world which he hath
turned his back upon,) he reacheth forth to the things which
are before, (the crown of glory,) and presseth toward the
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Je-
sus;” not turning an eye to any thing that would stop him
in his course. Thus while he is employed about things be-
low, his mind and conversation are heavenly and divine,
while all things are estimated and used purely for God and
heaven; Luke xvi.1,2. 1 Pet.iv. 10. Tit.1. 15. Prov.
xxx.8. 1Tim.vi.6.8. Jamesiv.3. Rom.xiii.14. Phil.
iii. 13—15.

2. But the weak Christian, though he have all this in de-
sire, and be thus affected and resolved in the main, and liv-
eth to God in the scope and course of his life, yet is too of-
ten looking aside, and valuing the creature carnally for it-
self; and ofttimes useth it for the pleasing of the flesh, and
almost like a common man ; his house, and land, and friends,
and pleasures, are relished too carnally, as his own accom-
modations ; and though he walk not after the flesh, but af-
ter the Spirit, yet he hath too much of the fleshly taste, and
is greatly out in his accounts with God; and turneth many
a thing from his Master’s use, to the service of the flesh;
and though he be not as the slothful, wicked servant, yet is
it butlittle improvement that he maketh of his talent ; Matt.
xxv. 17.26--28. - :

3. But the seeming Christian being carnal and selfish,
while his notions and professions are spiritual and Divine,
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and his selfish and fleshly interest being predominant, it
must needs follow that he estimateth all things principally
as they respect his fleshly interest, and useth them principal-
ly for his carnal self, even when in the manner he seemeth to
use them most religiously, (as I have said before;) and so
to the defiled nothing is pure ; Rom. viii. 5—8.13. Tit.i.15.

XXII. 1. A Christian indeed hath a promptitude to
obey, and a ready compliance of his will to the will of God.
He hath not any great averseness and withdrawing, and doth
not the good which he doth with much backwardness and
striving against it; but as ina well-ordered watch or clock,
the spring or poise doth easily setall the wheels a;going, and
the first wheel easily moveth the rest; so is the will ofa con-
firmed Christian presently moved, as soon as he knoweth the
will of God. He stayeth not for other moving reasons;
God’s will is his reason. This is the habit of subjection
and obedience, which makes him say, “ Speak, Lord, for thy
servant heareth;” and ‘ Lord, what wouldst thou have me
do?” And“ Teach me todo thy will, O God ;” Psal. cxliii.
10. 18am.iii.10. Actsix.6. I delight to do thy will,
O God; yea thy law is within my heart ;” Psal. x1.8. The
*“ law written in our heart,” is nothing else but the know-
ledge of God’s laws, with this habit or promptitude to obey
them ; the special fruit of the Spirit of grace.

2. But a weak Christian, though he love God’s will and
way, and be sincerely obedient to him, yet in many particu-
lars, where his corruption contradicteth, hath a great deal
of backwardness and striving of the flesh against the Spirit ;
and there needs many words, and many considerations and
vehement persuasions, yea, and sharp afflictions, sometimes,
to bring him to obey. And he is fain to drive on his back-
ward heart, and hath frequent use for the rod and spur, and
therefore is more slow and uneven in his obedience; Gal.
v. 17,

3. Theseeming Christian is forward in those easy, cheap-
er parts of duty, which serve to delude his carnal heart, and
quiet him in a worldly life; but he is so backward to tho-
rough sincere obedience in the most flesh-displeasing parts
of duty, that he is never brought to it at all; but either he
will fit his opinions in religion to his will, and will not be-
lieve them to be duties, or else he will do something like
them in a superficial, formal way; but the thing itself he -
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will not do. For he is more obedient to his carnal mind
and lusts than he is to God ; Rom. viii. 6, 7. and forwarder
much to sacrifice than obedience ; Eccles. v. 1.

XXIIL 1. A Christian indeed doth daily delight him-
self in God, and findeth more solid content and pleasure in
his commands and promises, than in all this world ; his du-
ties are sweet to him, and his hopes are sweeter. . Religion
is not a tiresome task to him; the yoke of Christis easy to
him, and his burden light, and his'.commandments are not
grievous; Psal. xxxvii.4. i.2. xL 8. xciv.19. cxix.16.
35.47.70. Matt. xi.28,29. Johnv.3. That which others
take as physic, for mere necessity, against their wills, he
goeth to as a feast, with appetite and delight; he prayeth
because he loveth to pray; and he thinks and speaks of
holy things, because he loveth to doit. And hence it is
that he is so much in holy duty, and so unwearied, because
he loveth it, and taketh pleasure in it. As voluptuous per-
sons are oft and long at their sports or merry company, be-
cause they love them, and take pleasure in them: so are
such Christians oft and long in holy exercises, because their
hearts are set upon them as their recreation, and the way and
means of their felicity. If it be'a delight to a studious man
to read those books which most clearly open the abstrusest
mysteries of the sciences, or to converse with the most wise

-and learned men ; and if it be a delight to men to converse
with their dearest friends, or to hear from them and read
their letters ; no marvel if it be a delight to a Christian in-
deed, to read the Gospel mysteries of love, and to find there
the promises of everlasting happiness, and to see in the face
of Jesus Christ the clearest image of the Eternal Deity, and
foresee the joys which he shall have for ever. He sticketh
not in superficial formality, but breaking the shell doth feed
upon the kernel. It is not bare external duty which he is
taken up with, nor any mere creature that is his content;
but it is God in creatures and ordinances that he seeketh
and liveth upon; and therefore it is that religion is so plea-
sant to him. He would not change his heavenly delights
which he findethin the exercise of faith, and hope, and love
to God, for all the carnal pleasures of this world ; he had
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of God, than to dwell in
the tents or palaces of wickedness. A dayin God’s courtis
better to him than a thousand in the court of the greatest
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prince on earth. He is not a stranger to * the joy in the
Holy Ghost,” in which the kingdom of God doth in part
consist; Rom.xiv.17. Psal. Ixxxiv. 10.2. Ixv.4. “In
the multitude of his thoughts within him, the comforts of
God do delight his soul;” Psal. xciv.19. * His meditation
of God is sweet, and he is glad in the Lord;” Psal. civ. 34.
The freest and sweetest of his thoughts and words run out
upon God and the matters of salvation. The word of God
is sweeter to him than honey, and better than thousands of
gold and silver; Psal. xix.10. cxix.72.103. Prov. xvi.
24. And because ‘ his dellght is in the law of the Lord,
therefore doth he meditate in it day and night;” Psal.i. 2.
He seeth great reason for all those commands, * Rejoice
evermore ;” (1 Thess. v.16.) ““Let the righteous be glad, let
them rejoice before God, yea, let them exceedingly rejoice ;”
(Psal. 1xviii. 3, 4. Ixiv.10. xxxi.l. xxxii.11.) ‘ Beglad
in the Lord and rejoice, ye righteous; and shout for joy all
that are upright in heart.” He is sorry for the poer, un-
happy world, that have no better things than meat, and
drink, and clothes, and house, and land, and money, and
lust, and play, and domineering over others, to rejoice in:
and heartily he wisheth that they had but a taste of the
saint’s delights, that it might make them spit out their Jus-
cious, unclean, unwholesome pleasures. Onelook to Christ,
one promise of the Gospel, one serious thought of the life
which he must live with God for ever, doth afford his soul
more solid comfort than all the kingdoms of: the earth can
afford. And though he live not continually in these high .
delights, yet peace with God, and peace of conscience, and
some delight in God and godliness, is the ordinary tempera-
ture of his soul, and higher degrees are given him in season
for his cordials and his feasts. _
2. But the weak Christian hath little of these spiritual
delights ; his ordinary temper is to apprehend that God and
his ways are indeed most delectable ; his very heartacknow-
ledgeth that they are worthiest and fittest to be the matter
of his delights : and if he could attain assurance of his es-
pecial interest in the love of God, and his part in Christ and
life eternal, he would then rejoice in them indeed, and would
be more glad than if he were Lord of all the world ; but in
the meantime, either his fears and doubts are-damping his
delights ; or else (which is much worse) his appetite is dull
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and God and holiness relish-not with him half so sweetly, as
they do with the confirmed Christian ; and heis too busy in.
tasting of fleshly and forbidden pleasures, which yet more
deprave his appetite, and dull his desires to the things of
God ; so that though in his estimation, choice, resolution
and endeavour, he much preferreth God before the world ; -
yet as to any delightful sweetness in him, itis butlittle that
he tasteth. He loveth God with a desiring love, and with a
seeking love, but with very little of a delighting love. The
remnant of corrupt and alien affections do weaken his affec-
tions to the things above; and his infant measure of spiri-
tual life, conjunct with many troublesome diseases,allow him
very little ot the joy of the Holy Ghost. Nay, perhaps he
hath more grief, and fear, and doubts, and trouble, and per-
plexity of mind, than ever he had before he turned unto:
God, and perhaps he hath yet less pleasure in God, than he
had before in sin and sensuality : because he had his sin in
a state of fruition, but he hath God only in a seeking, hoping
state ; he hath the best of sin, and all that ever it will afford
him ; but he hath yet none of the full felicity which he ex-
pecteth in God : the fruition of him is yet but in the pros-
pect of hope. His sensual, sinful life was in its maturity,
and the object present in its most alluring state; but his
spiritual life of faith and love, is but yet in its weak begin-
nings, and the object absent from our sight: he is so busy
at first in blowing up his little spark, not knowing whether
the fire will kindle or go out, that he hath little of the use
or pleasure, either of its light or warmth. Infants come
crying into the world, and afterwards oftener cry thanlaugh ;
their senses and reason are not yet perfected, or exercised
to partake of the pleasures of life : and when they do come
to know what a laughter is, they will laugh and cry almost
in a breath. And those weak Christians that do come to
taste of joy and pleasure in their religious state, it is com-
monly but as a flash of lightning, which leaveth them as
dark as they were before. Sometimes in the beginning,
upon their first apprehensions of the love of God in Christ,
and of the pardon of their sins, and the privileges of their
new condition, and the hopes of everlasting joy, their hearts
_are transported with unspeakable delight; which is partly
from the newness of the thing, and partly because God will
let them have some encouraging taste, to draw them further,
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and to convince them of the difference between the pleasures
‘of sin, and the comforts of believing ; but these first rejoic-
ings soon abate, and turn into a life of doubts, and fears, and
griefs, and care, till they are grown to greater understanding,
experience, and settledness in the things of God; the root
must grow greater and deeper, before it will bear a greater
top. Those Christians that in the weakness of grace have
frequent joys, are usually persons whose weak and passionate
nature doth occasion it: (some women especially) that have
strong fancies and passions are always passionately affected
with whatsoever they apprehend. And these are like a ship
that is tossed in a tempest ; that is one while lifted up as to
the clouds, and presently cast down as into an infernal gulf:
there one day in great joy, and quickly after in as great per-
plexity and sorrow, because their comforts or sorrows do
follow their present feeling, or mutable apprehensions. But
when they come to be confirmed Christians, they will keep -
a more constant judgment of themselves, and their own con-
dition, and constantly see their grounds of comfort; and
when they cannot raise their souls to any high and passion-
ate joys, they yet walk in a settled peace of soul, and in
‘such competent comforts, as make their lives to be easy and
delightful ; being well pleased and contented with the happy
condition that Christ hath brought them to, and thankful
that he left them not in those foolish, vain, pernicjous plea-
sures, which were the way to endless sorrows.

3. But the seeming Christian seeketh and taketh up his
chief contentment in some carnal thing : if he be so poorand
miserable as to have nothing in possession that can much
delight him, he will hope for better days hereafter, and that
hope shall be his chief delight ; or if he have no such hope
he will be without delight, and shew his love to the world
and flesh, by mourning for that which he cannot have, as
others do in rejoicing in what they do possess ; and he will,
in such a desperate case of misery, be such to the world as
the weak Christian is to God, who hath a mourning and de-
giring love, when he cannot reach to an enjoying and de-
lighting love. His carnal mind most savoureth the things
of the flesh, and therefore in them he findeth or seeketh his
delights. Though yet he may have alsoa delight in his su-
perficial kind of religion, his hearing, and reading, and pray-
ing, and in his ill-grounded hopes of life eternal : butall this
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is but -subordinate to his chief, earthly pleasure; * Yet
they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a na-
tion that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinances
of their God ; they ask of me the ordinances of justice ; they
take delight in approaching unto God.” Isa. lviii. 2. And
yet all this was subjected to a covetous, oppressing mind.
 He that received the seed into stony places, the same is he
that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it, yet
hath he not root in himself, but endureth for a while, for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by
and by he is offended ;” Matt. xiii. 20. Whereby it appear-
eth that his love to the word, was subjected to his love to
the world.

Object. * But there are two sorts of people that seem to
have no fleshly delights at all, and yet are not in the way to
salvation, viz. the Quakers and Behmenists that live in great
austerity, and some of the religious orders of the Papists,
who afflict their flesh.’

Answ. Some of them undergo their fastings and penance
for a day, that they may sin the more quietly all the week
after; and some of them proudly comfort themselves with
the fancies and conceit of being and appearing more excel-
lent in austerity than others; and all these take up witha
carnal sort of pleasure. As proud persons are pleased with
their own, or other’s conceits of their beauty, or wit, or
worldly greatness ; so prouder persons are pleased with their
own and other’s conceits of their holiness. And “ verily
they have their reward ;” Matt. vi. 2. But those of them
that place their chief happiness in the love of God, and the
eternal fruition of him in heaven, and seek this sincerely
according to their helps and power, though they are misled
into some superstitious errors, I hope I may number with
those that are sincere ; for all their errors and the ill effects
of them. : ‘

XXIV. 1. A confirmed Christian doth ordinarily discern .
the sincerity of his own heart, and consequently hath some
well-grounded assurance of the pardon of his sins, and of
the favour of God, -and of his everlasting happiness ; and
therefore no wonder if he live a peaceable and joyful life.
For his grace is not so small as to be undiscernible, nor is it
as a sleepy, buried seed or principle ; but itis almost of con-
tinual act; and they that have a great degree of grace,
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also keep it in lively exercise, do seldom doubt of it. Be-
sides that they blot not their evidence by so many infirmi-
ties and falls. They are more in the light, and have more
acquaintance with themselves, and more sense of the abun-
dant love of God, and of his exceeding mercies, than weak
Christians have; and therefore must needs have more assu-
rance. They have boldness of access to the throne of grace,
without unreverent contempt ; Ephes. iii. 12. ii. 18. They
have more of the spirit of adoption, and therefore more child-
like confidence in God, and can call him Father with greater
freedom and comfort than any others can ; Rom. viii. 15, 16.
Gal. iv. 6. Ephes.i.6. 1 Johnv.19,20. ‘ And weknow
that we are of God, and that the whole world lieth in
wickedness :” &c.

2. But the weak Christian hath so small a degree of
grace, and so much corruption, and his grace is so little in
act, and his sin so much, that he seldom if ever attaineth to
any ‘well-grounded assurance, till he attain to a greater mea-
sure of grace. He differeth so little from the seeming Chris-
tian, that neither himself nor others do certainly discern the
difference. When he searcheth after the truth of his faith,
and love, and heavenlymindedness, he findeth so much un-
belief and averseness from God, and earthlymindedness, that
he cannot be certain which of them is predominant; and
whether the interest of this world or that to come, do bear
the sway. So that he is often in perplexities and fears, and
more often in a dull uncertainty. And if he seem at any time
to have assurance, it is usually but an ill-grounded persua-
sion of the truth; though it be true which he apprehendeth,
when he taketh himself to be the child of God, yet itis upon
unsound reasons that he judgeth so, or else upon sound rea-
sons weakly and uncertainly discerned ; so that there is com-
monly much of security, presumption, fancy, or mistake, in
his greatest comforts. He is not yet.in a condition fit for
full assurance, till his love and obedience be more full. .

3. But the seeming Christian cannot possibly in that
estate, have either certainty; or good probability that he is
a child of God, because it is not true : his seeming certainty
is merely self-deceit, and his greatest confidence is but pre-
sumption, because the spirit of Christ is not within him, and
therefore he is certainly none of his ; Rom. viii. 9. .

XXV. 1. The assurance of a confirmed Christian doth'
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increase his alacrity and diligence in duty, and is always
seen in his more obedient, holy, fruitful life. The sense of
the love and mercy of God, is as the rain upon the tender
grass : he is never so fruitful, so thankful, so heavenly, as
when he hath the greatest certainty that he shall be saved.
The love of God is then shed abroad upon his heart by the

"Holy Ghost, which maketh him abound in love to God;
Rom. v. 1—4. He is the more stedfast, immoveable, and
always abounding in the work of the Lord, when he is most

certain that his labour shall npt be in vain in the Lord ;

1 Cor. xv. 58.

2. But the weak Christian is unfit yet to manage assu-
rance well, and therefore it is that itis not given him ; graces
must grow proportionably together. If he be but confidently

" persuaded that he is justified and shall be saved, he is very
apt to gather some consequence from it, that tendeth to se-
curity and to the remitting of his watchfulness and care. He
is ready to be the bolder with sin, and stretch his conscience,
and omit some duties, and take more fleshly liberty and
ease, and think, ¢ Now I am a child of God, I am out of dan-
ger, I am sure I cannot totally fall away.” And though his
judgment conclude not, ¢ therefore I may venture further
upon worldly, fleshly pleasures, and need net be so strict
and diligent as I was,” yet his heart and practice thus con-
clude. And heis most obedient when he is mostin fear of
hell, and he is worst in his heart and life, when he is most
confident that all his danger is past; Heb. iv. 1, 2. iii.

14—16.

3. But the seeming Christian, though he have no assu-

rance, is hardened in his carnal state by his presumption.
Had he but assurance to be saved without a holy life, he
would cast off that very image of godliness which he yet re-
taineth. The conceit of his own sineerity and salvation, is
that which deludeth and undoeth him. What sin would not
gain, or pleasure draw him to commit, if he were but sure .
to be forgiven? It is fear of hell that causeth that seeming
religion which he hath ; and therefore if that fear be gone
all is gone ; and all his piety, and diligence, and righteous-
ness, is come to nought; Gal. vi. 3. John viii. 39. 42. 44.
XXVI. 1.For all his assurance, a confirmed Christian is

so well acquainted with his manifold imperfections, and dai-
ly failings, and great unworthiness, that he is very low and
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vile in his own eyes ; and, therefore, can easily endure to be
low and vile in the eyes of others. He hath a constant sense
of the burden of his remaining sin; especially he doth even
abhor himself, when he findeth. the averseness of his own
heart to God, and how little he knoweth of him, and how
little he loveth him, in comparison of what he ought; and
how little of heaven is upon his heart, and how strange and
backward his thoughts are to the life to come. These are
" as fetters upon his soul. He daily groaneth under them as
a captive, that he should be yet so carnal, and unable to
shake off the remnant of his infirmities, as if he were sold
under sin ; that is, in bondage to it ; Rom.vii. 14. He hat-
eth himself more for the imperfections of his love and obe-
dience to God, than hypocrites do for their reigning sin.
And O how he longeth for the day of his deliverance ; Rom.
vii.24. He thinketh it no great injury for another to judge
of him as he judgeth of himself, even to be less than the
least of all God’s mercies. He is more troubled for being
_ overpraised and overvalued, than for being dispraised and
vilified ; as thinking those that praise him are more mistaken,
and lay the more dangerous snare for hissoul. For he hath
a special antipathy to pride; and wondereth that any ratio-
nal man can be so blind as not to see enough to humble
him. For his own part (in the midst of all God’s graces) he
seeth in himself so much darkness, imperfection, corruption,
and want of further grace, that he is loathsome and burden-
some continually to himself. If you see him sad, or trou-
bled, and ask him the cause, it is ten to one but it is him-
self that he complaineth of. The frowardest wife, the most
undutiful child, the most disobedient servant, the most in-
jurious neighbour, the most malicious enemy, is not half so
great a trouble to him as he is to himself. He prayeth
abundantly more against his own corruption, than against
any of these. O could he but know and love God more,
and be more in heaven, and willinger to die, and freer from
his own distempers, how easily could he bear all crosses, or
injuries from others. He came to Christ’s school as a little
child (Matt. xviii. 3.), and still he islittle in his own esteem;
and, therefore, disesteem and contempt from others, is no
great matter with him. He thinks it can be no great wrong
that is done against so poor a worm, and so unworthy a
sinner as himself, (except as God or the souls of men may
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be interested in the cause). He heartily approveth of the
justice of God, in abhoring the proud; and hath learned
that, Rom. xii. 10.,  in honour preferring one another,” and
Gal.v.26. ““Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provok-
ing one another, envying one another.”

2. But the remnant of pride is usually the most notable
sin of the weak Christian; though it reigneth not, it foully
blemisheth him: he would fain be taken for somebody in
the church ; he is ready to step up into a higher room, and
to think himself wiser and better than he is. If he can but
speak confidently of the principles of religion, and some.
few controversies which he hath made himself sick with,
he is ready to think himself fit to be a preacher. He look-
eth through a magnifying-glass upon all his own perform-,
ances and gifts ; heloveth to be valued and praised ; he can_
hardly bear to be slighted and dispraised, but is ready to
think hardly of those that do it, if not to hate them in some
degree : he loveth not to be found fault with, though it be
necessary to his amendment ; and though all this vice of
pride be not so predominant in him, as to conquer his hu-
mility, yet doth it much obscure and interrupt it. And
though he hate this his pride, and strive against it, and la-
menteth it before God, yet still it is the sorest ulcer in his
soul. And should it prevail and overcome him, he would
be abhorred of God, and it would be hisruin ; 2 Chron. xvi..
10.12. Luke xxii. 24—26.

3. But in the hypocrite pride is the reigning sin. The
praise of men is the air which he liveth in. He was never
well acquainted with himself; and never felt aright the bur-
den of his sins and wants; and, therefore, cannot bear con-
tempt from others. Indeed, if his corrupt disposition turn
most to the way of covetousness, tyranny, or lust, he can -
the easier bear contempt from others, as long as he hath his
will at home ; and he can spare their love, if he can be but
feared and domineer. But still his pride is predominant;
and when it affecteth not much the reputation of goodness,
it affecteth the name of being rich or great. Sin may make
him sordid, but grace doth not make him humble. Prideis
the vital spirit of the corrupted state of man.

XXVIL 1. A confirmed Christian is acquainted with
the deceitfulness of man’s heart, and the particular corrupt
inclinations thatare in it ; and especially with his own ; and
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he is acquainted with the wiles and methods of the tempter,
and what are the materials which he maketh his baits of,
and what is the manner in which he spreadeth hisnets. He
seeth always some snares before him; and what company
soever he is in, or what business soever he is about, he walk-
eth as among snares, which are visible to his sight ; and it
is part of his business continually to avoid them. He liveth
ina continual watch and warfare. He can resist muchstrong-
er and more subtle temptations than the weak can do. He
is always armed, and knoweth what are the special remedies
against each particular snare and sin; Eph. vi. 2Cor.ii.11.
Prov.i.17. And he carrieth always his antidotes about
him, as one that liveth in an infectious world, and in the
midst of a froward, and perverse generation, from which he
is charged to save himself ; Phil. ii.15. Acts ii. 40.

2. And the weak Christian is a soldier in the army of
Christ, and is engaged in striving against sin (Heb. xii. 4.) ;
and really taketh the flesh and world, as well as the devil, to
be his enemies, and doth not only strive, but conquer in the
main; but yet, alas, how poorly is he armed : how unskiiful
doth he manage his Christian armour : how often is he foiled
and wounded : how many a temptation ishe much unacquaint-
ed with: and how many a snare doth lie before him which
he never did observe. And oft he is overcome in particular
temptations, when he never perceiveth it, but thinks that he
hath conquered.

3. Bat the hypocrite is fast ensnared when he glorieth
most of his integrity, and is deceived by his own heart, and
thinketh he is something, when he is nothing; Gal.vi.3.
Luke xviii.20—23. When he is thanking God that he is
not as other men, he is rejoicing in his dreams, and sacrific-
ing for the victory which he never obtained; ver. 11.
He is led by satan captive at his will, when he is boasting of
his uprightness, and hath a beam of covetousness, or pride,
or cruelty in his own eye, while he is reviling, or censuring
another for the mote of some difference about a ceremony,
or tolerable opinion. And usually such grow worse and
worse, deceiving: and being deceived ; Matt. vii. 3—5.
2 Tim. iii. 13.

XXVII1I. 1. A Christian indeed, is one that hath deli-
berately counted what it may cost him to follow Christ, and
to save his soul; and knowing that suffering with Christ is
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the way to our reigning with him, he hath fully consented to
the terms of Christ. He hath read Luke xiv. 26,27.33. and
findeth that bearing the cross and forsaking all, is necessary
to those that will be Christ’s disciples. And accordinglyin
resolution he hath forsaken all; and looketh not fora smooth
and easy way to heaven. He considereth that * all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer persecution,” and
that “ through many tribulations we must enter into heaven.”
And, therefore, he taketh it not for a strange or unexpected
thing, if the fiery trial come upon him. He doth not won-
der at the unrighteousness of the world, as if he expected
reason or honesty, justice or truth, or mercy in the enemies
of Christ, and the instruments of satan: he will not bring
his action against the devil, for unjustly afflicting him: he
will rather turn the other cheek to him that smiteth him,
than he will hinder the good of any soul by seeking right;
much less will he exercise unjust revenge. Though where
government is exercised for truth and righteousness, he will
not refuse to make use of the justice of it to punish iniqui-
ty, and discourage evil doers, yet this is for God and the com-
mon good, and for the suppression of sin, much more than
for himself. Suffering doth not surprise him as a thing un-
looked for : he hath been long preparing for it, and it findeth
him garrisoned in the love of Christ. Yea, though his flesh
will be as the flesh of others, sensible of the smart, and his
mind is not senseless of the sufferings of his body, yet it is
some pleasure and satisfaction to his soul, to find himselfin
the common way to heaven, and to see the predictions of
Christ fulfilled, and to feel himself so far conform to Jesus
Christ his head, and to trace the footsteps of a humbled
Redeemer in the way before him. As “ Christ hath suffered
for us in the flesh, so doth the Christian arm himself with
the same mind ;” 1Pet.iv.1. “ He rejoiceth that he is
. made partaker of the sufferings of Christ, that when his glo-
ry shall be revealed, he may also be partaker of the exceed-
ing joy;” ver.12,13. Yea, he taketh the reproach of
Christ for a treasure, yea, a greater treasure than riches, or
men’s favours can afford; Heb. xi.25,26. For he knoweth
if he be reproached for the name or sake of Christ he is hap-
py. For thereby he glorifieth that God, whom the enemy
doth blaspheme, and so the Spirit of God and of glory rest-
eth on him; 1 Pet,.iv. 14. He liveth and suffereth as one
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that from his heart believeth, that ¢ they are blessed that
are persecuted for righteousness sake, for great is their re-
ward in heaven. And they are blessed when men shall re
vile them and persecute them, and say all manner of evil
against them falsely for Christ’s sake.” In this they * re-
joice and are exceeding glad,” as knowing that herein they
are ““ followers of them who through faith and patience in-
herit the promise;”’ Matt.v. 10—12. Heb.vi.12. Ifhe
be “ offered upon the sacrifice and service of the faith of
God’s elect, he can rejoice in it as having greater good than
evil; Phil.ii. 17. He can suffer the loss of all things, and
account them dung, that he may “ win Christ, and be found
in him, and know him, and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conforma-
ble to his death ;” Phil. iii. 8=10. Not out of surliness and
pride doth he rejoice in sufferings, as some do, that they
may carry the reputation of holy and undaunted men ; and
seem to be far better, and more constant than others. When
pride maketh men suffer, they are partly the devil’s martyrs
though the cause be never sogood. Though it is much more
ordinary for pride to make men suffer rejoicingly in an ill
cause than in a good ; the devil having more power on his
own ground than on Christ’s. Bu it is the love of Christ,
and the belief of the reward, and the humble neglect of the
mortified flesh, and the contempt of the conquered world,
that maketh the Christian suffer with so much joy ; for he
seeth that the Judge is at the door, and what torments the
wicked are preparing for themselves ; and that as certainly
as there is a God that governeth the world, and that in righ-
teousness, 8o certainly are his eyes upon the righteous, and
his face is set against them that do evil (1 Pet.iii. 12), and
though *“ sinners do evil a hundred times,” and escape un-
punished till their days be prolonged, yet vengeance will
overtake them in due time, and it shall be well with them
that fear the Lord ; and that he keepeth all the tears of his
servants till the reckoning day. And if* judgment begin at
- the house of God, and the righteous be saved through so
much suffering and labour, what then shall be their end, that
obey not the Gospel ? and where shall the ungodly and sin-
ner appear?” 1 Pet.iv.17,18. Eccles. viii. 12. Prov. xi. 31,
xiii.6. Psal.lvi.8. Deut.xxxii.35. Jamesv.9.

2. And the weak Christian is one that will forsake all for
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the sake of Christ, and suffer with him that he may be glori-
fied with him ; and will take his treasure in heaven for all;
Luke xiv. 26, 33. xviii.22. But he doth it not with that ea-
siness, and alacrity, and joy, as the confirmed Christian doth.
He hearkens more to the flesh, which saith, ¢ favour thyself.’
Suffering is much more grievous to him ; and sometimes he
is wavering before he can bring himself fully to resolve, and
let go all ; Matt. xvi. 22.

3. But the seeming Christian looketh not for much suf-
fering : he reads of it in the Gospel, but he saw no probabi-
lity of it, and never believed that he should be called to it
in any notable degree : he thought it probable that-he might
well escape it, and therefore, though he agreed verbally to
take Christ for better and worse, and to follow him through
sufferings, he thought he would never put him to it. And
indeed his heart is secretly resolved, that he will never be
undone in the world for Christ. Some reparable loss he may
undergo, but he will not let go life and all. He will still be
‘religious and hope for heaven ; but he will make himself be-
lieve (and others if he can) that the truth lieth 6n the safer
side, and not on the suffering side; and that it is but for
their own conceits, and scrupulosity, that other men suffer
who go beyond him; and that many good men are of his
opinion, and therefore he may be good also in the same opi-
nion (though he would never have been of that opinion, if
it had not been necessary to his escaping of sufferings) what
flourish soever he maketh for a time, “ when persecution
ariseth he is offended and withereth;” Matt. xiii. 21. 26.
Unless he be so deeply engaged among the suffering party,
that he cannot come off without perpetual reproach; and

~then perhaps pride will make him suffer more than the be-
lief of heaven, or the love of Christ could do. And all this
is, because his very belief is unrooted, and unsound, and he
hath secretly at the heart a fear, that if he should suffer death
for Christ, he should ke a loser by him, and he would not
reward him according to his promise, with everlasting life ;
Heb. iii. 12.

XXIX. 1. A Christian indeed is one that followeth not
Christ for company, nor holdeth his belief in trust upon the
eredit of any in the world, and theréfore he would stick to
Christ, if all that he knoweth or converseth with should for-
sake him. If the rulers of the earth should change their
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religion, and turn against Christ, he would not forsake him.
If the multitude of the peaple turn against him ; nay, if the
professors of godliness should fall off, yet would he stand
his ground and be still the same. - If the most learned men,
and the pastors of the church should turn from Christ, he
would not forsake him. Yea, if his nearest relations and
friends, or even that minister that was the mears of his con-
version, should change their minds, and forsake the truth,
and turn from Christ, or a holy life, he would yet be con-
stant, and be still the same. And what Peter resolved on,
he would truly practise : ““ Though all men should be of-
fended because of thee, yet would not I be offended.
Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee ;”

Matt. xxvi. 33.35. And if he thought himself, as Elias did,
left alone, yet would he not bow the knee to Baal ; Rom. -

xi. 3. If he hear that this eminent minister falleth off one
day, and the other another day, till all be gone, yet still the
foundation of God standeth sure ; he falleth not because he
is built upon’the rock ; Matt. vii. 22, 23. His heart saith,
¢ Alas, whither shall I go, if I go from Christ? Is there
any other that hath the word and Spirit of eternallife? Can
I be a gainer if I lose mysoul ¥ John vi.67, 68. Matt. xvi.
26. He useth his teachers to bring him that light and evi-
dence of truth, which dwelleth in him when they are gone :

and, therefore, though they fall away, he falleth not with

them.
2. And the weakest Christian believeth with a divine

faith of his own, and dependeth more on God than man:
but yet if he should be put to so great a trial, as to see all
the pastors and Christians that he knoweth, change their.
minds, I know not what he would do : for though God will
uphold all his own, whom he will save, yet he doth it by
means and outward helps, together with his internal grace ;
and keepeth them from temptations, when he will deliver
them from the evil; and therefore it is a doubt, whether
there be not degrees of grace so weak, as would fail, in case
the strongest temptations were permitted to assault them.
A strong man can stand and go of himself, but an infant
must be carried ; and the lame aad sick must have others to

support them. The weak Christian falleth, if his teacher or -

most esteemed company fall: if they run into an error, sect
voL ViIL FF

-
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or schism, he keeps them company. . He groweth cold, ifhe
have not warming company : he forgetteth himself, and let-
teth loose his sense and passion, if he have not some to
watch over him and warn him. No man should refuse the
h=lp of others, that can have it; and the best have need of
all God’s means: but the weak Christian needeth them
much more than the strong, and is much less able to stand
without them; Lukexxii.32. Gal.ii.11—14, .

3. But the seeming Christian is built upén the sand, and
therefore cannot stand a storm; he is a Christian more for
company, or the credit of man, or the interest that others
have in him, or the encouragement of the times, than froma
firm belief and love of Christ, and therefore falleth when his

.props are gone ; Matt. vii.24. .

XXX. 1. A strong Christian can digest the hardest

_ truths, and the hardest works of Providence : he seeth more
of the reason and evidence of truths than others; and he
hath usually a more comprehensive knowledge, and can re-
concile those truths which short-sighted persons suspectto
be inconsistent and eontradictory, and when he cannot re-
concile them, he knoweth they are reconcilable : . for he hath
laid his foundation well, and then he reduceth other truths
to that, and buildeth them on it: and so he doth by the
hardest providences : whoever is high or low, whoever pros-
pereth or is afflicted, however human affairs are carried, and
all things seem to go against the church and cause of Christ, -
he knoweth yet that God is good to Israel, (Psal. Ixxiii. 1,2.)
and that he is the “righteous Judge of all the earth;” and
that the * righteous shall have dominion in the morning,”
and “it shall go well with them that fear the Lord ;” for he
goeth into the sanctuary, and foreseeth the end ; Eccles. viii.
11—13. Psal.lxxiii. 17. cxv.11.13. xxxi. 19.

2. But the weak Christian is very hard put to it, when
he meeteth with difficult passages of Scripture, and wlhen
he seeth it “ go with the righteous according to the work of
the wicked, and with the wicked according to the work of
the righteous;” Eccles. viii. 14. Though he is not over-
turned by such difficulties, yet his foot is ready to slip, and
he digesteth them with much perplexity and trouble.

3. But the seeming, unsettled Christian is often. over-
come by them, and turneth away from Christ, and saith,
‘ These are hard sayings, or bard providences, who can bear



CONFIRMED CHRISTIAN. 435

them ;> John vi.60.66. And thus unbeliefthence gathereth
matter for its increase.

-XXXI. 1. A Christian indeed is one that can exercise
all God’s graces in conjunction, and in 'their ‘proper places
and proportion, without setting one against another, orneg-
lecting one:while he is exercising another. He can be hum-
bled without hindering his thankfulness ‘and joy ;.and -he
can be thankful and-joyful without hindering his due'humi-
lity : -his knowledge doth not destroy, but.quicken his'zeal:
his wisdom hindereth not, but furthereth his innocency : ‘his
faith is a help to his repentance, and his repentanee to his
faith : his love to himself doth not hinder, but help his love
to others ; and his love to God is the end of both. He can
mourn- for ‘the sins of the times, and the calamities of:the
church, yea, for his own sins and imperfections, and-yet re-
joice for the mercies which he hath in possession or in hape.
He findeth that piety and charity are necessarily conjunct;
and every grace and duty is a help to all the rest. Yea, he
‘can exereise his graces methodically, which is the comeli-
ness and beaunty of his heart and life ; 1 Thess. v.12, 13.
16—21.  1Pet.ii.17.

2. But the weak Christian,-theugh-he have every grace,
and his ohedience is universal, yet can he hardly set himself
to any duty, but it hindereth him from some other duty,
through the narrowness and weakness of his mind. When
he is humbling himself in confession of sin, he can scarce
be lively in thankfulness for mercy: when he rejoiceth, it
hindereth his humiliation ; he can hardly do one duty with-
out omitting or hmdermganébher ‘he is either #ll'for joy
or all for sorrow; all for love-or all for fear ; ‘and cannot well
do many things at once, but is apt to- sepamte ‘the truths
and duties which God hath inseparably conjoined.

'3. And for the seeming Christian, he exerciseth no grace
in sincerity, nor is he universal in his obedience to God;
though he may have the image of every grace and duty.

<XXXII. 1. ‘A Christian indeed-is more in getting and
usmg his graces, than in inquiring- whether he have them:
he is very desirous to be assured that heis sincere, but he
is more desirous to be s0: and: he knoweth that even assu-
rance is got more by the exer¢ise anid increase of grace, than
by bare inquiry ‘whether- we have it ‘already : not-that he is
a’ heglueter ‘of - seif-examm’aﬁOn ‘but he oftener:asketh,
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“What shall I do to be saved?” than, *How shall I know
that I shall be saved ?’

2. But the weak Christian hath more of self, and less of
 God in his solicitude : and though he be willing to obey the
whole law of Christ, yet he is much more solicitous to know
that he is out of danger, and shall be saved, than to be fully
pleasing-unto God ; and therefore proportionably,’he is more
in inquiring by what marks he may know that he shall be
saved, than by what means he may attain more holiness, and
what diligence is necessary to his salvation.

3. But the seeming Christian is most careful how to
prosper in the world, or please his flesh: and next, how he
may be sure to escape damnation when he hath done ; and
least of all, how he may conform to Christ in holiness.

XXXIII. 1. A Christian indeed doth study duty more
than events; and is more careful what he shall be towards
God, than what he shall have from God in this life. He
looketh to his own part more than uunto God’s, as knowing
that it is he that is like to fail ; but God will never fail of
his part : he is much more suspicious of himself than of God ;
and when any thing goeth amiss, he blameth himself, and
not God’s providence: he knoweth that the hairs of his
head are numbered, and that his Father knoweth what he
needeth ; and that God is infinitely wiser, and fitter to dis-
pose of him, than he is to choose for himself, and that God
loveth him better than he can love himself ; and therefore
he thankfully accepteth that easy, indulgent command,
“ Cast all your care on him, for he careth for you. Take
no thought what you shall eat o drink, or wherewith you
shall be clothed ;” .Heb. xii. 15. xiii.v. Jobi. ll 22. Matt.
x.30. vi. 25.31 32. _1Pet.v.7.

2. But alas! how gunlty is the weak Christian of med-
dling with God’'s part of the work! How sinfully careful
what will become of him, and of his family, and affairs, and
of the church, as if he were afraid lest God would prove
forgetful unfaithful, or insufficient for his work! So im-
perfect is his trust in God.

3. And the seeming Christian really trusteth him not at
all, for any thing that he can trust himself or the creature
for ; he will have two strings to his bow if he can ; but it is
in man that he placeth his greatest trust for any thmg that
man can do. Indeed to save his soul he knoweth none but
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God is to be trusted, and therefore his life is still preferred
before his soul; and consequently man whom he trusteth
most with his life and prosperity, is really trusted before
God, however God may have the name; Jer. xvii. 5. 7.
Psal. xxxiv.8. xx.7. xxxiv.22. xxxvii.3.

XXXIV. 1. A Christian indeed is much more studious
of his own duty towards others, than of theirs to him ; he
is much more fearful of doing wrong, than of receiving
wrong : he is more troubled if he say ill of others, than if
others speak ill of him: he had far rather be slandered him-
self, than slander others; or be censured himself, than cen-
sure others ; or be unjustly hurt himself, than unjustly hurt
another ; or to be put out of his own possessions or right,
than to put another out of his ; he is oftener and sharper in
judging and reproving himself than others ; he falleth out
with himself more frequently than with others; and is more
troubled with himself than with all the world besides ; he
taketh himself for his greatest enemy, and knoweth that his
danger is most at home ; and that if he can escape but from
himself, no one in earth or hell can undo him ; he is more
careful of his duty to his prince, his parents, his pastor, or
his master, than of theirs to him ; he is much more unwil-
ling to be disobedient to them in any lawful thing, or to dis-
honour them, than to be oppressed, or unjustly afflicted, or
abused by them. And all this is, because he knoweth that.
sin is worse than present suffering ; and thathe isnot toan-
swer for other men’s sins, but for his own ; nor shall he be

- condemned for the sins of any but himself; and that many
millions are condemned for wronging others,but no one for
being wronged by others ; 1 Pet.iv. 12—16. Matt. v.10—12.
1 Pet. ii. 13. 16—17.

2. And the weak Christian is of the same mind in the
main ; but with so much imperfection, that he is much more
frequent in censuring others, and complaining of their
wrongs, and finding fault with them, and aggravating all
that is said or done against himself, when he is hardly made
so sensible of as great miscarriages in himself, as having
much more uncharitableness, partiality, and selfishness, than
a confirmed Christian hath. There are few things which
weakness of grace doth more ordinarily appear in, than this
partiality and selfishness, in judging of the faults or duties
of others, and of hisown.” How apt are (not only hypocrites,
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but) weak Christians, to aggravate all that is dons against
them ; and.to: extenuate or: justify all that they do against
another. O,what a noise they make of it, if they think that
any one hath wronged them, defamed them, disparaged
them, or encroached on theirright. If God himself be blas-
phemed or abused, they can more patiently bear it, and
make not so great a matter of it. Who heareth of such an-
gry complaints on God’s behalf, as on men’sown? Ofsuch
passionate invectives, such sharp prosecutions, against those
that wrong both God and men’s souls, as against those that
wrong a selfish person. (And usually every man seemeth
to wrong him, who keepeth from him any thing which he
would have, or saith any thing of him which is displeasing
to him.) Go to the assizes and courts of justice ; look into
the prisons, and inquire whether it be zeal for God, or for
men’s selves; which is the plaintiff and prosecutor? and
whether it be for wronging God or them, that all the stir is
made? Menare ready to say, God is sufficient to right him- .
self. As if he were not the Original and the End of laws
and government, and magistrates were not his officers, to
promote obedience to him in the world. _

At this time how universal is men’s complaint against
their governors! how common are the cries of the poor and
sufferers, of the greatness of their burdens, miseries, and
wants. But how few lament the sins against government,
which this land hath been sadly guilty of! The pastors
complain of the people’s contempt : the people complain of
the pastor’s insufficiency and lives. The master complain-
eth how bard it is to get good servants, that will mind their
business and profit as if it were their own : servants com-
plaining of their masters for over labouring them or using
them too hardly. Landlords say that their tenants cheat
them: and tenants say that their landlords oppress and
grind them. But if you were Christians indeed, the most
common and sad complaints would be against yourselves.
¢ I am nat 8o good a ruler, 8o peaceable a subject, s0o good a
landlord, so good a tenant, so good a master, so good a ser-
vant, as [ ought to be.’ Your ruler’s sin, your subject’s sin,
your landlord’s sin, your tenant’s sin, your master’s sin, your
gervant’s sin, shall not be charged upon you i judgment,
nor condemn you, but your ownsin. How much more, there-
fore, should you complain of your own, than of theirs ?
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3. As for the seeming Christian, I have told you already,
that selfishness is his nature and predominant constitution;
and according to self-interest, he judgeth of almost all
things ; of the faults and duties of others and himself. And
therefore no man seemeth honest or innocent to him who

- displeaseth him, and is against his worldly interest. Cross

him about mine and thine, and he will beknave the honest-
est man alive, and call his ancient friend his enemy. But of
his dealings with them, he is not so scrupulous, nor so cen-
sorious of himself.

XXXYV. 1. A Christian indeed is much taken up in the
government of his thoughts, and hath them so much ordina-
rily in obedience, that God and his service, and the matters
of his salvation have that precedency in them, and his eye
isfixed on his end and duty ; and his thoughts refuse not to
serve him for any work of God to which he calleth them.
He suffereth them not to be the inlets or agents for pride,
or lust, or envy, or voluptuousness, or to contrive iniquity :
but if any such sparks from hell are ¢ast into his thoughts,
he presently laboureth to extinguish them. If they intrude,
he letteth them not lodge or dwell there. And though he
cannot keep out all disorder orvanity, or inordinate delights
¥et is it his endeavour, and he leaveth not his heart in any
thing to itself.

2. The weak Christian also maketh conscience of his
thoughts, and alloweth them not to be the inlets or servants
of any reigning sin. But alas, how imperfectly doth he go-
vern them ! what a deal of vanity and confusion is in them!
how carelessly doth he watch them! how remissly doth he
rebuke them, excite them, and command them ! how oft are
they defiled with impurity and uncharitableness! and how
little doth he repent of this, or endeavour to reform it! And
little serviceable are his thoughts, ta any high and heaven-
ly work, in comparison of the confirmed Christian.

3. And the seeming Christian is very little employed
about his thoughts, but leaveth them to be the servants of
his pride, and worldliness, or sensuality, or some reigning
sin ; Psal.x.4. Matt.xv.19. 1Cor.1ii.20. Isa.lv.7. Jer.
iv. 14 vi. 19.

XXXVI. 1. A Christian indeed is much employed in the
govemment of his passions ; and hath so far mastered them,
as that they prevail not to. prevent his judgment, nor to dis-.
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compose his heart so far as to interrupt much his commu-
nion with God, nor to enenare his heart to any creature, nor
to breed any fixed uncharitableness or malice in him, norto
cause his tongue to speak things injurious to God or man,
to curse, or swear, or rail, or lie; nor yet to cause him to
hurt and injure any in his heart. But when passion would
be inordinate, either in delights or desires, or anger, or grief,
ar fear, or hope, he flieth to his helps to suppress and govern
them. (Though fear is more out of man’s spower than the
rest, and therefore ordinarily hath less of sin.) He knoweth
that Christ hath blessed the meek (Matt.v.5.), and bids us
learn of ““ him to be meek and lowely ; Matt. xi.28,29. And
that a *“ meek and quiet spirit is in the sight of God of great
price;” 1 Pet.iii. 4. It is, therefore, his care and course to
give place to wrath when others are angry ; Rom. xii. 18,

19. And “if it be possible, as much as in him lieth, tolive.
peaceably with all men,” (Heb. xii.14.); yea, to follow
peace when it flieth from him ; and not, when he is reviled,

to revile again, nor to 'threaten or revenge himself on them
that i ll‘lj ure him; 1 Pet.ii.21—24. Reason and charity-hold
the reins, and passlon is kept under; yea, it is used holily
for God ; Ephes. iv.26, Slow to anger he is in his own
cause, and watchful over his anger even in God’s cause ,*
Prov,xv. 8, xvi,32 Ephes.iv.31. Col.iii. 8.

2. But the weak Christian doth greatly shew his wea.k-
~ ness in his unruly passions, (if he have a temper of body
disposed to passion): they are oft rising, and not easily
kept under; yea, and too often prevail for such unseemly.
words, as maketh him become a dishonour to his profession.
Oft he resolveth, and promiseth, and prayeth for help,
and yet the next provocation sheweth how little grace he
hath to hold the reins. And his passionate desires, and de-
lights, and love, and sorrows, are oft as unruly as his anger,
to the further weakening of his soul. They are like ague
fits, that leave the health impaired.

3. And the seeming Christian hath much less power
over those passions, which must subserve his carnal mind.
For anger it dependeth much upon the temperature of the
body ; and if that incline him not strongly to it, his credit,
or common discretion may suppress it: unless you touch
his chiefest carnal interest, and then he will not only be an~
gry, but cruel, malicious, and revengeful. But his carnal



CONFIRMED CHRISTIAN. 441

love, and desire, and delight, which are placed upon that
pleasure, or profit, or honour, which is his idol, are indeed'
the reigning passions in him. And his grief, and fear, and
anger, are but the servants unto these; Acts xxiv. 26, 27.

XXXVII. 1. A Christian indeed is one that keepeth a
constant government of his tongue ; he knoweth how much
duty or sin it will be the instrument of. According to his
ability and opportunity he useth it to the service and honour
of his Creator. In speaking of his excellencies, his works,
and word ; inquiring after the knowledge of him and his will;
instructing others, and pleading for the truth and ways of
God, and rebuking the impiety and iniquities of the world,
as his place and calling doth allow him. He bridleth his
tongue from uttering vanity, filthiness, ribaldry, and foolish
and uncomely talk and jests ; from rash and irrevérent talk
~ of God, and taking of his name in vain; from the venting of
undigested and uncertain doctrines which may prove erro-.
neous and perilous to men’s souls; from speaking impru-
dently, unhandsomely, or unseasonably about holy things,
. 80 a8 to expose them to contempt and scorn; from lying,
censuring others without a warrantable ground and call;
from backbiting, slandering, false-accusing, railing and re-
viling ; malicious, envious, injurious speech, which tendeth
to extinguish the lave of the hearers to those he speaketh
of ; from proud and boastmg speeches of himself, much more
from swearing, cursing, and blasphemous speech, and oppo-
sition to the truths and holy ways of God, or opprobrious
speeches, or derision of his servants. And in the govern-
ment of his tongue, he always beginneth with his heart, that
he may understand and love the good which he speaketh of,
and may hate the evil which his tongue forbeareth ; and not.
hypocritically to farce his tongue against or without his
heart. His tongue doth not run before his heart, but is rul-
ed by it; Ephes. iv. 15.29. 31. v. 3,4, 6. Psal. xxxvii. 30.
xv.'2, 3. Prov. xvi. 13. x. 20. xxi. 23. xviii. 21. xv. 2.4,
Psal. 34. 13. Prov. xxv. 15. 23. xxviii. 23. Matt. xii.
31, 32. 34.

2. But the weak Chnstlan, though his tongue be sin- -
cerely subject to the laws of God, yet frequently miscarrieth
and blemisheth his soul by the words of his lips, being much
ofter than the confirmed Christian overtaken with words of
vanity, meddling, folly,imprudence, uncharitableness, wrath,
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boasting, venting uncertain or efroneous opinions, &c. so
that the unruliness of his'tongue is the trouble of his heart,
if .not also of the family, and all about him.

3. The seeming Christian useth his toague in the service
of his carnal ends, and therefore alloweth it 0. much unjus-
tice, uncharitableness, falsehood, and other sins, as his car-
* nal interest and designs require; but the rest perhaps he
may suppress, especially if natural sobriety, good education
and prudence do assist him; and his tongue is always bet-
ter than his heart; Prov. x.32. xix.5.9. Psal.l.20. xii.3.
cxliv. 8. ¢xx.2,3. Prov. xxi. 6. 23.

"XXXVIII. 1. The religious discourse of a confirmed
Christian  is most about the greatest and. most necessary
matters : heart-work and heaven-work are the usual employ-
ment of his tongue and thoughts ; unprofitable controversies,
and hurtful wranglings he abhorreth; and profitable con-
troversies he manageth sparingly, seasenably, charitably,
peaceably, and with caution and sobriety, as knowing that
the servant of the Lord must not strive, and that strife of
words perverteth the hearers, and hindereth edifying ; 1 Tim.
vi.4—6. iv. 7,8. 2Tim.ii. 14-—-17.24,25." - His ordinary
discourse is about the glorious excellencies, attributes, rela-
tions, and works of God ; and the mystery of redemption,
the person, office, covenant, and grace of Christ; the re-
newing, illuminating, sanctifying works of the Holy Ghost;
the mercies of this life, and that to come; the duty of man
to God as his Creator, Redeemer, and Regenerator; the cor-
ruption and deceitfulness of the heart; the methods of the
tempter ; the danger of particular temptatlons ; and the
means of our escape, and of our growth in grace; and how
to ‘be profitable to others, and especially to the church.
And if he be called to open any truth which others under-
- stand not, he doth it not proudly, to set up himself,as mas-
_ ter-of a sect, or to draw disciples after him, nor make divi-
sions about it in the church; but soberly, to the edification
of the weak. And though he be ready to defend the truth
against perverse gainsayers in due season, yet doth he not
turn his ordmary edlfymg discourse into dlsputes, or talk
of controversies; nor hath such a proud, pugnacious soul,
as to assault every one that he thinks erroneous, as a man
that taketh himself for the great champion of the truth.
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2. But the weak Christian hath a more unfruitful, wan~
derlng tongue, and his religious discourse is most about his
opinions or party, or some external thing ; as which is the
best preacher, or person, or book. Or if he talk of any text
of Scripture, or doctrine of religion, it is much of the out-
side of it; and his discourse is less feeling, lively, and ex-
perimental. Yea, many a time he hindereth the more edi-
fying, savoury discourse of others, by such religious dis-
course as is imprudent, impertinent, or turneth them away
from the heart and life of the matter in hand. But especial-
ly his ‘opinions, and distinct manner of worship, are the
chief of his discourse.

3. And for the seeming Chnstlan, though he can affect-
edly force his tongue to talk of any subject in religion, espe-
cially thatwhich he thinks willmost honourhim in the esteem
of the hearers; yet when he speaketh according to the in- -
clination of his heart, his discourse is first about his fleshly
interest and concernments, and next to that of the mere ex-
ternals of religion, as controversies, partles, and the several
modes of worship.

XXXIX. 1. A Christian indeed is one that so liveth up-
on the great substantial matters of religion, as yet not wil-
lingly to commit the smallest sin, nor to own the smallest
falsehood, nor to renounce or betray the smallest holy truth’
or duty, for any price that man can offer him. The works
of repentance, faith, and love, are his daily business, which
take up his greatest care and diligence. Whatever opinions
or controversies are afoot, his work is still the same ; what-
ever changes come, his religion changeth not; he placeth
not the kingdom of God in meats and drinks, and circum-
stances and ceremonies, either being for them or against
them, but in “ righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.” And he that in these things serveth Christ, as he is
acceptable to God, so is he approved by such a Christian as
this, however factions persons may revile him; Rom. xiv.
17,18.1—5.10. The strong Christian can ** bear the infir-
mitigs of the weak,” and not take the course - that most -
pleaseth himself, bhut that which “ pleaseth his neighbour
for his good to edification;” Rom. xv.1—3. The essen-
tials. of religion, faith, and love, and obedience, are as bread
and drink, the substance of his food. These he meditateth
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on, and these he practiseth, and according to these he es-
teemeth of others. '

But yet no price can seem sufficient to him, to buy his
innocency; nor will he wilfully sin, and say, it is a little one,
nor “ do evil that good may come by it;” nor offer to God
the sacrifice of disobedient fools, and then say, ‘ I knew not
that I did evil;’ for he knoweth that God will rather have
obedience than sacrifice, and that *“ disobedience is as the
sin of witchcraft ;” and * he that breaketh one of the least
commands, and teacheth men so, shall be called least in the
kingdom of God.” And he that teacheth men to sin by the
example of his own practice, can little expect to turn them
from sin, by his better instructions and exhortations. He
that will deliberately sin in a small matter, doth set but a
small price on the favour of God and his salvation. Wilful
disobedience is odious to God, how small soever the matter
be about which it is committed. Who can expect that he
should stick at any sin, when his temptation is great, who
will considerately commit the least; especially if he will
approve and justifyit? Therefore the sound Christian will
rather forsake his riches, his liberty, his. reputation, his
friends, and his country, than his conscience; and rather
lay down liberty, and life itself, than choose to sin against
his ‘God, as knowing that never man gained by his sin;
Rom.iii.8. Eccles. v.2. 18Sam. xv.15.21—23. Matt.v.
19. The sin that Saul was rejected for seemed but a little
thing ; nor the sin that Uzzah was slain for; and the service
of God, even his sacrifice and his ark, were the pretence for
both. The sin of the Bethshemites, of Achan, of Gehazi,
of Ananias and Sapphira, which had grievous punishments,
would seem but little things to us. And it is a great aggra-
vation of our sin to be chosen, deliberate, justified, and fa-
thered upon God; and to pretend that we do it for his ser-
vice, for the worshipping of him, or the doing good to others,
as if God would own and bless sinful means, or needed a
lie to his service or glory: when he hateth all the workers
of iniquity (Psal. v.5.), and requireth only the sacrifices of
righteousness; Psal.iv. 5. He abhorreth sacrifice from
polluted hands ; they are to him as the offering a dog; and
he will ask who hath required this at your hand. See Psal.
1. 8—14. Isa.i.9-12,&c. lviii.1—4,&c. Jer. vi. 19, 20.
“ The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination to the Lord;"”
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Prov. xv. 8. xxi.27. Itis not pleasing to him; “ all that -
eat thereof shall be polluted;” Hosea ix.4. See Isa lxvi.
1—6. The preaching, the praying, the sacraments of wilful
sinners, especially when they choose sin as necessary to his
service, are a scorn and mockery put upon the most Holy
One: as if your servant should set dung and carrion before
you on your table for your food ; such offer Christ vinegar
and gall ta drink.

2. In all this the weakest Christian that is sincere, is of
the same mind, saving that in his ordinary course, he useth
to place too much of his religion in controversies, and par-
ties, and modes, and ceremonies, (whether being for them or
against them,) and allow too great a proportion in his
thoughts, and speech, and zeal, and practice ; and hindereth
the growth of his grace, by living upon less edifying things,
and turning too much from the more substantial nutriment.

3. And the seeming Christians are here of different ways.
One sort of them place almost all their religion in Pharisai-
cal observation of little, external, ceremonial matters; as
their washings, and fastings, and tithings, and formalities,
and the tradition of the elders ; or in their several opinions,
and ways, and parties, which they call, “ being of the true
church;’ asif their sect were all the church. But living to
God in faith and love, and in a heavenly conversation, and
worshipping him in spirit and truth, they are utterly unac-
quainted with. The other sort are truly void of these essen-
tial parts of Christianity, in the life and power, as well as
the former. But yet being secretly resolved to take up no
more of Christianity than will consist with their worldly
prosperity and ends, when any sin seemeth necessary to their
preferment or safety in the world, their way is to pretend
their high esteem of greater matters, for the swallowing of
such asin as an inconsiderable thing. And then they extol
those larger souls that live not upon circumstantials, but
upon the great and common truths and duties, and pity
those men of narrow principles and spirits, who by unneces-
sary scrupulosity make sin of that which is no sin, and ex-
pose themselves to needless trouble. And they would make
themselves and others believe that it is their excellency and
wisdom, to be above such trifling scruples. And all is be-
cause they never took God and heaven for their all, and
therefore are resolved never to lose all for the hopes of hea-
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wven ; and therefore to do that, whatevef it be, which their
worldly interest shall require, and not to be of any religion
that will undo them.

And three great pretences are. eﬁ'ectual means in this
their deceit. One is, because indeed there are-a sort of
persons that tithe mint and cummin, while they pass by the
greatest matters of the law, and that are causelessly scrupu-
lous, and make that to be sin which indeed is no sin: and
when such a scrupulous people arénoted by their weakness,
and under dishonour among wiser' men, the hypocrwe hath
a very plausible pretence for his hypocrisy, in seeming only
‘to avoid this ignorant scrupulosity, and taking - all for such
who judge not his sin to-be a thing indifferent.

Another great shelter to the credit and conscience of this
hypocrite, is the charity of ithe best, sincerést Christjans,
who always judgerigidly of thémselves, and gentlyof otliers.
They ‘wonld rather die than wilfully choese to commit the
-smallest sin-themselves; ‘but if they see another commit i,
ithey judge as favourahly of itas the case will bear, and hope
that'he did it not knowingly or wilfully ; for theyare bound
to’hope the: best-till the worst be evident. This being the
aupright Christian’s cdse, the hypotrite knoweth-that he shall
:still have a: place in the-esteem-and: love of those charitable
.Christians ; (whose integrity and moderation, maketh pheir
-judgments.most valuable:) aad theén for the judgment of
-God, he will vénture on it j: and for the:censures of weaker
‘persons, who themselven are .censured by the best for. their
‘censoridusness, he can easily-bear them.,

- And anather: covert. for the hypocrite in this'case, is: the
'd:ﬁbrent Jjudgments.of leamed and:réligious men, who make
/a-controversy of the matter. . And what duty or sin is.there
‘that is not become & comtroversy ! Yea, and ameng:men

.otherwise well ¢steemed  of, (except in the essentials of re-
‘ligion). And if once ithe a.controversy, whether it be a'sin
-or not, the hypoctite can say, ¢ Lam of the judgment of such
-and such good and leatned men ; they.are very: judicious,
-excellent persons ;' and we mustnot judge one another in
.controvested ceses; though we-differ in judgment, we must
‘not differ'in-affection.” And thus because he hath a shelter
for liis reputation from the censures.of men, by the counte-
.nance of such asaccompany him.in his:sin, he is-as quiet-as
- if he were-aecured from thecensures.of tlie Almighty..
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XL. 1. A Christian indeed is one that highly valueth
time ; ‘he abhorreth idleness, and all diversions which would
rob him of his time, and hinder him from his work. ‘He
knoweth how much work he hath to do, and of “what un-
speakable consequence to his soul, (if not also to others).
He knoweth that he hath a soul to save or lose; a heavento
win; a hell to escape; a death and judgment to prepare
for ; many a sin to mortify, and many graces to get, and ex—
ercise, and increase ; and many enemiés and temptations to
overcome ;. and .that he shall never have more. time. of trial;
but what 'is now undone, must be undone for ever. He
knoweth how short, and hasty time is, and also how uncer-
tain ; and how, short many hundred years is: to prepare for
an everlasting state, if all were spent in greatest diligence :
and therefore he wondereth at those miserable souls, that
have time to spare, and waste in those fooleries which they
«call pastimes, even in stage-plays, cards, and dice, and long
and tedious feastings, delights, compliments, idleness, and
.everlong or needless visits or recreations. . He marvelleth'at
:the distraction orsottishness of those persons, that can play,
and prate, and loiter, and feast away precious hours, as if
their poor, unprepared souls had nothing to do, while they
:gtand.at the very brink of a dreadful eternity; and are so
fearfully unready as they are. ‘He taketh that person' who

«wonld cheat. him of his time, by any of these forenamed
baits, to .be worse to him than a thief that would take hLis
-purse from him by the highway. O precious time! how
‘highly doth he value it, when he thinks of his everlasting
state,.and thinks what haste his death is making, and what
.reckoning he must ‘make for .every moment; what abun-
.dance of work hath he for every hour, which he is’ grieved
-that he cannot do! ' He hath a calling to.follow, and he hath
a heart to search, and watch, and study ; and a God to seek
.and faithfully seérve; and many:to do good to; and abun-
-ddnce of particular dutles to perform in order to every one
«of these.. But, alas! time doth make such haste away, that
‘many things are left undone, and he is afiaid lest death will
-find him very much behindhand : and therefore he is up and
doing, as one that hath use for every.minute; and worketh
“while it is day, because-he knoweth that the night is com-
inig when none can work ; John ix. 4. Redeeming time is
much of his wisdom and his work ; Eph. v.16. Col.iv. 5.
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He had rather labour in the house of correction, than live
the swinish life of idle and voluptuous gentlemen, or beg-
gars, that live to no higher end, than to live, or to please
their flesh ; or to live as worldlings, that lose all their lives
in the service of a perishing world. He knoweth how pre-
cious time will be ere long, in the eyes of those that now
make light of it, and trifle it away as a contemned thing, as
if they had too much.

2. The weak Christian is of the same mind in the main:
But when it cometh to particular practice, he islike a weak
or weary traveller, that goeth but slowly, and maketh many
a stop. Though his face is still heavenwards, he goeth but
a little way in a day: he is too easily tempted to idle, or
talk, or feast, or play away an hour unlawfully, so it be not
his ordinary course, and he do it but seldom. He taketh
not the loss of an hour for so great a loss as the confirmed
Christian doth : he could sooner be persuaded to live (though
not an idle and unprofitable, yet) an easier, less profitable
life. The world and the flesh have far more of his hours,
than they ought to have ; though his weakness tell him that
he hath most need of diligence.

3. But the time of a seeming Christian is most at the
service of his fleshly interest ; and for that it is principally
employed. And for that he can redeem it, and grudge if it
be lost. But as he liveth not to God, so he cannot redeem
his time for God. Heloseth it even when he seemeth to em-
ploy it best ; when he is praying, or6therwise worshipping
God, and doing that good which feedeth his false hopes, he
is not redeeming his time in all this. While he is sleeping
in security, and deluding his soul with a few formal words,
and an image of religion, and his time passeth on, and he is
hurried away to the dreadful day, and his damnation slum-
bereth not; 2 Pet.ii.3. Prov.xx.4. Matt. xxv.6—8.

XLI. 1. A Christian indeed is one whose very heart is
set upon doing good: as one that is made to be profitable
to others, according to his ability and place; even as the
sun is made to shine upon the world ; he could not be con-
. tent to live idly, or to labour unprofitably, or to get never
80 much to himself, unless he some way contributed to the
good of others. Not that he grudgeth at the smallness of
his talents, and lowness or obscurity of his place, for he
knoweth that God may dispose his creatures and talents as

-
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he please ; and that where much is given, much is required :
Matt. xxv. Luke xii. 48. xix.23. But what his Lord hath
trusted him with, he is loath to hide, and willing to improve
to his Master’s use. He is so far from thinking that Godis -
beholden to him for his good works, that he taketh it for one
of his greatest mercies in the world, that God will use him
in doing any good ; and he would take it for a very great
suffering to be deprived of such opportunities, or turned out
of service, or called to less of thatkind of duty. If he were
a physician, and denied liberty to practise, or a minister,
and denied liberty to preach, it would far more trouble him
that he is hindered from doing good, than that he is depriv-
ed of any profits, or honours to himself. He doth not only
comfort himself with foresight of the reward, but in the very
doing of good he findeth so much pleasure, as maketh him
think it the most delightful life in the world : and he look-
eth for most of his receivings from God, in a way of duty;
John v.29. Gal. vi. 10. Heb. xiii. 16. 1 Pet. iii. 11.

2. But the weak Christian, though he have the same dis-
position, .is far less profitable to the world : he is more for
himself, and less able to do good to others : he wanteth ei-
ther parts, or prudence, or zeal, or strength. Yea, he is oft
like the infants, and sick persons of a family, that are not
helpful, but troublesome to therest. They find work for the
stronger - Christians to bear their infirmities, and watch
them, and support and help them: Indeed, as an infant isa
comfort to the mother, through the power of her own love,
even when she endureth the trouble of its crying and un-
cleanness ; so weak Christians are a comfort to charitable
ministers and people ; we are glad that they are alive ; but
sadded often by their distempers ; Rom. xiv. 1. xv.12.

3. The seeming Christian liveth to himself, and all his
good works are done but for himself, to keep up his credit,
or quiet his guilty conscience, and deceive himself with the
false hopes of a reward, for that which his falsehoodness
maketh to be his sin. If he be a man of learning and
good parts, he may be very serviceable to the church; but
the thanks of that is due to God, and little to him, who seek-
eth himself more than God, or the good of others, inall that
he doth; Matt. xxv. 24 —26.

XLII. 1. A Christian indeed, doth truly love his neigh-
bour as himself: he is not all for his own commodity : his

VOL. VIII. G G '
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neighbour’s profit or good name, is as his own: he feeleth
himself hurt when his neighbour is hurt : and if his neigh-
bour prosper, he rejoiceth as if he prospered himself.
Though his neighbour be not united to him, in the nearest
bonds of Christianity or piety, yet he is not disregardful of
the common unity of humanity. Love is the very soul of
life ; Lev. xix. 18. Matt. xix. 19. xxii. 39. Rom. xiii. 9

Gal.v.14. Jamesii.8. Mark x.21. 1John iv. 10.

2. But the love that is in weaker Christians, though it
be sincere, is weak as they are; and mixed with too much
selfishness, and with too much sourness and wrath. Little
matters cause differences and fallings out. When it cometh
to MINE and THINE, and their neighbours cross their in-
terest or commodity, or stand in their way when they are
seeking any preferment or profit to themselves; you shall
see too easily by their:sourness and contention, how weak
their love is; Matt. xxiv.12. 1Tim.vi. 10. Luke xxii.24.

3. But in.the seeming Christian, selfishness is so predo-
minant, that he loveth none but for himself, with any consi-
derable love.. All his kindness is from self-love, because
men love him, or highly value him, or praise him, or have
done him some good turn, or may do him good hereafter, or
the like. Ifhe hath any love to any for his own worth, yet
self-love can turn all that to hatred, if they seem against him,
or cross him. in his way : for no man that is a lover of the
world and flesh, and carnal self, can ever be a true friend to
any other. For he loveth them but for his own ends;
and any cross interests will shew the falsehood of his love;
2 Tim. iii. 2—4. Matt. v. 46. ,

XLIIIL. 1. A Christian indeed hath a special love to all
the godly; such as endeareth his heart unto them ; and such
as will enable him to visit. them, and .relieve them in their
wants, to.his own less and hazard, according to his ability
and opportunity. .For. the image of God is beautiful and
honourable in his eyes: he loveth not them so much as God
in them; Christ in them; the Holy Spirit in them. He
foreseeth the day when he .shall meet them in heaven, and
there rejoice in God with them to eternity. Heloveth their
company and converse; and delighteth in their .gracious
words and lives. And the converse of .ungodly and empty
men is a wearimess to him (unless in a way of duty, or when
he can do.them good). * In his eyes a vile person is con-
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temned, bnt he honoureth them that fear the Lord;” Psal.
xv.4. Other men grieve his soul with their iniquities, while
he is delighted with the appearances of God in his holy
ones, even the excellent ones on earth; Psal. xvi.3. 2Pet.
1i.7,8. Yea, the infirmities of believers destroy not his

" love; for he hath learned of God himself to difference be-
tween their abhorred frailties and their-predominant grace ;
and to love the very infants in the family of Christ. Yea,
though they wrong him, or quarrel with him, or censure him
in their weakness, he can honour their sincerity, and love
them still. And if some of them prove scandalous, and
some seeming Christians fall away, or fall into the most odi-
ous crimes, he loveth religion nevertheless ; but continueth
as high an esteem of piety, and of all that are upright, as he
had before; 1Johniv.7,8.10. 2 Johnxiii. 34,35. 1 Thess.
iv.9. 1Johniii.1ll. 14.23. Matt.xxv.39, 40, &ec.

" 2. The weak Christian sincerely loveth all that bear his
father's image; but it is with a love so weak (even when it
is most passionate) as will sooner be abated or interrupted
by any tempting differences. He is asually quarrelsome and

-froward with his brethren, and apter to confine his love to
those that are' of his own opinion or party. And because
God hath taught him to. love all that are sincere, the devil
tempteth him to censure them as not sincere, that so he may
justify  himself in the abatement of his love. - And weak
Christians are usually the niost censorious, because they
have the smallest degree of love; which covereth faults, and
thinketh no &vil,'and is not suspicious, but ever apt to judge
the best, till the worst be evident; 1 Cor. xiii. 4,5. “It
beareth- all''things, believeth all things (that are credible),
hopeth all things, endureth all things ;” ver.7. Butitisno
wonder to see-children fall out, even about their childish toys
and trifles ; and what the dissentions of the children of the
church have done against themselves in these kingdoms, I

< need not, I delight not, to record. See 1 Cor. iii. 1—4. “ And

I, brethren, could not speak unto you, as unto spiritual, but

as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you

with milk, and not withmeat ; for hitherto ye were not able

to bear it, neither yet now are ye able: for ye are yet car-

nal : for whereas there is among you, envying, and strife,
and divisions, are you not carnal, and walk as men?”

3. The seeming Christian may have some love to real
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Christians, even for their goodness’ sake; but it is a love
subservient to his carnal self-love ; and, therefore, it shall
not cost him much. As he hath some love to Christ, so he
may have some love to Christians ; but he hath more to the
~ world and fleshly pleasures; and, therefore, all his love to
Christ or Christians, will not make him leave his worldly
happiness for them. And, therefore, Christ, at the day of
judgment, will not inquire after empty, barren love, but af-
ter that love which visited and relieved suffering saints. A
hypocritecan allow both Christ and Christians such a cheap,
superficial kind of love, as will cost him little. He will bid -
them lovingly,  Depart in peace, be you warmed and fill-
ed;” James ii. 15—17. But still the world is most be-
loved. :

XLIV. 1. A Christian indeed doth love his enemies, and
forgive those that injure him, and this out of a thankful
sense of that grace which forgave him a far greater debt.
Not that he thinketh it unlawful to make use of the justice
of the government which he is under, for his necessary pro-
tection, or for the restraint of men’s abuse and violence.
Nor is he bound to love the malice or injury, though he
must love the man. Nor can he forgive a crime as it is
against God or the common goad, or against another, though
he can forgive an injury or debt that is his own. Nor is he
bound to forgive every debt, though he is bound so far to
forgive every wrong as heartily to desire the good of him
that did it. Even God’s enemies he so far loveth, as to de-
sire God to convert and pardon them, while he hateth their
sin, and hateth them as God’s enemies, and desireth their re-
straint ; Psal. cxxxix. 21,22, ci.3. cxix.4. lxviii.1l. xxi.8.
But those that hate, and curse, and persecute himself, he
can unfeignedly love, and bless, and pray for; Matt.v.
43—48. For he knoweth that else he cannot be a child
of God ; ver.45. And that to love those that love him is
not much praiseworthy, being no more’ than heathens and
wicked men can da; ver.46,47. He is so deeply sensible
of that wondrous love which so dearly redeemed him, and
* saved him from hell, and forgave him a thousandfold worse
than the worst that ever was done against himself, that
thankfulness and imitation, or conformity to Christ in his
great compassions, do overcome his desires of revenge, and
make him willing to do good to his most cruel enemies, and
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pray for them as Christ and Stephen did at their deaths ;
Luke xxiii. 34. Acts vii. 60. And he knoweth that he is so
inconsiderable a worm, that a wrong done to him as such, is
the less considerable ; and he knoweth that he daily wrong-
eth God, more than any man can wrong him, and that he can
hope for pardon, but on condition that he himself forgive;
Matt. vi. 12, 14, 15. xviii.34,35. And that he is far more
hurtful to himself, than any other can be to him.

2. And the weak Christian can truly love an enemy, and
forgive a wrong ; but he doth it not so easily and so fully as
the other. But it is with much striving, and some unwil-
lingness and averseness ; and there remaineth some grudge
or strangeness upon the mind. He doth not sufficiently for-
get the wrong which he doth forgive. Indeed, his forglvmg
is very imperfect, like himself (Matt. xviii. 21. Luke ix. 54,
55.), not with that freeness and readiness required. ‘ With
all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing
one another in love;” Eph.iv. 2. “ Put on therefore, as the
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing
one another, and forgiving one another ; even as Christ for-
gave you, so also do ye;” Col.iii.13.18. “ Avenge not
yourselves,” &c. Rom. xii. 14. 18.

3. As for the seeming Christian, he can seem to forgive
wrongs for the sake of Christ, but if he do it indeed it is for
his own sake. As because it is for his honour, or because
the person hath humbled himself to him, or his commodity
requireth it, or he can make use of his love and service for
his advantage, or some one hath interposed for reconcilia-
tion who must not be denied, or the like. But to love an
enemy indeed, and to love that man (be he never so good)
who standeth in the way of his preferment, honour or com-
modity in the world, he never doth it from his heart, what-
ever he may seem to do ; Matt. vi. 14, 15. xviii. 27. 30. 32.
The love of Christ doth not constrain him.

XLV. 1. A Christian indeed is as precise in the justice
of his dealings with men, as in acts of piety to God. For
he knoweth that God requireth this as strictly at his hands.
“That no man go beyond, or defraud his brotherin any mat-
ter; for the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have
forewarned and testified;” 1Thess.iv.6. He is one that
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*“ walketh uprightly, and worketh righteonsness, and speak-
eth the truth in his heart, that backbiteth not with his
tongue, nor doth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a re-
proach against his neighbour. If he swear to his own hurt,
he changeth not. He putteth not out his money to (unjust
or unmerciful) usury; nor taketh reward against the inno-
cent;” Psal.xv. He obeyeth that, Lev.xix. 13. “ Thou
shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages
of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all night un-
til the moming;” He can say as Samuel, *“ Whose ox or
ass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? Whom have
I oppressed ? or of whose hand have I received any bribe,
to blind mine eyes therewith, and I will restore it? And
they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us,
neither hast thou taken out of any man’s hand;” 1Sam.
xii. And if heretofore he was ever guilty of defrauding any
he is willing to his power to make restitution ; and saith as
Zaccheus, “ If T have taken any thing from anyman by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold';” Lukexix.8. Though
flesh and blood persuade him to'tbe contrary, and though it
leave him in want, he will pay his debts, and make restita-
tion of that which is ill gotten, as being none of his own,
He will not sell for as much as he can get, but for as much
as it is truly worth: he will not take advantage of the weak-
ness, or ignorance, or necéssity of his neighbour : he know-
eth that ““a false balance is abomination to the Lord, buta
just weight is his delight ;” Prov.xi.1. He is afraid of be-
lieving ill reports, and rebuketh the backbiter ; chap. xxv.

23. He'is apt to take part with any man behind his back,

who is not notoriously inexcusable ; not to justify any evil,

but to shew his charity, and his hatred of evil speaking, es-
pecially where it can do no good. He will not believe evil
“of another till the evidence do compel him to believe it. If
he have wronged any by incautious words, he readily con-
fesseth his fault to him, and asketh him forgweness, and is
ready to make any just satisfaction for any wrong that he
hath done him. He borroweth not when he seeth not &
great probablhty that he is lxkely to pay it. Nor will re-
main in debt by retaining that which is another man’s
against his will, without an absolute necessity. “ Owe no

. man any thing, but to love one another;” Rom. xiii. 8. For
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to borrow when he.cannot pay is but to steal. Begging is
better than borrowing for such. “ The wicked borroweth,
and payeth not;” Psal. xxxvii. 21.

2. And the weak Christian maketh conscience of Justlce
as well as-acts of piety, as knowing that God hath no need
of our sacrifices, but loveth to see us do that which is good
for human society, and which we have need of from each
other. But yet he hath more selfishness and partiality than
the confirmed Christian .hath, and therefore.is often over-
come by temptations to unrighteous things. - As to stretch
his conscience for-his commodity, in buying or- selling, and
concealing the. fanlts of what he selleth, and sometimes
overreaching others. Especially he is ordinarily too censor
rious of others; and apt to be credulous of evil reports, and
to be over bold and forward of speaking ill of men behind
their backs, and without a call ; especially against persons
that differ from him ‘in matters- of religion, where he is usu-
ally most unjust and . apt to go beyond his bounds; James
iii.. 15, 16. Tit. iii. 2. Eph.iv.31. 1 Pet.ii.l.

3. The seeming Christian may. have a seeming justice ;
but really he hath none but what must give- place to his
fleshly:interest ; and.if his honour, and eommodity and safe-
ty require it, he will not stick. to be unjust. And that jus-
tice which wanteth but a strong temptation:to overturn it,
is almost:as bad as none. If he will not seize on Naboth’s
vineyard, nor.make himself odious by oppression or deceit,
yet if he can raise or enrich himself by secret cozenage, and
get so:fair a pretence for -his injustice; as shall cloak the
matter from: the ‘sight of men; he:seldom. sticketh at it. It
is an:easy'matter to make an:Achan : thinkuthat he doth no
harm, or a Gehazi. that -he wrongeth no man, in taking that
which was offered and due: - Covetoueness will not confess
its name ; but will find some reasonings.to make good all
the injustice - which: it doth 1 Tim. vi. 5. 2 Kings v.
19, 20.

XLVI. 1. A Christian indeed is fanthful and laborious in
his. part:cular celling, and that:not out of a covetous.mind ;
but in obedience to. God, and that he may maintain his, fa-
mily, and be able to do good to others. : For God hath said,
“ In the sweat of thy face thou shalt eat thy bread;” Gen.
iii. 19. “ And six days shalt thou labour;” Exod.xx. 10.
And with quietness men must work, and eat theirownbread;
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and “ if any will not work, neither should he eat ;” 2 Thess.
iti. 10—12. Abraham, and Noah, and Adam, laboured in a
constant course of employment. He knoweth that a sanc-
tified calling and labour is a help, and not a hindrance to
devotion; and that the body must have work as well as the
soul, and religion must not be pretended for slothful idle-
ness, nor against obedience to our Master’s will ; Prov.xxxi.

‘2. The weak Christian is here more easily deceived, and
made believe that religion will excuse a man from bodily la-
bour ; and under the colour of devotion to liveidly. * They
learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and
not only idle, but tatlers also, and busybodies, speaking
things which they ought not;” 2 Thess.iii.8. 1 Tim.v.13."
Slothfulness is a sin much. condemned in the Scriptures;
Ezek. xvi.49. Prov. xxiv.30. xviii. 9. xxi. 25. Matt XXV,
26. Rom.xii. 11.

3. The seeming Christian in his labour is ruled chiefly
by his flesh. If he be rich, and itincline him most to sloth,
he maketh small conscience of living in idleness, under the
pretence of his gentility or wealth. But if the flesh incline
him more to covetousness, he will be laborious enough : but
it shall not be to please God by obedience, but to increase
his estate, and enrich himself and lns posterity, whatever
better reason he pretend.

XLVII. 1. A Christian indeed is exactly conscionable
in the duties of his relation to others in the family and place
of his abode. If he be a husband, he is loving and patient,
and faithful to his wife; if he be a father; he is careful of
the holy education of his children ; if he be a master, he is
just and merciful to his servants, and careful for the saving
of their souls ; if he be a child or servant, he is obedient,
trusty, diligent, and careful, as well behind his parent’s or
his master’s back, -as before his face. He dare not lie, nor
steal, nor deceive, nor neglect his duty, nor speak disho-
nourably of his superiors, though he were sure he could
conceal it all. For he knoweth that the fifth commandment
is enforced with a special promise; Eph.vi.2.5.9. And
that a bad child, or a bad servant, a bad husband or wife, a
bad parent or master, cannot be a good Christian ; Col. iii.
18,19, &e. iv.1. 1 Pet.ii.18.

2. But weak Christians, though sincere, are ordinarily
weak in this part of their duty; and apt to.yield to tempta-
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tions, and carry themselves proudly, stubbernly, idly, dis-
obediently, as eye-servants that are good in sight; or to be
unmerciful to inferiors, and neglecters of their souls. . And
to excuse all this from the faults of those that they have to
do with, and lay all upon others ; as if the fault of husband,
wife, parent, master, or servant, would justify them in theirs;
and passion and partiality would serve for innocency.

- 3. And the hypocrite ordinarily sheweth his hypocrisies
by being false in his relations to man, while he pretendeth
to be pious and obedient unto God. He is a bad master,
and a bad servant, when his filthy interest requireth it, and
_ yet thinketh himself a good Christian for all that. For all
men being faulty, it is easy to find a pretence from all men
that he doth abuse, to cover the injury of his abuse. Cain,
Ham, Eli, Absalom, Judas, &c. are sad examples of this. .

XLVIIL 1. A Christian indeed is the best subject, whe-
ther his prince be good or bad. Though by infidel and. un-
godly rulers he be oft mistaken for the worst. He obeyeth
not his rulers only for his own ends, but in obedience to
God; and not only for fear of ‘punishment, but for conscience *
sake. He looketh on them in their relations as the officers
of God, and armed with his authority, and therefore obeyeth
God in them. He permitteth not dishonourable thoughts
of them in his heart; much less dare he speak dishonoura-
bly of them; Exod. xii. Prov.xxiv.21. 1Pet.ii.13.17:
Prov. viii. 15. Actsxxiii.4,5. Eccles.x.4.20. He know-
eth that every soul must be subject to the higher powers, and
not resist ; and that there is no power but of God. ‘“ Who-
soever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance
of God ; and he that resisteth shall receive to himself dam-
nation ;” Rom. xiii. 1—6. Therefore in all things lawful he.
obeyeth them. And though he must not, nor will not obey.
them against God, yet will he suffer patiently when he is.
wronged by them ; and not only forbear resistance by arms
or violence, but a.lso all reproachful words, as knowing that
the righting of himself is not so necessary to the public or-,
der and good, as the honour of his rulers is. Usurpers may
probably charge him to be a traitor, and seditious and re-
bellious, because he dare not approve of their usurpations ;
and when several are contending for the government, and
in a litigious title the lawyers mislead him, when the con-
troversy is only among them, and belongs to their profes-
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sion, it is possible he may mistake as well as the lawyers,
and take him to. have the better title that hath the worse.
But in divinity he knoweth there is no controversy whether
every soul must be subject to the highest power, so far as
he can know it.. And that prayer and patience are the
subject’s arms ; and religion is so far from being a warrant
to resist, that it plainly forbiddeth disobedience ; and resist-
ance ; and none are more obliged to submission and qulet-
ness than Christians are. The spirit of Christianity is not
of this world ; their kingdom and their hopes ‘are not of
this world ; and, therefore, they contend not for dignities
and rule; much less by resisting or rebelling against their
- lawful governors. . But they are resolved to obey God, and
secure their everlasting  portion, and bear all the injuries
which they meet with in the. way, especially from those
whom God hath set over them. There is no doctrine:that
ever was reeeived: in'the world, so:far from befriending sedi-
tions and rebellion; as the doctrine of Christ; nor any peo-
ple in the world so loyal as Christians, while Christianity
retained its genuine simplieity ; till proud,: domineering,
worldly men, for:carnal-ends; pretended themselves to be
Christians; and perverted the dootrine of Christ, to make it
warp to -their ambitious ‘ends. : Suffering seemeth not so
great a-matter-to. a holy, mortified, heavenly mind, as to
tempt-him to-hazard his salvation to resist it. - Nomanis so
likely to be true to kings; as he that believeth that his sal-
vation lieth ‘on it, by the ordinance of God ; Rom. xiii.3.
And princes that are wise and just, do always discern.that
the best Christians are- their' best subjects ; though:those
that: are unbelieving: and ungodly themselves, have ever
hated them as the greatest: troubles of the earth. And it
hath. ever been the practice of ‘the enemies of . Christ and
godliness, to'do all: they can to' engage. the rulers of the
earth against them ; and to persuade them that the most
godly Christians are persons of disloyal and unquiet minds;
and by vexing and persecuting them, they-do their worst to
make- them such as - they falsely called' them. Even Christ
himself was' crucified as an enemy to Cesar, and Pilate dri-
ven to it by the noise of them that cried out, that if he let
them.go he was not Cesar’s friend; John xix. 12. They first
tempted. him with the question, “ Whether it were lawful to
pay tribute-unto Ceesar ;” Matt. xxii. 17, Luke xx.22. And
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though . they could this way take no hold of him, yet this
was the first article of his accusation : *“ We have found this
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute
to Ceesar:™ Luke xxiii.2. And how loyal would those re-
bellious Jews seem, when they thought it the only way to
engage the Roman power against Christ? Then they cry
out, “We have no king but Cesar;” John xix.15. And
this was the common accusation against the Christians both
by Jews and Gentiles. The language of the Jews you may
hear from Tertullus: ‘We have found this man a pestilent
fellow; and a mover of sedition among all the Jews through-
out the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Naza-
renes;” Acts xxiv. 5. And at Thessalonica, the charge
against them was, that they  turned the world upside down,
and did-all contrary to the decrees of Ceesar ;” chap. xvii. 6, 7.
And' thus the best Christians have' by such been slandered
from age to age; because the devil and his instruments
know not how suﬁclently to molest them, except they en-~
gage the rulers against them. Butyet all this doth not con-
quer the patience and loyalty of confirmed Christians. They
are wiser than' that wise man that Solomon saith, ““ Oppres-
sion'maketh mad ;” Eccles. vii.7. Ifusurpers or malicious
liars shall a thousand times call them rebellious and sediti-
ous, itshallnot drive them from their due subjection. They
can. patiently follow their Lord and the ancient Christians,
in the'enduring of 'such slanders, and' suffering 4s enemies
to Cmsar, so they do ‘but escapeithe sin, and be not such as
malice calleth them:: :They had rather die"as ‘reputed ene-
mies to government; than to be such indeed. 'They prefer
subjection before the reputation of it ; for they look not for
their reward from princes, but from God. If they can pre-
serve. their innocence; they:can bear the defamation of their
names, being satisfied:in the hopes of the joyful day of the
judgment of Christ, which will fully justify them and setall
straight. Indeed they know: thata. state ofi subjection is
easier and safer than places of command; and that it is ea-
sier to obey than govern. ‘And.so far are they: from.envy-
ing men’s greatness, and from:desiring dominions, that they
pity-the tempted, and dangerous, and troublesome state of
those in power, and -are. thankful to. God for their quieter
and safer station. They heartily pray for kings and all that
are in authority ; not that by their favour they may rise to
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places of wealth and honour, but * that under them they
may live a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and ho-
nesty ;” 1 Tim.ii. 2. Yea, though infidel princes hate and
persecute them, they continue to pray for them, and to ho-
nour their authority, and will not thereby be driven from
their duty. If God cast their lot under infidel, ungodly, and
malicious governors, they do not run to arms to save them-
selves, or save the Gospel; as if God had called them to
reform the world, or keep it from the oppression of the
- higher powers. Nor do they think it a strange, intolerable
matter for the best men to be lowest, and to be the suffering
side, and so fall to fighting that Christ and the saints may
have the rule. For they know that Christ’s kingdom is not
of this world, (John xviii. 36.) ; that is, not a visible monar-
chy, as his usurping vicar doth pretend ; and that Christ
doth most eminently rule unseen, and disposeth of all the
kingdoms of the world, even where he is hated and resisted ;
and that the reign of saints is in their state of glory; and
that all God’s graces do fit them more for a suffering life,
than for worldly power. Theirhumility, meekness, patience,
self-denial, contempt of the world, and heavenlymindedness,
are better exercised and promoted in a suffering, than a pros-
perous, reigning state. When they think of the holy bleod
which hath been shed by heathen Rome, from Christ and
Stephen, till the days of Constantine; and the far greater
streams which have been shed by the bloody papal Rome ;
wherever they had power, in Piedmont, Germany, Poland,
Hungary, in Belgia, England, and in other lands ; the thir-
ty or forty thousand murdered in a few days at the Bartholo-
mew massacre in France ; the two hundred thousand mur-
dered in a few weeks in Ireland, they are not so unlike their
suffering brethren, as to think that striving for honours and
command, is their way to heaven. When Christ hath fore-
told them that: self-denial under the cross, tribulation, and
persecution, is the common way; Luke xiv. 26, 27.29.33.
Acts xiv.22. Johnxvi.33. Rom.v.3. viii.35. 2 Tim.iii.
12. Matt.v. 10—12; 2 Thess.ii.6,7.10. Mark x.30.- So
far are they from fighting against the injuries and cru-
veltles of their governors, that they account the reproach
of Christ to. be greater riches than all their treasures,
(Heb. xi. 15,26.), and think they are blessed when they
are persecuted (Matt. v. 10.), and say with Paul, ** God for-



CONFIRMED CHRISTIAN. 461

bid that 1 should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified to me, and I unto the
world;” Gal.vi.14. And 2 Cor. xii. 19. “ Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in per-
secutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am
weak, then I am strong.” Nay, in all these things, when
persecuted and killed all the day long, and counted as sheep
to the slaughter, they are more than conquerors through
Christ ;” Rom. viii.36—37. They obtain a nobler conquest
than that which is obtained by the sword.

2..But the weak Christian having less patience, and
more selfishness and passion, is more easily tempted to break
his bounds, and with Peter run to his unauthorized sword,
when he should submit to suffering; Matt. xxvi. 51,52.
And his interest and sufferings cause his passion to have too
great a power on his judgment, so that he is more easily
tempted to believe that to be lawful which he thinks to be
necessary to his own preservation; and to think that the
Gospel and the church are falling, when the power of men is
turned against them; and therefore he must with Uzzah put
forth his hand to save the ark of God from falling. He is
more troubled at men’s injustice and cruelty, and maketh a
wonder of it, to find the enemies of Christ and godliness to
be unreasonably impudent and bloody ; as if he expected
reason and righteousness in the malicious world. His suf-
ferings fill him more with discontent, and desires of revenge
from God; Lukeix.54. and his prosperity too much lifts
him up; 2 Chron.xxxii.256. And in the litigious titles of
pretenders to supremacy, he is oft too hasty to interest him-
self in their contentions, as if he understood not that who-
ever is the conqueror will count those rebels that were on-
the other side; and that the enemies of Christ will cast all
the odium upon Christianity and piety, when the contro-
versy is only among the statesmen and lawyers, and belongs
not to religion at all.

3. The seeming Christian will seem to excel all others in
loyalty and obedience, when it maketh for his carnal ends:
he will flatter rulers for honours and preferment, and always
be on the rising side, unless when his pride engageth him in
‘murmurings and rebellions. He hath a great advantage
above true Christians and honest men, to seem the most obe-
dient subject ; because he hath a stretching conscience, that
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can do any thing for his safety or his worldly ends. If he
be among Papists, he can be a Papist; if among Protestants,
he is a Protestant ; and if he were among Turks, it is like-
ly he would rather turn a Mahometan than be undone. No
prince or power can command him any thing which he can-
not yield to, if his worldly interest require it. If there be a
law for worshipping the golden image, it is the consciona-
ble servants of God, and not thre time-servers, that refuse to
obey it ; Dan.iii. If there be a law against praying, (Dan.
vi.) it is Daniel, and not the ungodly multitude that disebey
it. If there be a command against preaching, (Acts iv: 17,
18.) it is the holy apostles and best Christians that plead
the command of God against it, and refuse obedience to it ;
(ver.20,29.) The self-seeking, temporizing hypocrite can
do any thing; and yet he obeyeth not, while he seemeth to
obey: for it is not for' the authority of the commander that
he doth it, but for his own ends. 'He never truly honoureth
his superiors ; ‘for he doth not respect them as the officers of
God, nor obey them-for "his sake with a conseionable- obe-
dience. He feareth the higher powers as bears or tigers,
that are able to hurt him; or useth their favour as-he useth
his horse, to do him service. Were it not for himself, he
would little regard them. The true Christian honoureth
the basest creatare more than the hypocrite and worldling
honoureth his king: for he seeth God in all, and useth the
smallest things unto his glory ;- whereas the worldling de-
baseth the highest, by the baseness of his esteem, and use,
and end: for he knoweth not how to esteem or use the
greatest prince, but for himself or for some worldly ends ;
2 Tim. iii. 3, 4. -

XLIX. 1. ‘A Christian indeed is 2 man of courage ‘and
fortitude in every cause of God; for he trusteth God, and
firmly believeth that he will bear him out. He knoweth his
superiors, and hath a charitable respect to all men: but as
for any selfish or timorous respect, he hath the least regard
to man. 'For he knoweth that the greatest are but worms,
whose breath is in their nostrils, that pass away as shadows,
and return to dust; and that the most potent-are impotent
when they contend with God, and are unequal matches to
strive against their Maker; and that it will prove hard for
them to kick against the pricks; and that' whoever seemeth
now to have the day, itis God that will be conqueror at last.
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Job xxv. 6. xvii.14. xxiv.20. Psal. Ixxix.31. ciii. 16.
cxliv.3—b. Actsix.4—6. ‘Putnot your trustin princes,
nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help ; his breath
goeth forth; he returneth to his earth ; in that very day his
thoughts perish. Happy is he -that hath the God of Jacob
for his help ; whose hope is in the Lord his God.” * Woe
to him that striveth with his Maker ;” Isa.xlv.9. Heknow-
eth that it is more irrational to fear man against God, than
to fear a flea or afly against the greatest man. The infinite
disproportion between the creature that is against him, and
the Creator that is for him, doth resolve him to obey the
command of Christ; ‘ Be not afraid of them-that kill the
body, and after that have no more that they can do: but 1
will forewarn you whom you shall fear: fear him, which af-
ter he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell : yea, I say
unto you, fear him ;” Luke xii. 4. * Hearken unto me, ye
that know righteousness, the people in whose heart. is my
law : fear ye not the reproof of man, neither be afraid of
their revilings. For the moth shall eat them up like a gar-
ment, and the worm shall eat them like wool ; but my-righ-
teousness shall be for ever, and my salvation. from genera-
tion to generation ;” Isa.lvii.7,8. “I gave myback to the
smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair.
1 hid not my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord
God will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded ;
therefore have I set my face like a flint; and I know that I
‘shall not be ashamed. He is near that justifieth me ; who .
will contend with me? Let us stand together; who is
mine adversary? let him come near to me. Behold, the
Lord God will help.me: who is he that shall condemn me?
Lo! they all shall wax old as a garment ; the moth shall eat
them up;” Isa.l. 6—9. xxxv.4. xli.10.13,14. vii. 4.
Jer. xlvi. 27, 28. Matt. x.26.31. * Cease ye from man,
whose breath is in his nostrils ; for whereinishe to be account-
ed of;” Isa.ii. 22. * Cursed be the man that trusteth in
man, &c. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, &ec.”
Jer. xvii. 5.8,9. Alas, how terrible is the wrath of God, in
comparison of the wrath of man! And how.easy an enemy
is the cruellest afflicter, in comparison of a holy, sin-reveng-
ing God. Therefore the confirmed . Christian saith as the
three witnesses ; Dan.iii. 16—18. “ We are not careful to
.answer thee in this matter : the God whom we serve is able
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to deliver us.——Bat if not, be it known unto thee, O king,

that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden

image which thou hast set up.” When Daniel knew that

the decree was past, he prayed openly in his house, as here-

tofore; Dan.vi.10. Moses *feared not the wrath of the

king ; for he endured as seeing him who is invisible ;” Heb.

xi.27. * The righteous is bold as a lion;” Prov. xxviii. 1.

““ When they saw the boldness of Peter and John, they mar-

velled;” Actsiv.13. Paul’s bonds made others bold; 2

Cor. xi. 21. Ephes. vi. 19, 20. Actsiv.29.31. * Perfect
love casteth out fear;” 1 Johniv. 18. < If ye suffer for righ-

teousness’ sake, happy are ye; and be not afraid of their
terror, neither be troubled;” 1 Pet. iii. 14. “ So that we
may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, I will not fear what
man shall do unto me ;” Heb. xiii. 6.

2. But the weak Christian, though he also trust in God,
is much more fearful, and easily daunted and discouraged ;
and ready with Peter to be afraid, if he perceive himself in
danger; Matt. xxvi.69. He is not * valiant for the truth;”
Jer.ix.3. Though he can forsake all (even life itself) for
Christ, (Lukexiv.26.33.) yet is it with a deal of fear and
trouble. And man is a more significant thing to him than
to the stronger Christian.

3. But the seeming Christian doth fear man more than
God, and will venture upon the displeasure of God, to avoid
the displeasure of men that can do him hurt; because he
doth not soundly believe the threatemngs of the word of
God.

L. 1. A Christianindeed is made up of judgment and zeal
conjunct. His judgment is not a patron of lukewarmness,
nor his zeal an enemy to knowledge. His judgment doth
not destroy, but increase his zeal ; and his zeal is not blind
nor self-conceited, nor doth run before, or without judg-
ment. If he be of the most excellent sort of Christians, he
hath so large a knowledge of the mysteries of godliness,
that he seeth the body of sacred truth with its parts, and
compages, or joints, as it were at once. It is all written
deeply and methodically in his understanding; he hath by
long use his senses exercised, to discern both good and evil ;
Heb.v. 14. He presently discerneth where mistaken men

o out of the way, and lose the truth, by false suppositions,
or by false definitions, or by confounding things that differ.
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And therefore he pitieth the contentious sects and disputers,
who raise a dust to blind themselves and others, and make
astir to the trouble of the church, about things which they
never understood: and in the sight of that truth which
others obscure and contradict, he enjoyeth mich content or
pleasure in his own mind, though incapable persons zea-
lously reject it. Therefore he is steadfast, as knowing on.
what ground he setteth his foot. And though he be the
greatest lover of truth, and would with greatest joy receive
any addition to his knowledge, yet ordinarily by erroneous
zealots he is censured as too stiff, and self-conceited, and
tenacious of - his own opinions, because he will not enter-
tain their errors, and obey them in their self-conceitedness.
For he that knoweth that it is truth which he holdeth, is
neither able nor willing to hold the contrary, (unless he im-
prison the truth in unrighteousness). But if he be one that
hath not attained to such a clear, comprehensive judgment,
yet with that measure of judgment which he hath, he doth.
‘guide and regulaté his zeal, and maketh it follow after, while
understanding goeth before. He treadeth on sure ground,
and knoweth it to be duty indeed which he is zealous for,
and sin indeed which he is zealous against ; and is not put
to excuse all his favour and forwardness after, with a  non
putarem,’ or, ‘ I had thought it had been otherwise ;> 1 Cor.
1.5. 2Cor. viii. 7. Col.iii. 16. iv.12,

2. But the weak Christian either hearkeneth too much
to carnal wisdom, which suppresseth his zeal, and maketh
him too heavy, and dull, and indifferent in many of his du-
ties, and the concernments of his soul, permitting the world
to take up too much of the vigour of his spirit ; or else he is
confident in his mistakes, and verily thinks that he under-
standeth better than many wiser men, those things which he
never understood at all. He chooseth his party by the zeal
that he findeth in them, without any judicious trial of the
truth of what they hold and teach. He is very earnest for
many a supposed truth and duty, which proveth at last to
be no truth or duty at all; and he censureth many a_wiser
Christian than himself, for many a supposed sin, which is
no sin, but perhaps a duty. For he is always injudicious,
and his heat is greater than his light, or else his light is too
flashy without heat. Peremptorily he doth set down some

YOL. Vill. ' H H
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among the number of the most wise and excellent men, for
keeping him company in his mistakes : and he boldly num-
bereth the best and wisest of his teachers with the trans-
gressors, for being of a sounder understanding than himself,
and doing those duties which he calleth sins. And hence
itis that he is a person apt to be misled by appearances of
zeal ; and the passions of his teachers prevail more with him
than the evidence of truth. He that prayeth and preacheth
most fervently is the man that carrieth him away, though
none of ‘his arguments.should be truly cogent. If he hear
any hard name against any opinion, or manner of worship,
he receiveth that prejudice which turneth him more against
it than reason could have done. Se the bughear names of
Heresy, Lutheranism, &nd Calvinism, frighteneth many a
well-meaning Papist both from the truth;.and almost from
his wits. And the names of Popery, Arminianism, Prelacy,
Presbyterianism, Independency, &e. do turn away the hearts
of many from things which they never tried-er understoed.
If a zealous preacher do but callany opinion or practice an-
tichristian or idolatrous, it is a more effectual terror then
the clearest .proof. Big and terrible wards do. meve the
passions, while the understarding is abused, or a'stranger
to the cause. And passion is much of their religion. - And
hence, alas! is much of the calamity of the church; Rom.
xiv. 1—4, &c. 1 Cor. iii. 1—4. Acts.xxi. 20.. Gk iv. 17, 18,

3. But the seeming Christian is only zealous finally for
himself, or zealous about the smaller matters of religion, as
the Pharisees were for their ceremonies and treditions, o#
for his own inventions, or someopinions or-ways, in which
his honour seemeth to be interested, and pride is the bellowe
of his zeal. But as for a holy zeal-abont the substance and
practice of religion, and that for God as the final: cause, he
is a stranger to it. He'may have a zeal of 'God, and of and
for the law: and worship of God as the material cause, but
not a-true zeal for God, as the chief final cause; Rom. x. 3.
2 Sam. xxi.2. 2 Kingsx..16. Aectsxxii. 3. :

LI. 1. ‘A Christian indeed can bearthe- lnﬁnmtles of the
weak : though he love not their weakness; yet he-pitieth it,
because he ‘truly lovethitheir persons. -Christ hath taught
him not tobreak the bruised reed, and to ““.gather-the lambs
in his arms, and carry them in his- ‘bosom, and gently: lead
those that are with young ;! Isa.xl.11. xlii.3.. If they
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have disesses and distempers, he seeketh in tenderness to
eure them, and not in wrath to hurt or vex‘them. “He turn-
eth not the infants or sick persons from the family, because
they cry, or are unquiet, unclean, infirm; and troublesome ;
but he exerciseth” his love and pity upon their weaknesses.
If they mistake their way, or are ignorant, and peevish, and
froward in their mistakes, he seekéth not to undo them, but
gently to reduce them. If they censure him, and call him
erroneous, herétical, antichristian, idolatrous, because he
concurreth not with them in their mistakes, he beareth it
with love and patience, as he would do the peevish chidings
of a child, or the frowardness of the sick. He doth not lose
his charity, and set his wit against a child, and aggravate
the crimes, and being reviled revile again; and say,  You
are schismatics, hypocrites, obstinate, and fit to be severely
dealt with.” But he overcometh them with love and‘pa-
tience, which i the conquest of a saint, and the happiest
victory both for himself and them. It is a *“ small matter to
him to be judged of man;*? 1Cor.iv.3,4. He is more
troubled for the weakness and disease of the censorious,
than forhis own being wronged by then' censures ; Phil. i.
16+=18. ‘Rom:xv.1—3. xiv.2,3.

' 2. But the weak Christian is more ready to censure others,
than patiently ‘to bear a censure himself. Either he storm- -
éth against the censurers, as if they did him some unsuffer-
able wrong' (through the over-great esteem of himself and
his reputation), or élse, to escape the fangs of censure, and
keép up his repute with them, he complieth with the censo-
rious, and overruns his Judgnien‘t and consciénce tobe well-
spoken of; and counted a ‘smcere and stemdfast man ; Gnl n
12-—14

- 3. ‘But the seeming Christian is so proud and selfish,
and wanteth charity and tenderness to the weak, that he is
impatient’ of their provocatibns; and would cure the dis-
eases of the servants of Christ, by cutting their throats, or
ridding the country of them. 1fa child do but wrangle with
with him, he orieth, « Away with him, he is a troubler of the
world.’ : He taketh more notice of one of their infirmities,
than of all their graces; yea, he can see nothing but obsti- .
nacy and hypocrisy in them, if they do but cross him in his
opinions, or reputation, or worldly ends. Selfishness cen
turn his’ hypocrisy into melignity and cruelty, if once he
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take them to be against hisinterest. Indeed his interest can
make him patient : he can bear with them that he looketh to
gain by, but not with them that seem to be against him.
The radical enmity against sincerity, that was not mortified,
but covered in his heart, will easily be again uncovered;
Mark vi. 18.20—22. Phil.i. 15,16. 3 John 9.

LIL. 1. A Christian indeed is a great esteemer of the
unity of the church, and greatly averse to all divisions
among believers. As there is in the natural body an ab-
horring of dismembering or separating any -part from the
whole ; so there is in the mystical body of Christ. The
members that have life, cannot but feel the smart of any dis-
tempering attempt; for abscission is destruction : the mem-
bers die that are separated from the body. And if there be
but any obstruction or hindrance of communion, they will
be painful or unuseful. He feeleth in himself the reason of
all those strict commands, and earnest exhortations : * Now:
I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our. Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined
together in the same mind, and in the same judgment ;”
1Cor.i. 10. ‘< If there be any consolation in Christ, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any.bowels
and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye; be likeminded, havw-
ing the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let
nothing be done through strife or vain-glory ; but in lowli-
ness of mind, let each esteem other better than themselyes.
Look not every man on his own things, but every man also
on the things of others;” Phil.ii. 1—4. ]I, therefore, the
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in
love ; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as
ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of
us is given grace, according to the measure of the gift of
Christ :” Ephes.iv.2—7. Read also chap.iv. 12-—16. 1 Cor.
xii. throughout. He looketh at uncharitablenes, and divi-
sions, with more abhorrence than weak Christians do at
drunkenness or whoredom, or such. other heinous sin. .He



CONFIRMED CHRISTIAN. 469

feareth such dreadful warnings, as Acts xx. 29,30. “ For I
know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves en-
ter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own-
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them.” And he cannot slight such a
vehement exhortation, as Rom. xvi. 17, 18. ““ Now I beseech
you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences,
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid
them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus .
Christ, but their own belly, and by good words, and fair
speeches, deceive the hearts of the simple.” Therefore he
is 8o far from being a divider himself, that when he seeth
any one making divisions- among Christians, he looketh on
him as one that is slashing and mangling the body of his
dearest friend, or as one that is setting fire on his house,
and therefore doth all that he can to quench it; as knowing
the confusion and calamity to which it tendeth. He is ofa
Christian, and therefore of a truly catholicspirit; that is, he
maketh not himself a member of a divided party, or a sect ;
he regardeth the interest and welfare of the body, the uni-
versal church, above the interest or prosperity of any party
whatsoever; and he will do nothing for a party which is in-
jurious to the whole, or to the Christian cause. The very -
names of sects and parties are displeasing to him ; and he-
could wish that there were no name.but that of Christians
among us, save only the necessary names of the criminal,
such as that of the Nicolaitans; Rev.ii.6.15. By which
those that are to be avoided by Christians must be known.
Christianity is confined to s0 narrow a compass in the world,
that he is unwilling to. contract it yet into a narrower. The
greatest party of divided Christians, whether it be the Greeks
or Papists, is too small a body for him to take for the ca~
tholic, or universal church. He admireth at the blindness
and cruelty of faction, that can make men damn all the rest-
of the church for the interest of their proper sect ; and take
all those as no Christians that are better Christians than:
themselves. Especially the Papists, who unchurch all the
church of Christ, except their sect, and make it as necessa-
ry to salvation to be a subject of the pope, as to be a Chris-
tian. And when, by their great corruption and abuses of
Christianity, they have more need of charitable censures
themselves than almost any sort of Christians, yet are they
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the boldest condemners of all others.. The confirmed Chris-
tian can difference between the strong and weak, the sound
and unsound members of the church, without dismembering
any, and without unwarrantable separations from any. He
will worship God in the purest manner he ¢an, and loeally
join with those assemblies, where, all things considered, he
may most honour God, and receive most edification ; and
will not sin for communion with any. He will sufficiently
difference between a haly, orderly assembly, and a corrupt,
disordered one ; and between an able, faithful pastor, and
an ignorant or worldly hireling. And he desireth that the
pastors of the church may make that due separasion by the
hely discipline of Christ, which may prevent the people’s
disorderly separation. But for all this, he will not deny his
presence upen just ocoasion, to any Christian congregation
that worshippeth God in truth, though with many modal im-
perfections, 8o be it, they impose no sin upon him as neces-
sary to his communion with.them. Nor will he deny the
spiritual communion of faith and love to these that he hold-
eth.not local communion with. . He knows that all our war-
ship of God is sinfully imperfect, and. that it is a dividing
principle to hold, that we may join with nene that worship
God in a faulty manner; for then we must join with none
on earth. . He knoweth that his presence in the worship.of
Gad, is no sign of his approbation of all the failings of pas-
tors or people, in their personal or modal imperfections,.as
long as he joineth not in a worship 8o corrupt as to. be itself
unacceptable to God. While men who are all imperfect and
gorrupt, are the worshlppers, the manner of their worship
will be such.as they, in some degree, imperfect and corrupt.
The. solid Christian hath his eye upon all the. churches
in the world, in the determining of such questions ; he con-
sidereth what worship is effered to God in the churches
of the.several parties of Christians, the Greeks, Atmenians,
Abassines, .Lutherans, &c. as well as what is done in the
country where he liveth; and he considereth whether God
disown and rejeet the worship of almest all the churches in
the weorld, or not; for he dare no further reject them than
God rejecteth them. Nor will he voluntarily separate from
those assemblies where the presence of Christ, in his Spirit
and acceptance, yet remaineth. And his fuller acquaint-
ance with the gracious nature, office; and tenderness of
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Christ, together with greater love to his bréthren, doth cause
him in this to judge more gently than young censorious
Christians do. And his humble acquaintance with his own
infirmities, maketh him the more compassionate to others.
If he should think that God would reject all that order not,
and word not their prayers aright, he would be afraid of be-
ing rejected himself, who is still conscious of greater faulti-
ness in his-own prayers, than a mere defect in words and or-
der ; even of a great defectiveness in that faith, and desire,
and love, and zeal, and reverence which should be manifest-
ed in prayer. Though he be more apprehensive than others,
of the excellency and necessity of the holiness and spiritu-
ality of the soul in worship ; yet withal he is more judicious
and charitable than the peevish and passionate infant Chris-
tians; who think that God doth judge as they do, and seeth
no grace where they see none ; and taketh all to be super-
stitious or fanatical, that differ from their opinions or manner
of worship ; or that he is as ready to call every error, in the
method or the words of prayer, idolatry or will-worship, as
those are that speak not what they know, but what they
have heard some teachers whom they reverence, say before
them. ‘ He that dwelleth in love, doth dwell in God, and
God in him.” - And he that dwelleth in God, is liker to be
best acquainted with his mind, concerning his children and
his worship, than he that dwelleth in wrath, and pride, and
partiality. - -

- 2. But the weak Christian (though so far as he hath
grace, he is of the same mind, and abhorreth discord and
division among the flock of Christ, yet) being more dark,
and selfish, and distempered, he is much more prone to un-
warrantable separations and divisions than the stronger
Christian is. He is narrower sighted, and looketh little fur-
ther than his own acquaintance, and the country where he
liveth ; and mindeth not sufficiently the general state of the
churches through the world, nor understandeth well the in-
terest of Christ and Christianity in the earth. His know-
ledge and experience being small, his charity also is but
small; and a little thing tempteth him to condemn another,
and aggravate his faults, and think him unworthy of the
communion of the saints. He is much more sensible of the
judgment, and affections, and concernments of those few
with whom he doth converse, and that are of his opinion,
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than of the judgment, and practice, and concernments of the
universal church. He knoweth not how to prefer the judg-
ments and holiness of some that he thinketh more excellent
than the rest, without much undervaluing and censuring of
all others that are not of their opinion : he cannot choose
the actual local communion of the best society, without
some unjust contempt of others, or separation from them.

He hath not so much knowledge as may sufficiently acquaint
him with hisignorance ; and therefore he is apt to be unrea-
sonably confident of his present apprehensions, and to think
verily that all his own conceptions are the certain truth ; and
to think'them ignorant, or ungodly, or very weak at least, that
differfrom him. For he hath not thoroughly and impartially
studied all that may be said on the other side. The autho-
rity of his chosen teacher and sect, is greater with him (if
he fall into that way) than the authority of all the most wise
and holy persons in the world besides. What the Scripture
speaketh of the unbelieving world, he is apt to apply to all
those of the church of Christ, that are not of his mind and
party. And when Christ commandeth us to come out of
the world, he is prone to understand it of coming out from
the church into some stricter and narrower society ; and is
apt with the papists, to appropriate the name and privileges
of the church, to his party alone, and to condemn all others.
Especially if the church-governors be carnal and self-seek-
ing, or otherwise very culpable; and if discipline be neg-
lected, and if profaneness be not sufficiently discountenanc-
ed, and godliness promoted, he thinketh that such a church
is no church, but a profane society. God hath taught him
by repentance to see the mischief of ungodliness, but he yet
wanteth that experience which is needful to make him know
the mischief of church divisions. He had too much expe-
rience himself, of the evil of profaneness before his conver-
sion ; but he hath not tried the evil of schism ; and without
some sad experience of its fruits, in himself or others, he will

hardly know it as it should be known : because itis the cus-

tom of some malignant enemies of godliness, to call the god-

ly heretics, schismatics, factious sectaries, &c. therefore the

very names do come into credit with him; and he thinks

there are no such persons in the world, or that there is no

danger of any such crimes, till he be taught by sad experi-

ence, that the professors of sincerity are in as much danger
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on that side as on the other; and that the church, as well as
Christ, doth suffer between two thieves, the profane and the
dividers. Paul was unjustly called the ringleader of a sect,
Acts xxiv. 5.), and Christlanity called a heresy and a sect,
every where spoken against; Actsxxviii.22. xxiv.14. But
forall that, heresy is a fruit of the flesh, (Gal.v.20.) and some
of them called damnable ; (2 Pet.ii. 1.) and they are the tri-
al of the church, to diﬁ'erence the approved members from
the chaff; 1 Cor.xi.19. And an obstinate heretic is to be
avoided by true believers ; Titusiii. 10. And the Pharisees
and Sadducees are well reputed to be several sects ; Actsv.
17. xv.5. xxvi.5. And dividers and divisions are justly
branded as aforesaid. There must be no schism in the body
of Christ ; 1Cor.xii.25. The following of selected teach-
ers, in a way of division from the rest, or opposition to
them, doth shew, that men are carnal in too great a measure,
though it be not in predominancy, as in the profane. * And
I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but
as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ. 1have fed you with
milk, and not with meat; for hitherto ye were not able to
bear it, neither yet now are ye able, for ye are yet carnal.
For whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and di-
visions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For while
‘one saith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye
not carnal?” 2 Cor.iii. 1—3. How much more when he
thatis for Paul doth censure and rail at Cephas and Apollos?
He that hath seen the course of men professing godliness in
England in this age, may easily and sadly know how prone
weak Christians are to unjust separations and divisions, and
what are the effects. He that had heard many zealous in
prayer, and other duties, and the next year see them turning
Quakers, and railing in the open congregations at the most
able holy, self-denying ministers of Christ,and attheirflocks,
with a ¢ Come down thou deceiver, thou hireling, thou wolf,
ye are all greedy dogs,’ &c.and shall see how yet poorsouls
run into that reviling, and irrational sect (to say nothing of
all other sects among us,) will no longer doubt whether the
weak be inclined to schism, but will rather lament the dan-
gerousness of their station ; and know that all is not done
when a sinner is converted from an ungodly state. Study
the reason of those three texts ; Ephes. iv. 13—16. « For the
edifying the bodv of Christ, .till‘We all come in the unity of
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the faith, and of the knowledge of the 8on of God, unto.a
perfect man ; and the measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ, so that we henceforth be no mere children; tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they
lie in wait to deceive ; but speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things, which is the head; even
Christ; from whom the whole body ﬁtly joined together and
compacted, by that which every joint supplieth, according
to the effectual working in the measure of every part, mak-
eth increase of the body, to the edifying of itself in love.,”
Here you see the children are apt to be carried into divid-
ing parties. And that they are more apt to be proud, and
that way to miscarry, see 1Tim.iii. 6. Nota novice (or
raw young Christian) lest being lifted np with pride, he fall
into the condemnation of the devil,” and then.followeth the
effect, Acts xx.30. “ Also of your ownselves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”
I would not have you groundlessly accuse. any Christian
with a charge of pride; but I musttell youthat the childish
pride of apparel is a petty business, in comparison of that
pride which many in sordid attire have manifested, who in
their ignorance do rage and foam out words of falsehood
and reproach against Christ’s ministers and servants, as if
they were fools or impious in comparison of them, speaking
evil of that which they never understood. The lifting up
the heart above the people of the Lord, in the pride of sup-
posed holiness, is incomparably. worse than pride of learn-
ing, honour, greatness, wit, or wealth. Nay, it hath often
been to me a matter of wonder to observe how little all those
plain and urgent texts of Scripture, which cry down division,
do work upon many of the younger Christians, who yet are
as quickly touched as any, with a text that speaketh against
profaneness and lukewarmness. In a word, they are often
of the temper of James and John, when they would fain have
had Christ revenged himself on his opposers by fire from
heaven; ‘ They know not what manner of spirit they are
of;” Lukeix.56.. They think verily that it is a holy zeal
for God, when it is the boiling of passion, pride, and selfish-
ness. They feel not the sense of such words as Christ’s,
“ 1 pray also for them who shall believe on me; through
their word, that they all may be one, .as thou Father art in
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me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me;” &c. John xvii.
20—24.

3. And as for the seennng Clmstlan, in thxs they are rof
several sorts. When their carnal interest lieth in compli-
ance with the major part and stronger. side, then no men do
more cry up unity and obedience.. What a noise do many
thousand Papist prelates, Jesuits, and friars make with these
two words throughout the world. Unity and obedience (un=
to them upun their terms) do signify principally their worldly
greatness, wealth, and power. But if the hypocrite be en-
gaged in point of honour, er other carnal interest on the suf-
fering side, or be out of hope of any advantage; in the com-
mon road, then no man is so much for separation and singu-
larity as he. For he must needs be noted for somebody in
the world, and this is the chief way that he findeth to ac-
complish it.. And so being “ lifted up with pride, he falleth
into. the condemnation of the devil,” and becomes a fire-
brand in the church. )

LIIL 1. A Christian mdeed is.not only zealous for the
unity and concord of believers, but he secketh it on the right
terms, and in the way that is fittest to attain it.. Unity,
peace, and concord, are like piety and honesty, things so
unquestionably good, that there are scdarce any men of rea-
son and commen sobriety, that ever were heard to oppose
them directly and for themselves : and therefore all that are
enemies to. them are yet pretenders to them; and oppose
them. 1. In their causes only. 2. Or covertly, and under
some other name. Every man would have unity, concord,
and peace in his own way, and upon his own terms. Bat if
the right terms had been understood and c¢onsented to as
sufficient, the Christian world had not lain se many hundred
years in the sin, and shame, and ruins as it hath done. - And
the cause of all is,that Christians indeed, that have clear, con~
firmed judgments, and strength of grace, are very fow ; and
for number and strength, unable to persuade or overrule the
weak, the passionate, and the false-hearted, worldly, bypo-
critical multitude ; who bear down all the counsels and en-
deavours of the wise.

. The  judicious, faithful Chnstmn knoweth that there
are three degrees or sorts of Christian communion, which
have their several terms. 1. The universal church commu-



476 CHARACTER OF A SOUND,

nion, which all Christians as such must hold among them-
selves.  2.. Particular church communion, which those that
are conjoined for personal communion in worship, do hold
under the same pastors and among themselves. - 3. The ex-
traordinary intimate communion that some Christians hold
together, who are bosom friends, or are especially able and
fit to be helpful and comfortable to each other.

. - The last concerneth not our present business; we must
hold church communion with many that are unfit to be our
bosom friends, and that have no eminency. of parts or piety,
or any strong persuading evidence of sincerity. But the
terms of catholic communion he knoweth are such as these.
1. They must be such as were the terms of church commu-
nion in the days of the apostles. 2. They must be such as
are plainly and certainly expressed in the holy. Scriptures.
3. And such as the universal church hath in some ages
since been actually agreed in. 4. And those points are most
likely to be such, which all the differing parties of Chris-
tians are agreed in, as necessary to communion to this day,
(so we call not those Christians that deny the essentials of
Chrigtianity). 5. Every man in the former ages of the
church, was admitted to this catholic church communion,
who in the baptismal vow or covenant, gave up himself to
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as his Creator, Re-
deemer, and Sanctifier ; his Owner, Governor, and Father,
renouncing the flesh, the world, and the devil. And more
particularly, as man hath an understanding, a will, and an
executive power, which must. all be sanctified to God, so the
creed was the particular rule for the ‘ credenda’ or things to
be believed, and the Lord’s prayer for the ‘ petenda’ or things
to_be willed, loved, and desired, and the ten commandments
for the < agenda,’ or things to be done ; so that to consent to
these rules particularly, and to all the holy Scriptures im-
plicitly and. generally, was the thing then required to catho-
lic communion. The belief of the doctrine being necessary
for the sanctifying of the heart and life, the belief of so
much  is of necessity, without which the heart cannot be
sanctified, or devoted in covenant to God, our Creator, Re~.
deemer, and Regenerator ; and without which we cannotlove
God (as reconciled to us in Christ) above all, and our neigh-
bours as ourselves. Sothat, in a word, he that can tell what
the baptlsmal vow or covenant is, can tell what is necessary
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to that catholic church communion, which belongeth to
Christians as Christians, at how greata distance soever they
dwell from one another.

And then for particular church communion, which 1slo-
cal and personal, it is moreover necessary, 1. That each
member acknowledge and submit to the same pastors. 2.
That they be guided by them in the convenient circumstan-
ces and adjuncts of worship. For if some persons will not .
consent or submit to the same pastors that the body
of the church consenteth and submitteth to, they can-
not have communion particularly and locally with that
church, nor are they members of it, no more than they can
be members of the same kingdom that have not the same
king. And there being no solemn worship performed but
by the ministry of those pastors, they cannot join in the
worship that join not with the minister. And if some mem-
bers will not consent and submit to the necessary determi-
nation of the adjuncts or external modes of worship, they
cannot join in local, particular church communion where
that worship is performed. As if the pastor and the body
of the church will meet in such a place, at such a day and
hour, and some members will not meet with them at that
place, and day, and hour, they cannot possibly then have
their local, personal communion. Or if the pastor will use
such a translation of the Scriptures, orsuch a version of the
Psalms, or such a method in preaching and prayer, or such
notes or books, and other like helps ; if any members will
not submit, nor hold communion with the rest, unless that
translation, or vergion, or method of preaching or praymg,‘
or notes or books be laid aside, he cannot have communion
while he refuseth it. If the pastor, and all the rest will not
yield to him, he must join with some other church that he
can agree with. ~ And as long as the catholic. church com-
munion is maintained (which consisteth in unity, of the
Christian covenant, or of Christianity, or of faith, love, and
obedience), the difference of modes and circumstances be-
tween particular churches, must be allowed without any
breach.of charity, or without disowning one another. And
he that cannot be a member of one paiticular church, may
quietly join himself to:another, without condemning that
which he dissenteth from; so far as to hinder his catholic
communion with ‘it, (even as-among the papists, men may
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be of which order or of religious persons they best like, as
long as they submit to their general government). And hete
the strong, judicious Christian for his part, will never be
guilty of church divisions. For, 1. ‘He will make nothing
necessary to chureh commuaion, which any sober, pious,
peaceable minds shall have'any just reason to except against,
or which -may not well: be manifested to be for the edifica-
tion of the church. 2. And he will bear with the weak dis»
senters so far as will stand with the peaee and welfare of the
church. ‘- 3. And he will particularly giveleave to such weak
ones as cannot yet hold communion with him, being peace:
able, and not promoting hetesy, ungodliness; or sedition, to
join to another chureh where they ean hold commurnion with
peace to their own consciences ; as-long as they tontinué
their foresaid catholic communion. - For the strong know
that they must not only bear with, but bear the “.infirmities
of the weak, and not to pleage'themselves, -but every one-of
them to please his-neighbourfor good to- edification.: ‘For
even Christ pleased 'not himself.”” And: so-they will “ »e
ceive ome another; as Ghrist also received us to tie glery of
Giod; not despising the weak, nor rejecting them that God
reoeiveth ;” Rom.xv.1—3. 7. xiv. 1<#4::17,18.- And thus
you may see how.easy a matter it were to-uniteé and recon-
cile allthe Christian world, if the principles of the judiei-
ous, confirmed Christian might be received-and prevail ; and
that it is-not he that is the- cause of the abumdance of sin
and calamity whick' divisions have daused, and continwed in
the chuich. ' But that which mow seemeth an impossible
thing,- may quickly and ‘easily beaccomplished if -all were
- swehashe. And that the difficalty of reconciling and unit>
ing Christians; liethh mot fivet ‘in finding out the terms, but
in making men fit to receive dnd practise the terms from the
_ beginning received by the churches. - This is Lirinensis’s
‘ Qued semper; ubique ; et ab omnibus receptum est::''swp-
posing still that the magistrate 'be submitted to by every
soul, even as he- is" the «keeper of bo& tables Rom xdl
1-=3. - .

- 2. But the weak Chnstlan is too easﬂy tempted to be
the divider of. the church, by expeeting that it-be wunited
upoen - his impossible or unrighteous terms. Sometimies he
will be-orthodox overmuch, or rather wise in his owni cons
ceit (Rom. xii.:}6.),-and them none are judged fit for his .com~
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munion that be not of his opinion, in controverted doctri-
nals, (e. g. predestination, the manner of the work of grace,
freewill, perseverance, and abundance such). Sometimes
he will be righteous overmuch, or.(to speak more properly)
superstitious ; and. then none are fit for his communion that
worship not God in that method and manner for eircum-
stantials, which he esteemed best. -And his charity is o
weak, that it freeth him not from thinkiag evil (1 Cor. xiii.),
and so narrow, that it covereth not either many or great in-
firmities. The more need he hath of the forbearanee and
charity of others, the less can he bear or forbear others him-
self. The strong Christian must bear the infirmities- of -the
weak ; but. the weak Christian can searce bear with the
weak or strong. Nay, heis oft too impatient with some of
their virtues -and duties, -as well as with- their infirmities,
He is of too private a spirit, and too insensible of the pub-
lic interest of the church of Christ. And therefore he must
have all - the world come over o0 him, and be conformed to
his opinion and party,and unite upen his mistaken, narrow
terms, if they will have communion with him, -.I mean;itis
thus with him, when: the temptation on that side prevaileth/
And sometimes he is overcome with the temptation of de-
mination, to make his judgment a rule to others ; and then
he quite overvalueth his own understanding, and will needs
be judge of all the controversies in the church ; and taketh
it as unsufferable, if wiser and better men .do 'not take him
as infallible, and inevery thiag obsersve his will. .- And when
hig. brethren. give him the reason of their dissent, as hisjudg-
ment is notclear evough to understand them, so his passioft
and- partiality are too-strong to suffer his judgment to do
its pant. : ‘And -thus ofténtimes he is a’greater hindrance to
the church’s unity, then theienemies’ of ‘the church them-~
‘selves,. Forhe hath not judgment enough to guide him the
right way, ‘and yet’he hath'so- much zeal as- wxlb not auﬂ'er
hun to keep his errbfs to him: : v~

. 8. Andiall these distemipers that are but ina lower de-
gree inthe weak hristisn, are predominant in thehypo-
crite. The church shall have nb concerd or peace if he can
hander it, but what is censistent with-his carnal interest, his
henour, ar wealtk; or dignity in the world.. The pride and
covetousness which rule himself, he 'would: have to niake the
terms of ' concérd;, and to'rule all ‘others. It'is hypocrites
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in thé church that are the greatest cause of discord and di-
visions, having selfish spirits, principles, and ends, and hav-
ing always a work of their own to do, which suits not well
with the work of Christ; and yet Christ’s work must be
subjected to it, and ordered, and overruled by it. And
while they pretend to go to the Scriptures, or to councils or
fathers for their reasons, indeed they go first for them to
their worldly interest; and then would fain hire or press
the Scripture, church, or fathers to serve their turn, and
come in as witnesses on their side. And thus the church,
as well as Christ, is betrayed by the covetous Judases of his
own family. And the servants of the world, the flesh, and

“the devil, that take up the livery of Christ, and usurp the

name and honour of Christian, do more effectually hinder
the concord and prosperity of the church, than any open
enemies do. And those that are indeed no Christians, do
cause Christianity to be reproached ; even as sples and trai-
tors that are hired by the enemy to take up arms in the ar-
my which they fight against, that they may betray it by
their fraud, and do more harm to it by raising mutinies, and
by false conduct, than a multitude of professed enemies
could have done. It is proud, and worldly, carnal hypo-
crites, that hinder most the concord of believers.

LIV. 1. A confirmed Christian is of a peaceable spirit.
He is not masterly, domineering, turbulent, hurtful, cruel,
seditious, factious, or contentious. He is like ripened fruits
that are mellow and sweet, when the younger, greener fruits
are sour and harsh. He is not wise in his own - conceit,
(Rom. xii. 16.), and therefore not over-urgent in obtruding
his conceits on others, not quarrelsome with all that cannot
entertam them, nor will he easily lay men’s salvation or
damnation, no, nor the church’s peace upon them. He is
“ kindly affectioned to others with brotherly love, yea, lov-
eth his neighbour as himself;” ver.10.. xiii.9,10. And
therefore he doth to others as he would they should do to
him ; and uses them as he would be used by them. -And
then how far they are like to suffer by him, you may easily
Judge ‘For ““ Love worketh no ill to his neighbour ;”. ver.
10. He is above the ‘portion of the worldhng, and a con-
temner of that vanity which carnal men account their felici-
ty ; and therefore he preferreth love and quietness before it,
and can lose his right when the interest of love and peace
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requireth it. He is become as a little child in his conver-
sion (Matt. xviii. 3.), and is low and little in his own eyes,
and therefore contendeth not for superiority or preemi-
nence, either in place or power, or reputation of his learning,
wisdom, or piety ; but “ in honour preferreth others” before
himself;” Rom.xii.10. ‘ He mindeth not high things, but
condescendeth to men of low estate ;” Rom. xii. 16. And
therefore will not contend for estimation and precedency,
nor scramble to be highest,. though he rise by the ruins of
men’s bodies and souls. ** If it be possible as much as lieth
in him, he will live peaceably with all men;” ver.18. For
he is not one that by word or deed will avenge himself ; but
when the wrath of others is up like a blustering storm, he.
giveth place to it, he boweth before it, or goeth out of the
way. * Ifhis enemy hunger, he feedeth him ; if he thirst,
he giveth him drink ;” ver. 19. when oppressors would de-:
prive not only an enemy, but the righteous of their meat
and drink : and thus he melteth his hardened enemies by
heaping kindness upon them when they are wrathful, and
proud, and contentious, and do him wrong, or use provok-
ing words against him, he is not overcome of their evil to
imitate them, but he overcometh their evil with his good;
ver. 20,21. If God hath given him more knowledge and
abilities than others, he doth not presently set up himselfto
be admired for it, nor speak disdainfully or contemptuously
of those that are not of his mind. But he sheweth the emi-
nency ofhis wisdom, * with meekness by the works of a good
conversation,” and by doing better than the unwiser do;
Jamesiii. 1—13. He is enduwed with the “ wisdom from
above, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be:
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality”
(or wavering in persecution, as Dr. Hammond renders it),
and without hypocrisy, And thus the “fruit of righteous-
ness is sown in peace of them that make peace ;” James iii.
17,18. As he is “ taught of God to love his brother;”
1 Thess.iv.9. So. that same teaching with experience of
the effects assureth him, that they that pretend to be wiser
and better than others, when “ they have bitter, envious zeal
and strife in their hearts, they vainly glory and lie against the
truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is
earthly, sensual and devilish. For where envying and strife
'VOL. VH}. 1
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is, there is confusion and every evil work ;” Jamesiii. 14,
15,16. (Read but the story of the Jewish zealots in Jose-
phus, and the heretical zealots in all ages of the church, and
you will perceive the truth of this.) When such quarrelsome
spirits are filling the church with contentions, or vexations
about their meats and drinks, and days, &c. the Christian
indeed understandeth that * the kingdom of God consisteth’
not of such things as these,  but in right eousness and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost; and he that in these things
serveth Christ, is acceptable to God, and approveth of (wise
and sober) men. Therefore he followeth after things which
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify ano-
ther: and will not for meats, &c. destroy the work of
God ;” Rom. xiv.17—20. He stayeth not till peace be of-
fered him, or brought home to him, but ¢ he followeth peace
. with all men, as well as holiness ;” Heb. xii. 14. Ifit fly
from him, he pursueth it ; if it be denied him he seeketh it,
and will not refuse to stoop to the poorest for it, and to beg
it of his inferiors, if it were upon his knees, rather than be
denied it, and live an unpeaceable, disquiet life; Psalm
xxxiv. 14. For he believeth that * blessed are the peace:
makers, for they shall be called the children of God ;> Matt.
v.9. S
2. And the weak Christian hath the same spirit, and
therefore the love of peace is most predominant in him.
But, alas, he is too easily tempted into religious passions,
discontents, contentious disputations, quarrelsome and op-
probrious words; and his judgment lamentably darkened
and perverted,” whenever contentious zeal prevaileth, and
passions do perturb the quiet and orderly operations of ‘the
soul. He wanteth both the knowledge and the experience,
and the mellowness of spirit, which riper Christians have
" attained ; he hath a less degree of charity, and is less ac-
quainted with the mischiefs of unpeaceableness ; and there-
fore it is the common course of young. professors, to be ea-
sily tempted into unpeaceable ways; and when they have
long tried them (if they prove not hypocrites) to come off at
last upon experience of the evils of them ; and so the young
Christians, conjunct with some hypocrites, make up the
rigorous, fierce, contentious and vexatious party ; and the
aged, ripe Christians make up the holy, moderate, healing
party, that groan and pray for the church’st peace, and
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mourn in secret both for the ungodliness and violence which
they cannot heal. Yea, the difference is much apparent, in
the books and sermons which each of them is best pleased
with. The ripe, experienced Christian loveth those sermons
that kindle love, and tend to peace; and love such healing
books as do narrow differences and tend to reconcile and
heal ; such as Bishop Hall’s Peace-maker, and ‘* Pax terris,”
and all his writings ; and Bishop ‘Davenant’s, Bishop Mor-
ton’s, and Bishop Hall’s “Pacificatory Epistles to Durzus,”
and “Mr. Burroughs’ Irenicon,” Ludov. Crotius, Amyraldus,
Junius, Pareus’s and many other Irenicons written by fo-
reign divines, to say nothing that are upon single contro-
versies. But the younger, sour, uncharitable Christians are
better pleased with such books and sermons, as call them
aloud to be very zealous for this or that contested point of
doctrine, or for or against some circumstance of worship or
church discipline, orabout some fashions, or customs, or,in-
different things, as if the kingdom of God were in them :
Rom. xiv. 1,2. 15, 16.

3. But the seeming Christian, is either a mere tempori-
zer, that will be of that religion, whatever it be, that is most
in fashion, or which the higher powers are of, or which will
cost him least : or else he will run into the other extreme,
and lift up himself by affected singularities, and by making
a bustle and stir in the world, about some small and contro-
verted point : and careth not to sacrifice the peace and safe-
ty of the church, to the honour of his own opinions. And
as small as the Christian church is, he must be of a smaller
society than it, that he may be sure to be amongst the best
while indeed he hath no sincerity at all, but placeth his hopes
in being of the right church, or party, or opinion: and for
his party or church, he burneth with a feverish kind of zeal,
and is ready to call for fire from heaven; and to decelve
him, the devil sendeth him some from hell, to consume them
that are not of his mind : yet doth he bring it as an angel of
light, to defend the trath and church of Christ. And in-
deed, when the devil will be the defender of truth, or of the
church, or of peace, or order, or piety, he doth it with the
most burning zeal : you may know him by the means he
useth. He defendeth the church, by forbidding the people
to read the Scriptures in a known tongue, and by imprison-
ing and burning the soundest and holiest members of it, and

s
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abusing the most learned faithful pastors; and defendeth
the flock by casting out the shepherds, and such like means,
as the murders of the Waldenses, and the massacres of
France and Ireland, and the Spanish Inquisition, and queen
Mary’s bonfires, and the powder-plot; yea, and the Mun-
ster, and the English rage and phrenzies, may give you ful-
ler notice of. He that hath no holiness, nor charity to be
zealous for, will be zealous for his church, or sect, or cus-
toms, or opinions ; and then this zeal must be the evidence
ofhis piety.. And so the inquisitors have thought they have
religiously served God, by murdering his servants; and it is
the badge of their honour to be the devil’s hangmen, to ex-
ecute his malice on the members of Christ ; and all this is
done in zeal for religion by irreligious hypocrites. Thereis
no standing before the malicious zeal of a graceless Phari-
_ see, when it riseth up for his carnal interest, or the honour,
and traditions, and customs of his sect ; (Luke vi. 7.) “ And
they were filled with madness, and communed with one ano-
ther what they might do to Jesus;” Luke iv. 28. Acts v.17.
xiii. 45. John xvi. 2. Rom. x.2. Phil. iii. 6. Acts xxvi.
10, 11. The zeal of a true Christian consumeth himself with
grief to see the madness of the wicked ; but the zeal of the
hypocrite consumeth others, that by the light of the fire his
religiousness may be seen. You may see the Christian’s
fervent love to God, by the fervent flames which he can suf-
fer for his sake: and you may see the fervent love of the
hypocrite, by the flames which he kindleth for others. By
these he crieth with Jehu, * Come and see my zeal for the
Lord ;” 2 Kings x. 16. 2 Sam. xxi. 2.

LV. 1. A Christian indeed, is one that most highly es-
teemeth and regardeth the interest of God and men’s salva-
tion in the world, and taketh all things else to be inconside-
rable in comparison of these. The interest of great men,
and nobles, and commanders ; yea, and his own in corporal
respects, as riches, honour, health and life, he taketh to be
things unworthy to be named, in competition with the inte-
rest of Christ and souls. The thing that his heart is most
set upon in the world is, that God be glorified, and that the
world acknowledge him their King, and that his laws be
obeyed, and that darkness, infidelity and ungodliness may
be cast out ; and that pride and worldliness, and fleshly
-lusts, may not hurry the miserable world unto perdmon It
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is one of the saddest and most amazing thoughts that ever
entereth into his heart, to consider how much of the world
is overwhelmed in ignorance and wickedness, and how great
the kingdom of the devil is, in comparison with the kingdom
of Christ; that God should forsake so much of his creation ;
that Christianity should not be owned in above the sixth
part of the world ; and popish pride and ignorance, with the
corruptions of many other sects, and the worldly, carnal
minds of hypocrites, should rob Christ of so much of this
little part, and leave him so small a flock of holy ones, that
must possess the kingdom. His soul consenteth to the
method of the Lord’s prayer, as prescribing us the order of
our desires. And in his prayers he seeketh first, (in order
of estimation and intention,) the hallowing of God’s name,
and the coming of his kingdom, and the doing of his will on
earth as it is done in heaven ; before his daily bread, or the
pardon of his sins, or the deliverance of his soul from temp-
. tations and the evil one. Mark him in his prayers, and you
shall find that he is above other men, taken up in earnest
petitions for the conversion of the heathen and infidel
world, and the undeceiving of Mahometans, Jews, and he-
retics, and the clearing of the church from those papal .
tyrannies, and fopperies and corruptions, which make Chris-
tianity hateful or contemptihle, in the eyes of the heathen
and Mahometan world, and hinder their conversion. No
man so much lamenteth the pride and covetousness, and
laziness and unfaithfulness of the pastors of the church:
because of the doleful consequents to the Gospel and the
souls of men, and yet with all possible honour to the sacred
office, which they thus profane. No man so heartily la-
menteth the contentions and divisions among Christians,
and the doleful destruction of charity thereby. It grieveth
him to see how much selfishness, pride, and malice, prevai]
with them that should shine as lights in a benighted
world, and how obstinate and incurable they seem to be,
against the plainest means, and humblest motions, for the
church’s edification and peace; Psal. cxx. 6, 7. cxxii.
6. Phil.ii. 1—4. Psal. cxix. 136. Zeph. iii. 18. Eazek,
ix. 4. Psal. lxix. 9. John ii. 17. He envieth not
kings and great men their dominions, wealth or pleasure;
nor is he at all ambitious in their tremendous exaltation.
But the thing that his heart is set upon is, * that the king-
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doms of this world may all become the kingdoms of the
Lord ; Rev. xi. 15; and that the Gospel may every where
“have free course and be glorified,” and the preachers of it
be encouraged, or at least * be delivered from unreasonable,
wicked men ;” 2 Thess. iii. 1, 2. Little careth he who is up-
permost or conquereth in the world, or who goeth away
with the preferments or riches of the earth (supposing that
he fail not of his duty to his rulers) so that it may go well
with the affairs of the Gospel, and souls be but helped in
the way to heaven. Let God be honoured, and souls con-
verted and edified, and he is satisfied. This is it that mak-
eth the times good in his account; he thinketh not as the
proud and carnal church of Rome, that the times are best
when the clergy are richest and greatest in the world, and
overtop princes, and claim the secular power, and live in

worldly pomp and pleasures; but when holiness most
aboundeth, and the members of Christ are likest to their
head, and when multitudes of sincere believers are daily
added to the church, and when the mercy and holiness of
God shine forth in the numbers and purity of the saints. It
is no riches or honour that can be heaped upon himself, or
any others, that make the times seem good to him, if know-
ledge and godliness are discountenanced and hindered, and
the way to heaven is made more difficult ; if atheism, infide-

lity, ungodliness, pride and malignit do prevail, and truth
and sincerity are driven into the dark ; and when ¢ he that

departeth from evil maketh himself a prey.” Psal. lix. 15.
When “the godly man ceaseth and the faithful fail from
among the children of men; when every man speaketh va-
nity to his neighbour, and the poor are oppressed, and the
needy sigh, and the wicked walk on every side when the
vilest men are exalted.” Psal. xii. 1, 2. 5. 8. The times are
good when the men are good ; and evil when the men are
evil, be they never so great or prosperous. As Nehemiah,
when he was cup-bearer to the king himself, yet wept and
mourned for the desolations of Jerusalem ; Nehem. i. 3, 4.
ii. 2, 3. Whoever prospereth, the times are ill when
there is a  famine of the word of the Lord, and when the
chief of the priests and people do transgress and mock
God’s messenyers, and despise his word, and misuse his
prophets ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14. 16. Amos viii. 11, 12. When
the apostles are ‘“ charged to speak no more in the name of
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Christ; Actsiv.18, v.40. It is a text enough to make
one tremble, to think into what a desperate condition the
Jews were carried by a partial, selfish zeal; ““ who both kil-
led the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have per-
secuted us, and they please not God, and are contrary to
all men; forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles. that they
might be saved,-to fill up their sin alway, for the wrath is
come upon them to the uttermost.” 1 Thess.ii.15.16. When
the interest of themselves and their own nation and priest-
hood, did so far blind and pervert them, that they durst per-
secute the preachers of the Gospel, and ‘forbid them to
speak to the people that they may be saved ;” it was a sign
that ‘“ wrath was come upon them to the uttermost.” A’
Christian indeed had rather be without Jeroboam’s kingdom,
than ‘make Israel to sin,” and ‘make the basest of the people
priests,” and ‘ stretch out his hand against the prophet of the
Lord :* 1 Kings, xii. 30, 31. xiii. 4. He had rather la-
bour with his hands, as Paul, and live in poverty and rags,
8o that the Gospel may be powerfully and plentifully preach-
ed, and holiness abound, than to live in all the prosperity of
the world, with the hindrance of men’s salvation. He had
rather be a door-keeper in the house of God, than be a lord
in the. kingdom of satan. He cannot rise by the ruins of
the church, nor feed upon those morsels that are the price of
the blood of souls.

- 2. And the weakest Christian is in all this of the same
mind, saving that private and selfish interest is not so fully
overcome, nor so easily and resolutely denied ; Luke xiv,
26. 33.

" 3. But here the hypocrite sheweth the falseness of his
heart. His own interest is it that chooseth his religion ;
and that he may not torment himself, by being wicked in
the open light, he maketh himself believe, that whatsoever
is most for his own interest, is most pleasing unto God, and
most for the good of souls and the interest of the Gospel ;
so that the carnal Romish clergy can persuade their consci-
ences, that all the darkness and superstitions of their king-
dom, and all the opposition of the light of the Gospel of
Christ, do make for the honour of God and the good of
souls ; because they uphold their tyranny, wealth, and pomp,
and pleasure. Or if they cannot persuade their consciences
to believe so gross a lie, let church and souls speed how
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they will, they will favour nothing that favoureth not their
interest and ends. And the interest of the flesh and Spirit,
and of the world and Christ, are so repugnant, that com-
monly such worldlings take the serious practice of godli-
ness for the most hateful thing, and the serious practisers
of it for the most insufferable persons; Acts vii. 67. xxi.
36. xxii, 22. xxiv. 5, 6. John xix. 15. The enmity of
interests, with the enmity of nature, between the woman’s
and the serpent’s seed, will maintain that warfare to the
end of the world; in which the prince of the powers of
darkness shall seem to prevail (as he did against our cruci-
fied Lord) : but he shall be overcome by his own successes,
and the just shall conquer by patience, when they seem
most conquered. The name, and form, and image of reli-
gion, the carnal hypocrite doth not only bear, but favour,
and himself accept ; but the life and serious practice he ab-
horreth, as inconsistent with his worldly interest and ends.
For these he can find in his heart, with Ahab, 'to hate and
imprison Micaiah, and prefer his four hundred flattering
prophets; 1 Kings xxii. 6. 8. 24. 27, If Luther will toueh
the pope’s crown and the friars’ bellies, they will not scru-
ple to oppose and ruin, both him and all such preachers in °
the world, if they were able: John xi. 48, 50. Acts v. 28.
LVI. 1. A Christian indeed, is one whose holiness usu-
ally maketh him an eyesore to the ungodly world ; and his
charity and peaceableness, and moderation, maketh him to
be censured as not strict enough, by the superstitious and
dividing sects of Christians. For seeing the church hath
suffered between these two sorts of opposers, ever since the
suffering of Christ himself ; it cannot be but the solid Chris-
tian offend them both, because he hath that which both dis-
like. All the ungodly hate him for his holiness, which is
cross to their interest and way; and all the dividers will
censure him for that universal charity and moderation, which
is against their factious and destroying zeal (described,
Jamesiii). Even Christ himself was not strict enough (in su-
perstitious observances) for the ceremonious, zealous Phari-
sees, He transgressed, with his disciples, the tradition of
the elders, in neglecting their observances, who transgressed
the commandment of God by their tradition ; Matt. xv. 2,3.

He was not: strict enough in their uncharitable observation
of the sabbath-day ; Matt. xii. 2. John, who was eminent
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.for fasting, they said, had a devil. ~ “ The Son of man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘behold a man glut:
tonous, and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.’
But wisdom is justified of her children ;” Matt. xi. 18, 19
And the weak Christians; Rom. xiv. 1—3. did censure
those that did eat those meats and do those things, which
they conceived to be unlawful. They that err themselves,
and make God a service which he never appointed, will cen-
sure all as lukewarm, or temporizers, or wide-conscienced
men, that err not with them, and place not their religion in
such superstitious observances, as “touch not, taste not,
handle not,” &c. Col. ii. 18. 21—23. And the raw, cen-
sorious Christians are offended with the charitable Christi-
an, because he damneth not as many and as readily as they,
and shutteth not enough out of the number of believers, and
judgeth not rigorously enough of their ways. Inaword, he
is taken by one sort to be too strict, and by the other to be
too compliant or indifferent in religion ; because he placeth
not the kingdom of God in meats and days, and such like
circumstances, but in ‘“ righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost ;” Rom. xiv.16—17. And as Paul withstood
Peter to the face, for drawing men to make scruple or con-
science of things lawful; Gal.ii.11—13; so is the sound
Christian withstood by the superstitious, for not making
scruple of lawful things.

2. And the weak Christian is in the same case, so long
as he followeth prudent, pious, charitable guides. But if
he be taken in the snares of superstitton, he pleaseth the su-
perstitious party, though he displease the world.

‘3. And whereas the solid Christian will not stir an inch
from truth and duty, to escape either the hatred of the wick-
ed, or the bitterest censures of the sectary, or the weak ; the
bypocrite must needs have one party on his side : for if both
condemn him, and neither applaud him, he loseth his pecu-
liar reward : Matt. vi. 2. 5.  xxiii. 5—8.

LVII. 1. The confirmed Christian doth understand the
necessity of a faithful ministry, for the safety of the weak,
(as well as the conversion of the wicked) and for the preser-
vation of the interest of religion upon earth! And there-
fore no personal unworthiness of ministers, nor any calum-
nies of enemies can make him think or speak dishonourably
of that saered office. But he reverenceth it as instituted
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by Christ ; and though he loathe the sottishness and wick-
edness of those that run before they are sent, and are utterly
insufficient or ungodly, and take it up for a living or trade
only, as they would a common work ; and are * sons of Be-
lial, that know not the Lord, and cause the offering of the
Lord to be abhorred ;” 1 Sam. ii. 2. 17. Yet no such temp-
tation shall overthrow his reverence to the office, which is
the ordinance of Christ; much less will he be unthankful to
those who are able and faithful in their office, and labour
instantly for the good of souls, as willing to spend and be
spent for their salvation. When the world abuseth and de-
rideth, and injureth them, he is one that honoureth them
both for their work and master’s sake, and the experience
which he hath had of the blessing of God on their labours
to himself. For he knoweth that the smiting of the shep-
herds, is but the devil’s aneient way for the scattering of the
flock ; though he knoweth that  if the salt hath lost its sa-
vour, it is good for nothing, neither fit for the land, nor yet
for the dunghill’; but men cast it out, and it is trodden under
foot ; (he that hath ears to hear, let him hear);” Luke xiv:
34, 35 Matt. v. 13, 14. Yet he also knoweth, that he
* that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, shalj
receive a prophet’s reward ;” Matt. x.41,42. And that,
“ he that receiveth them, receiveth Christ, and he that des-
piseth them (that are sent by him) despiseth him ;” Luke x.
16. He therefore readily obeyeth those commands, Heb.
xiii. 17. “Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub-
mit yourselves ; for they watch. for your souls as those that
must give an account ; 1 Thess. v. 12,13. We beseech you
brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are
over you - in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem
them very highly in love for their works’ sake, and beat peace
~ among yourselves ; 1 Tim. v. 17. Let- the elders that rule
well, be counted worthy of double honour ; especially they
who labour in the word and doctrine.”

9. But though the weak Christian be of the same mind
_ so far as he is sanctified, yet is he much more easily tempted
into a wrangling censoriousness against his teachers, though
they be never so able and holy men; and by seducers may
be drawn to oppose them, or speak contemptuously of them,
as the Galatians did of Paul, and some of the Corinthains ;
aecounting him as their enemy for telling them the truth
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when lately they would have plucked out then' eyes to do
him good ; Gal. iv. 15, 16.

3. But the hypocrite is most easily engaged against
them, either when they grate upon the guilt of his former
. sin, or open his hypocrisy, or plainly cross him in his carnal
interest, or else when his pride hath conquered his sobriety,
and engaged him in some sect or erroneous way, which his
teachers are against, and would reduce him from ; John vi.
66. Mark v.27. 2 Chron. xxv. 16.

LVIIIL. 1. A Christian indeed is one that hath stored up
such manifold experience of the fulfilling of God’s pro-
mises, and the hearing of prayers, and the goodness of his
holy ways, as will greatly fortify him against all temptations
to infidelity, apostasy, or distrust. No one hath stronger
temptations usually than he, and no one is so well furnished
with weapons to resist them. The arguments of most others
are fetched out of their books only ; but he hath moreover
a life of experience to confirm his faith, and so hath the
witness in himself. He hath tried and found that in God,
in holiness, in faith, in prayer, which will never suffer him
to forsake them. Yea, it is like that he hath upon record
some such wonders in the answer of prayers, s might do
much to silence an infidel himself. I am sure many Chns-
tians have had such strange appearances of the extraordinary
hand of God, that hath done much to destroy the remnants
of their own unbelief; Psal. 1xvi. 16.

2. But the experiences of the younger, weaker Christi-
ans are much shorter, and less serviceable to their faith ;
and they have not judgment enough to understand and mdke
use of the dealings of God ; but are ready to plead his pro-
vidences unto evil ends and consequences, and to take their
own passionate imaginations for the workings of the Spirit.
It is ordinary with them to say,  this or that was set upon
my heart, or spoken to me,” as if it had been some divine
inspiration, when it was nothing but the trouhled workings
of a weak distempered brain : and it is their own fancy and
heart that saith that to them, which they think the Spirit of
God within them said; Heb. v. 11—13. 2 Thess. ii. 21.
Johniv.1l. 1 Tim.iv.1l. 1Cor. xii. 10. Jer. xxiii. 28, 20.
32. xxix. 8. '

3. And the hypocrite wanteth those establishing expe-
riments of the power of the Gospel, and the hearing of pray-
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ers, and fulfilling of promises;, and communion with Christ
in the Spirit; and therefore he is the more open to the power
of temptations, and a subtle disputer will easily corrupt him
and carry him away to flat apostasy; for he wanteth the
root and witness in himself; Matt. xiii. 21,22 1 Jobnv.
10. Heb. vi.6,7;8. Luke viii. 13.

LIX. 1. A Christian indeed, is one that highly valueth
sanctified affections and passions, that all he doth may be
done as lively as possibly he can ; and also holy abilities for
expression. But he much more valueth, the three great es-
sential, constant parts of the new creature within him ; that
is; 1. A high estimation of God; and Christ, and heaven and
holiness in his understanding, above all that can be set in
any competition. 2. A resolved choice and adhesion of the
will, by which he preferreth God, and Christ, and heaven,
and holiness, ahove all that can be set against them, and is
fixedly resolved here to place his happiness and his hopes.
3. The main drift and endeavours of his life, in which he
“ seeketh first the kingdom of God and his righteousness ;
Matt. vi. 33. ix.20, 21. In these three (his highest estima-
tion, his resolved choice and complacencies, and his chief
endeavours) he taketh his standing constant evidences of his
sincerity to consist; and by these he trieth himself as ta
his state, and not by the passionate feelings or affections of
his heart ; nor by his memory, or gifts, or orderly thinking,
or expression. And it is these rational operations of his
soul, in which he knoweth that holiness doth principally
consist ; and therefore he most laboureth to be- strang in
these. 1. To ground his judgment well. 2. And to resolve
- and fix his will. 3. And to order his conversation aright;
Psal. 1. 23. Yet highly valuing sensible affections and gifts
of utterance, but in subserviency to those which are the vi-
tal acts; 1 Cor. xiii. Rom. vii. 18, &c. vi. 16.22. Rom.
viii, 13, James ii. Col. i. 9. ‘iii. 16.

2. But the weak Christian usually placeth most of his
religion in the more afféctionate and expressive part : he
striveth more with his heart for passionate apprehensions,
.than for complacency and fixed resolution. He is often in
doubt of his sincerity, when he wanteth the feeling affec-
tionate workings which he desireth, &c. thinketh he hath no
more grace than that he hath sensibility of expressive gifts ;
and so as he buildeth his comfort upon these inconstant
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signs, his comforts are accordingly inconstant. Sometimes
he thinketh he hath grace, when his body or other advanta-
ges do help the excitation of his lively affections : and when
the dulness of his body, or other impediments hinder this,
he questioneth his grace again, because he undersandeth nof
aright the nature and chiefest acts of grace. -

3. The hypocrite hath neither the rational nor the pas-
sionate part in sincerity : but he may go much further in
the latter than the former. A quick and passionate nature
though unsanctified, may be brought to shed more tears,
and express more fervour than many a holy person can : es-
pecially upon the - excitation of some quickening sermons,
or some sharp affliction, or great conviction, or at the ap-
proach of death. Few of the most holy persons can con-
stantly retain so lively, fervent, passionate repentings, and
desires and resolutions to amend, as some carnal persons
have in sickness. The power of fear alone doth make them
more earnest, than love maketh many a gracious soul; but
when the fear is over, they are the same again. How oft
have I heard a sick man most vehemently profess his reso-
lutions for a holy life, which all have come to nothing af-
terward? How oft have I heard a common drunkard, with
tears, cry out against himself for his sin, and yet go onin
it? And how many gracious persons have I known whose
judgments and wills have been groundedly resolved for God
and holiness, and their lives have been holy, fruitful, and
obedient, who yet could not shed a tear for sin, nor feel any
very great ‘sorrows or joys? If you judge of a man by his
earnestness in some good moods, and not by the constant
tenor of his life, you will think many a hypocrite to be
better than most saints. Who would have thought, that had
seen him only in that fit, but that Saul had been a penitent
man, when he lift up his voice and wept, and said to David,
““Thou art more righteous than I, for thou hast rewarded
me good ; whereas I have rewarded thee evil ; 1 Sam. xxiv.
16—21. A smaller matter will raise some sudden pas-
sions, than will renew the soul, and give the preeminence.
to God, and holiness and heaven, in the judgment, will
and conversation ; Hosea vi. 4. xiii. 3. Isaiah lviii. 2.
Matt. xiii. 20.

- LX. A Christian indeed, confirmed in grace, is one that
maketh it the business of his life to prepare for death-; and
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delayeth not his serious thoughts of it, and preparations for
it till it surprise him; and therefore when it cometh it find-
eth him prepared, and he gladly entertaineth it as the mes-
senger of his father, to call him to his everlasting home. It
18 not a strange unexpected thing to him, to hear he must
die; he died daily in his daily sufferings, and mortified con-
tempt of worldly things, and in his daily expectation of his
change. He wondereth to see men at a dying time, sur-
prised with astonishment and terror, who jovially or care-
lessly neglected it before, as if they had never known' till
then that they must die. Or as if a few years time were rea-
son enough for so great a difference. For that which he
certainly knoweth will be, he looketh at as if it were even
athand ; and his preparation for it is more serious in his
health, than other men’s is on their deathbed. He useth
more carefully to bethink himself what graces he shall need
at a dying time, and in what case he shall then wish his soul
~ to be; and accordingly he laboureth in his provisions now,
evenas if it were to be to-morrow. He verily believeth that
it is incomparably ‘ better for him to be with Christ,” than
to abide on earth; and therefore, though death of itself be
an enemy, and tembleto nature, yet being the only passage
into happiness, he gladly entertaineth it. Though he have
not himself any clear apprehensions, of the place and state
of the happiness of departed souls, yet it quieteth him to
know that they * shall be with Christ,” and that Christ
knoweth all, and prepareth and secureth for him that pro-
mised rest; John xii. 26. 2 Cor.v.1.7,8. Phil. i. 21.23.
Luke xxiii. 43. Thodgh he is not free from all the natural
fears of death, yet his belief and hope of endless happingss
doth abate those fears by the joyful expectation of the gain
which followeth. See my book, called *“ The Last Enemy,
and the Last Work of a Believer;” and that of “Self-denial,”
against the fears of death.

. But especially he loveth and longeth for the coming of
Christ to judgment, as knowing that the marriage-day of the
Lamb is come, and then the desires and hopes of all believ-
ers shall be satisfied; ““ then shall the righteous shine as
gtars in the kingdom of their Father:” and the hand of vio-
lence shall not reach them. Every enemy then is overcome,
and all the Redeemer’s work is consummated, and the king-
dom delivered up unto the Father. Then shall the ungodly
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and the unmerciful be confounded, and the righteous filled
with everlasting joy, when the Lord shall throughly plead
their cause, and justify them against the accusations of sa-
tan, and all the lies of his malicious instruments. O blessed,

glorious, joyful day, when Christ shall come with thousands
of his angels, “ to execute vengeanee on the ungodly world,
and to be. glorified in his saints, and admired in all them
that believe ;” 2 Thess. i. 8—10. When the patient fol-
lowers of the Lamb shall behold him in glory, whom they
have believed in, and shall see that they did not pray, or
hope, or wait in vain! When Christ himself and his sacred
truth, shall be Justlﬁed and glorified in the presence of the
world, and his enemies mouths for ever stopped. * When
he shall convince all that are ungodly, of all their ungodly
deeds, which they have ungodly committed, and of all their
hard speeches, which ungodly sinners have spoken against
him;” Judel4, 15. Where then isthe mouth that pleadeth
the cause of infidelity and impiety ? and reproached the se-
rious holiness of believers ? and made a jest of the judg-
ments of the Lord? Then what terrors and confusion, and
shame, what fruitless repentings will seize upon that man,
that set himself agamst the holy ones of the Lord, and knew
not the day of his visitation, and embraced the image and
form of godliness, while he abhorred the power. The joys
which will then possess the hearts of the justified, will be
such as now no heart can comprehend. When love shall
come to be glorified in the highest expression, to those that
lately were so low; when all their doubts, and fears, and
* sorrows, shall be turned into full contenting sight, and all
tears shall be wiped away, and all reproaches turned into
glory, and every enemy overcome, and sin destroyed, and
boliness effected, and our “ vile bodies changed, and made
like the glorious body of Christ; Phil. iii. 20, 21. Col. iii.
3,4. Then will the love and work of our redemption be
fully understood. And then a saint will be a_saint indeed,
when with Christ they shall *judge the angels and the
world :” 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3 : and ghall hear from Christ, “ Come
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world ;” Matt. xxv. 34.“ Enter
ye into the joy of your Lord ;” Matt xxv. 21. Then “every
knee shall bow to Christ, and every tongue shall confess
that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father;” Phil. ii.
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2. 10, 11. Then sin will fully appear in its malignity, and
holiness in its lustre unto all. The proud will then be abas-
ed, and the mouths of all the wicked stopped ; when they
shall see, to their confusion, the glory of that Christ whom
they despised, and of those holy ones whom they made their
scorn. In vain will they then * knock when the door is shut,
and cry, Lord, Lord, open unto us;” Matt. xxv. 10—12.
And in vain will they then wish, ‘ O that we had known the
day of our visitation, that we might have died the death of
the righteous, and our latter end might have been as his ;*
Numb. xxii. 10. Rom.iii. 19. Job v. 16. Psal cvii. 42.
xxxi. 23. xiii. 6. 8. .

The day of death-is to true believers a day of happiness
and joy ; but it is much easier for them to think with joy on
the coming of Christ, and the day of judgment, because it
is a day of fuller joy, and soul and body shall be conjoined
in the blessedness ; and there is nothing in it to be so great
a stop to our desires as death is, which naturally is an ene-
my. God hath put a love of life, and fear of death, into the
nature of every sensible creature, as necessary for the pre-
servation of themselves and others, and the orderly govern-
ment of the world. But what is there in the blessed day of
judgment, which a justified child of God should be averse
to? O, if he were but sure that this would be the day, or
week, or year of the coming of his Lord, how glad would the |
confirmed Christian be! And with what longings would
he be looking up, to see that most desired sight.

2. And the weak Christian is so far of the same mind,
that he had rather come to God by death and judgment,
than not at all; (except when temptations make him fear
that he shall be condemned.) He hath fixedly made choice
of that felicity, which till then he cannot attain. He would
not take all the pleasures of this world for his hopes of the
happiness of that day : but yet he thinketh not of it with so
strong a faith and great consolation, nor with such boldness
and desire, as the confirmed Christian doth; but either with
much more dull security, or more perplexity and fear. His
thoughts of God and of the world to- come, are much more
dark and doubtful, and his fears of that day are usually so
great, as to make his desires and joys scarcely felt : only he
thinketh not of it with that contémpt or stupidity as the
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infidel or hardened sinner, nor with the terrors of those that.
have no God, no Christ, no hope ; (except when temptation
bringeth. him near to the borders of despair.) His death
indeed is unspeakably safer than the death of the ungodly,
and the joys which he is entering into will quickly end the
terror; but yet he hath no great comfort at the present, but
only so much trust in Christ, as keepeth his heart from sink-
ing into despair.

- 3. ‘But to the hypocrite or seeming Christian, death and
Jjudgment are the most unwelcome days, and the-thoughts of
them are the most unwelcome thoughts. He would take any
tolerable life on earth, at any time, for all his hopes of hea-
ven; and that not only through the doubts of his own sin-
cerity, (which may sometimes be the case of -a tempted
Christian,) but through the unsoundness of his belief of the
life to come, or the utter unsuitableness of his soul to such
a blessedness; which maketh him look at it as less desira-
ble. to him, than a life of fleshly ‘pleasures here. All that he
doth for heaven is upon mere necessity, because he knoweth
that die he must, and he had rather be in heaven than in
hell, though he had rather be in prosperity on earth than
either. And as he taketh heaven butas a reserve or second
good, so he seeketh it with reserves, and in the second place,
And baving no better preparations for death and judgment,
no marvel if they be his greatest terror.. He may possibly
by his self-deceit have some abatement of his fears, and he
may by pride and wit seem very valiant and comfortable at
his death, to hide his fear and pusillanimity from the world.
But the cure of all his misery is, that he sought not first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and laid not up a
treasure upon heaven, but upon earth, and loved this world
above God, and above the world to come ; and so his hgart -
is not set on heaven, nor his affections on things above;
and therefore he hath not that love to God, to Christ, to
saints, to perfect holiness, which should make that world
mast degirable in his eyes, and make him think unfeignedly
that it is best for him to depart and live with Christ for ever.
Having not the Divine nature, nor having lived the Divine
life in walking with God, his complacency and desires are
carnal, according to the nature which hehath. And this is
the frue cause, (and not only his doubts of his own sincerity,)

voL. VIII, K K .
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of his unwﬂhngness to die, or to see the day of Christ’s ap-
pearance ; Matt. vi. 33. 19—21. 1 John ii. 15. Col. iii.
1—4. Rom. viii. 5—~8. 1 Cor.ii. 13, 14.- 2 Pet.i.4.

And thus I have shewed you from the word of God, and
the nature of Christianity, the true characters of -the Con-
firmed Christian, and of the Weak Christian, and of the
Seeming Christian. :

The Uses for which I have drawn up. these characters,
and which the reader is to make of them, ave these':

1. Here the weak Christian and the hypocrite may see
what manner of persons they cught to be. Not only how. un-
safe it is to remain in a state of hypocrisy, but also how an-
comfortable, and unserviceable, and. troublesome it is, tore_-
main in a state of weakness and diseasedness ; what a folly
(and indeed a sign of hypocrisy) is it to think, ¢ If I had but
grace enough to save me, I would- desire no. more, or I
would be well content.” Are you content, if you have but
}ife here, to difference youfrom the dead? If you wese con-
tinually infants that must be fed, and carried, and made
clean by others ; or if you had a continual gout, or stone,
or leprosy, and lived in continual want and misery, you
would think that life alone is not enough; and that ‘non vi-
vere tantum sed valere vita est; that life is ancomfortable
when we have nothing but life, and all the delights. of life
are gone. He that lieth in continual pain and want is weary
of his life, if he cannot separate it from those calamities.
He that knoweth how necessary strength is, as well as life,
to do any considerable service for God, and how many pains
attend the diseases and infirmities of' the weak, and what
great dishonour cometh to Christ and religion, by the faults
and childishness of many that shall be pardoned and saved,
would certainly bestir him with all possable care to get out
of this sick or infant state.

~ 2. By this you may see who are the strong Chnstians
and who are the weak. Itis not always the man of learning

-and free expresswns, that can speak longest and most wisely
of holy things, that is the strong, confirmed Christian ; but
he that most excelleth in the love of God and man, and in
a heavenly mind, and holy life. Noris it he that is unlearn-
éd, or of a weak memory, or slow expression, that ix the
weakest Christian ; but he that hath least love to God and
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man, and the most love to his carnal self, and to the world,
and the strongest corruptions, and the weakest' grace.
Many a poor day-labourer, or woman, that can scarce speak
sense, is a stronger Christian (as being strong in faith, and
love, and patience, and humility, and mortification, and
self-denial) than many great preachers and doctors of the
church. : , ’
3. You see here what kind of men they be that we call
the godly ; and what that godliness is which we plead for,
against the malicious serpentine generation. The liars
would make men believe that by godliness we mean a few
affected strains, or hypocritical shews, or heartless lip-ser-
vice, or singular opinions, in needless scrupulosity, or igno-
rant zeal ; yea, a schism, or faction, or sedition, or rebellion,
- or what the devil please to say. If these sixty characters
describe any such thing, then I will not deny, that in the
way that such men call heresy, faction, schism, singularity,
80 worship we the God of our fathers. But if not, the Lord
rebuke thee satan, and hasten the day when'the “ lying lips
shall be put to silence ;” Psal. cxxxi. 18. cxx.2. cix. 2.
Prov. xii. 19, 22. x. 18. ' ‘ o
" . 4. By this also you may see how inexcusable the ene-
mies of Christianity and godliness are, and for what it is that
they hate and injure it. Is there any thing in all this cha-
racter of a Christian, that deserveth the suspicion or hatred
of the world? What harm is there in it? Or what will it
‘do.against them? I may say to them of his servants as
Chiist did of himself: “ Many good works have 1 shewed
you from my Father; for which of these works do ye stone
me ?” John x.32. Many heavenly graces arein the sancti-
fied believer : for which of these do you hate and injure
him? I know that goodness is so far in credit with human
‘nature, that you will answer as the Jews did : “ For a good
work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy;” ver.33. We
hate them not for godliness, but for hypocrisy and sin. But
if it be so indeed, 1. Bpeak not against godliness itself, nor
against the strictest performance of our duty. 2. Yea, plead
for godliness, and countenance and promote it, while you
speak - against hypocrisy and sin. 3. And choose out the
hypocrite whose character is here set before you; and let
him be the object of your enmity and distaste. Let it fall
on- those that are worldlings ‘and time-servers, and will
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stretch their consciences to their carnal interest, and can
do any thing to save their skin; and- bemg false to Christ,
can hardly be true to any of theu‘ supenors, but only in
‘subordination to themselves. As it is said of Constantius,
thathe commanded thatall his servants should be turned out
of their places that would not renounce Christianity.. And
when he had thereby tried them, he turned out all the apos-
‘tates, and kept in the sincere, and told them, they could not
be true to him, that were not true to their God and Saviour.
4. And see that you be not hypacrites yoursel'ves You
profess yourselves Christians ; and what is it.to be a Chris-
“tian indeed, you may here perceive. Ifany that fall under
the character of hypocrites, or worse, shall vilify or hate the
sincere Christians as hypocrites, what a hornd aggravatmn
of their hypocrisy will it be? :

Indeed it is the best and strongest Chrlstlans that have
most of the hatred both of the unbelieving and: the hypocri-
tical world.  And for my .own part I must confess, that. the
very observation of the universal implacable enmity, which
is undeniably seen throughout the world, between the wo-
man’s and the serpent’s seed (being ‘such as‘is not found
among any other sorts.of men on other occasions), doth not
alittle confirm my belief of the holy Scriptures, and: seem-
eth to be an argument not well to be answered by any ene-
my of the Christian -cause. - That it should begin between
the two first brothers that ever were born in the world, and
stop in nothing lower than shedding the righteous blood of
Abel, for no other cause, but because the works of Cain
were evil, and his brother’s righteous; 1 Johniii.12,13.
And that it should go down to the prophets, and Christ, and
the apostles, and primitive saints, and continue to this day
throughout the earth; and that the profession of the same
religion doth -not alter it, but rather enrage the enmity of
hypocrites against all that are serious and sincere in the re-
ligion which they themselves profess. . These:are things
that ne good account can be given of, save on'ly'from the
predictions and verities of the word of God. -

5. Also you may hence pereeive how exceedingly inju-
rious hypocrites and scandalous Christians; are to the name
of Christ, and cause of Christianity and godliness in the
world. The blind, malicious enemies of faith and godliness,
instead of judging them by the sacred rule, do look only to
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the professors, and think of religion as they think of them.
If they see the professors.of Christianity to be covetous,
proud, usurpers, time-servers, self-exalters, cruel, schisma-
tical, rebellious, they presently charge all this upon their’
religion; and godliness must bear the blame, when all comes
but for want of godliness and religion. . And all the world
hath not done so much against these and all other sins, as
Christ hath done. What if Christ’s disciples strive who
shall be the greatest, is it.long of him who girdeth himself
to wash and wipe their feet? and telleth them, that “.ex-
cept they be converted, and become as little childten,. they
shall net enter into the kingdom of God?” Matt. xviii. 3.
and telleth them, that though  the kings of the Gentiles do
exercise lordship over them, and they that exercise authori-
ty upon them are called benefactors, yet ye shall not be so ?”
Luke xxii.25,26. Is it long of him that hath said to the el-
ders, . Feed the flock of God which is.among you,, taking
the oversight thereof, not by constraint but willingly ; not
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords
over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock?”
Who hath set the elders such a lesson as you find in Acts
‘xx. 2 Tim. iv.1—3." 1 Tim. v.17. If any called Christians
should be truly schismatical, factious, or turbuylent, is itlong
of him that hath prayed the Father that they may all beone ?
John xvii. 21—23. and hath so vehemently entreated them
‘that they speak the same thing, and that there be no divi-
sions among them, and that they be perfectly joined toge-
ther in the same mind, and in the same judgment;” 1 Cor.
vii.10. and hath charged them to ‘“mark them that cause
divisions angd offences contrary to the doctrine which they
had learned, and to avoid them?” Rom.xvi.16,17.  If any
called Christians shall be seditious, or rebellious, or as the
- Papists believe, that the clergy are from under the jurisdic-
-tion of kings, and that the pope hath power to excommuni-
cate: princes, and absolve their subjects from theirallegiance,
and -give their dominions to others, as it is decreed in the
general council at the Lateran under Innocent the Third,
Can. 3. 1s all this long of Christ, who hath paid tribute to
Cesar, and hath commanded that every soul be subject to
the higher powers, and not resist, and this for conscience
sake? Rom. xiii. 1—3. and hath bid his disciples rather to
turn- the other cheek, than to seek revenge? Luke vi. 29,



502 - CHARACTER OF A SOUND,

and hath told them that they that use the aword (of rebel-
lion, or revenge, or cruelty) shall perish by the sword ?
John xviii. 11.  If any Christians will, under pretence of re-
ligion, set up a cruel inquisition, or kill men to convert them,
or become self-lovers, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphe-
mers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, truce-breakers, false-accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, &c. Is this long of
him that hath forbid all this? 2 Tim. iii.2-~56. Iffortheir
own domination, lust, or covetousness, men called Chris+
tians, will be worse than heathens and wolves to one ano-
ther, is this long of him that hath made it his sheep-mark,
by which we must be known to all men to be his disciples,
that”« we love one another?” John xiii. 35. and hath told
them, that if they * bite and devour one another, they shall
be devoured one of another?” (Gal.v.15.) and hath bless-
ed the merciful, as those that shall find mercy (Mait. v. 7.),
and hath told men that what they do to his little ones, shall
be taken as if it were done to himself (Matt. xxv.), and hath
commanded the * strong to bear with the infirmities of the
weak, and not to please themselves” (Rom. xv. 1.-3.), and
“ to receive one another as Christ received us” (ver,7.),and
hath told those that offend but “ one of his little. ones,” that
it * were good for that man that a millstone were hanged
about his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the
sea” (Matt. xviii. 6,), and hath told him that *“smiteth
his fellow servants, that his Lord will come in a day when
he looketh not for him, and shall cut him asunder, and
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites, where shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth;” chap.xxivi48=5bl. I
wonder what men would have Christ do, to free himself and
the Christian religion from the imputation of the sins of the
hypocrites, and the weak distempered Christians. Would
they have him yet make stricter laws (when they hate these
for being so strict already), or would they have him con-
demn sinners to more grievous punishment, when they are
already offended at the severity of his threatenings? O whas
an unrighteous generation are his enemiés that blame the
law, because men breik it, and blame religion, because ma-
ny are not religious enough. As if the sun must be hated,
because that shadows and dungeons do want light ; or life
and health must be hated, because many are sick and pain-
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‘ed by their diseases! But Christ will shortly stop all the
‘mouths of these unreasonable men ; and O how easily will
he justify himself, his laws, and all his holy ways, when all
iniquity shell be for ever silent. And though it must
needs be that offences come, yet woe to the world because
of offences, and woe to the mran by whom they come.”

The wrong that Christ receiveth from hypocrites and
scandalous Christians (of all ranks and places) is not to be
estimated. These are the causes that Christianity and god-
liness are so contemptible in the eyes of the world! that
Jews, and heathens, and Mahometans, are still unconverted
and deriders of the faith ; because they see such scandalows -
tyranny and worship among the Papists, and such scandal-
ous lives among the greatest part of professed Christians in
the world ; whereas, if the papal tyranny were turned into
the Chnstmn ministry (Luke xxii. 25—27. 1 Tim.v.17.),and
their irrational fopperies, and historical, hypocritical wor-
ship were changed into a reverent, rational, and spiritual
worship ; and the cruel, carnal, worldly lives of men called
Christians, were changed into self-denial, love, and holiness.
In a word, if Christians were Christians indeed, and suchas
I have here described from their rule, what a powerful means
would it be of the conversion of all the unbelieving world?
Christianity would then be in the eye of the world, as the
sun in its brightness, and the glory of it would dazzle the
eyes of the beholders, and draw in millions to mquu‘e after
Christ, who are now driven from him by the sins of hypo-
crites and scandalous believers.

And this doth not contradict what I said before of the
enmity of the world to holiness, and that the best are most
abused by the ungodly. For even this enmity must be ra-
tionally cured, as by the error of reason it is fed. God
useth by the power of intellectual light, to bring all those
out of darkness whom he saveth, and so bringeth them from
the power of satan to himself; Acts xxvi. 18. Men hate
not holiness as good, but as misconceived to beevil. Evil,
I say, to them, because it is opposite to their sensual plea-
sures, which they take: to be their chiefest good. And the
way of curing their enmity, ix by shewing them their error ;
and that is, by shewing them the excellency and necessity of
that which they unreasonably distaste; Actsxxvi.9—11.
14.19. Luke xv. 13—16, Actsii. 36, 37.
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. 6. Lastly, in these characters you have some help in the
work of self-examination, for the trial both of the truth and
strength of grace. I suppose it-will be objected, that in
ther treatises I have reduced all the infallible marks of
.grace to a smaller number. To which I answer, I still say,
that the predominancy or prevalency of the interest of God
-as our God, and Christ as our Saviour, and the Spirit-as our
‘Sanctifier, in the estimation of the understanding, the re-
solved choice of the will, and the government of the life,
against all the worldly interest of the flesh, is the only infal-
Jible sign of a justified, regenerate soul. But this whole
hath many parts, and it is abundance of particulars mate-
-rially in which this sincerity is to be found. Even all the
sixty characters which I have here named, are animated by
that one, and contained in it. And I think to the most the
full description of a Christian in his essential and integral
parts (yet shewing which are indeed essential) is the best
way to acquaint them with the nature of Christianity, andte
‘help them in the trial of themselves.. And as it were an abuse
.of human nature, for a painter to draw the picture of a man
without arms, or legs, or nose, or eyes, because he may be
a man without them ; so would it have been in me to draw
.only a maimed picture of a Christian, because 'a maimed
Christian is a Christian. Yet, because there are so many
~maimed Christians in the world, I have also shewed yon their
lamentable defects : not in a manner which tendeth to en-
courage them in their sins and wants under pretence of com-
forting them, but in that manner which may best excite
them to their duty, in order to their recovery, without de-
stroying their necessary supporting comforts. -

O happy church, and state, and family, which are com-
posed of such confirmed Christians ! where the predominant
-temperature is such as I have here described! Yea, happy
is the place where magistrates and ministers are such; who
are the vital parts of state and church, and the instruments
appointed to communicate these perfections to the rest.
But how much more happy is the New Jerusalem, the city
of the living God, where the perfected spirits of the justin
_perfect light, and life, and love, are perfectly beholding, and
admiring, and praising, and pleasing the eternal God, their
.Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier for ever ! Where the least
and meanest is greater and more perfect than the confirmed



" CONFIRMED CHRISTIAN, 505

Christiah here described ; and where hypocrisy is utterly
excluded; and imperfection ceaseth, with scandal, censures;
uncharitableness; division, and all its other sad effects ; :and
where the souls that thirsted after righteousness shall be
fully satisfied, and-love God more than they can now desire;
and never grieve themselves -or- others with their wants or
weaknesses, or misdoings any more. . And, O.blessed. day,
when our-blessed Head shall be revealed from heaven with
" his mighty angels, and shall come to be glorified in- his
saints, and admired in all them that now believe ; whose
weakness liere occasioned his dishonour, and their own con-
tempt! When the seed of grace is grown up into glory, and
all the world, whether they will or not, shall.discern between
the righteousand the wicked, between him that serveth God,
and him that serveth him not.; between the clean and the
unclean, and between him that sweareth, and him' that fear-
-ethanoath. And though now “ourlife is hid with Christin
‘God,” andit yet ““appeareth-not (to the sight of ourselves or
others) what we shall be; yet then when Christ who is our
life .shall appear, we also shall appear with him in glory;”
Heb. xii. 22,23. Rev. xxii.3—b5. 14, 15. xxi. 3;4.8. 2 Thess.
i.9,10. Matt.v.4.6. Mal.iii. 18. Eccles.ix.2." 1John
iii.2,3. - Col:iii.3,4. Away then my soul from this dark,
deceitful, and vexatious world! Love not thy diseases, thy
fetters and calamities.: Groan daily to.thy Lord, and:ear-
nestly groan to be cloathed upon with thy house that is from
‘heaven (2 Cor. v.2.4.), that mortality may be swallowed up
oflife! Join in the harmonious desives of the creatures, who
groan to be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into
the glorious liberty of .the sons of God ; Rom. viii. 20-—22.
“.Abide in him, and walk in righteousness, that when he
shall appear, thou mayest have confidence, and not be
ashamed before him at his coming i 1 Johniii. 28,29. Join
not with the evil servants, who say in their hearts, *“ Qur Lord
delayeth his coming, and begin to smite their fellowservants,
and to. eat and drink with the drunken; whose Lord shall
come in a day when they look not for him, and in an hour
that they are not aware of, and shall cut them asunder, and
appoint them their portion with the hypocrites, where shall
be weepingand gnashing of teeth ;” Matt. xxiv.38+51. O
watch and pray that thou enter not into temptation! and
be patient, for the Judge is at the door! Lift up thy head



506 CHARACTER OF A SOUND CHRISTIAN.

with carnest expectation, O my soul, for thy redemption
draweth near! Rejoice in hope before thy Lord, for he com-
eth ; he cometh to judge the world in righteousness and
truth. Behold he cometh quickly, though faith be failing,
and iniquity abound, and love waxeth cold, and scorners
say,  Where is the promise of his coming !’ Make haste O
thou whom my soul desireth, and come in glory as thou
first camest in humility, and conform them to thyself in
glory, whom thou madest conformable to thy sufferings and
humility! Let the holy city New Jerusalem be prepared as
a bride - adorned for her husband ; and let God’s tabernacle
be with men, that he may dwell with them and be their God,
and wipe away their tears, and. death, and sorrow, and cry-
ing ; and pain may be no mote, but former things may pass
away! Keep up oaur faith, our hope, our love! and daily
vouchsafe us some beams of thy directing, consolatory
light in this our darkness! and be not as a stranger to thy
scattered flock, in this desolate wilderness! But let them
hear thy voice, and find thy presence, and have such conver-
sation with thee in heaven, in the exercise of faith and hope,
and love, which is agreeable to their low and distant state.
Testify to their souls that thou art their Saviour and Head,
and that they abide in thee by the Spirit which thou hast
given them, abiding, and overcoming in them, and as thy
agent preparing them for eternal life. O let.not our dark-
mess, nor any strangeness feed our odious unbelief! O shew
thyself more clearly to thy redeemed ones! And come and
dwell in our hearts by faith! And by holy love, let us
dwell in God, and God in us, that we grope notafter him, as
those that worship an unknown God. O save us from temp-
tation! And if the messenger of satan be sent to buffet us,
let thy strength be manifest in our weakness, and thy grace
appear sufficient for us. And give us the patience which
“thou tellest us we need, that having done thy will, we may
inherit the promise. And bring us to the sight and fruition
of our Creator, of whom, and through whom, and to whom
are all things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

END OF THE CHARACTER OF A SOUND, CONFIRMED CHRISTIAN.





